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(Order No. s, Current Sertes) 
CITY OF PITTSFIELD 


In the year one thousand nine hundred and seventeen. 


AN ORDER 


Providing for the printing oí the Annual Reports and 
of the City Manual. 


` 4 
In Board of Aldermen, January 1, 1917. 


ORDERED: 


1. That the Joint Committee on printing be hereby 
authorized and directed to cause to be printed five hundred 
copies of the annual reports of the several city officers and 
departments for the year 1916, in such style and manner as 
it shall deem proper. | 


2. That the Mayor's inaugural address delivered Janu- 
ary I, I917, be printed with the annual reports above provided 
for. | 


3. That the committee cause to be printed such addi- 
tional number of separate reports as may be deemed necessary 
by the several boards and officers issuing the same, and ap- 
proved by the committee. 


4. That the committee cause to be printed five hundred 
copies of the Manual of the City Government for the current 
municipal year together with the Rules and Orders of the City 
Council in such style and manner as it shall deem proper. 


Approved, January 2, 1917. 


Office of the City Clerk, 
January 2, 1917. 
A true copy. 
Attest : 
MILLER D. STEEVER, 
City Clerk. 
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CITY COUNCIL, 1917 


MAYOR 
WILLIAM C. MOULTON 


BOARD OF ALDERMEN 


President 
FRANK P. GRAY 


Ward 1 
JOHN W. CASEY 


Ward 2 
PATRICK J. MCMAHON 


Ward 3 
CHARLES A. TEBEAU 


Ward 4 
MANSON R. WHITE | 


Ward 5 
JOHN T. SCACE 


Ward 6 
FRANK P. GRAY 


Ward 7 
LEMUEL G. LLOYD 


Clerk 
MILLER D. STEEVER 


Regular Meeting of the Board of Aldermen: 


Second and Fourth Mondays of each month, 
at 7.45 o'clock in the evening. 
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COMMON COUNCIL 


President 
ALFRED A. BEAUREGARD 


Ward 1 
JOHN L. McLAUGHLIN 


ROBERT M. HARNEY 


Ward 2 
HARVEY D. STACKHOUSE 


THOMAS L. COFFEY 


Ward 3 
WILLIAM E. DRENNAN 


MARTIN T. McMAHON 


‘Ward 4 
ALFRED A. BEAUREGARD 


WILLIAM H. BARRINGER 


Ward 5 
FRANK H. BEARDSLEY 


GRENVILLE N. WILLIS 


Ward 6 
JAMES J. PHELAN 


DAVID A. MCARTHUR 


Ward 7 
ARTHUR J. FEIL 


WILLIAM G. O'CONNELL 


Clerk 
SANFORD L. DESMOND 


Regular Meeting of the Common Council: 
Wednesdays After the Second Monday of Each Month, 
at 8.00 p. m. 
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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES 


Accounts: 


Aldermen Lloyd and Tebeau. 
Councilmen Feil, Barringer and McArthur. 


City Farm and Poor: 


Aldermen White and Casey. 
Councilmen Coffey, McArthur and Feil. 


Assessment and Collection of Taxes: 


Aldermen Gray and McMahon. 
Councilmen Coffey, Phelan and Drennan. 


Claims: 


Aldermen White and Tebeau. 
President Beauregard. 
Councilmen Beardsley and Willis. 


Finance: 


The Mayor, Aldermen White and Gray. 
President Beauregard. 
Councilmen Beardsley, O'Connell and Harney. 


Fire Department of the City Council: 

Aldermen Lloyd and .McMahon. 

President Beauregard. 

: Councilmen Feil and O'Connell. 
Fuel and Street Lights: 

Aldermen Scace and Gray. 

Councilmen Beardsley, Barringer and Feil. 
Highways, Bridges and Culverts: 


Aldermen Scace and Casey. 
Councilmen McArthur, Willis and Coffey. 


Ordinances: 


Aldermen White and Tebeau. 
Councilmen Barringer, Coffey and Willis. 


Printing: 
Aldermen Gray and Lloyd. 
Councilmen McArthur, O'Connell and Willis. 


Salaries: 
Aldermen Lloyd and McMahon. 
Councilmen Beardsley, Phelan and Stackhouse. 


Public Property: 
The Mayor, Aldermen White and Gray. 
President Beauregard. 
Councilmen Stackhouse and McLaughlin. 


STANDING COMMITTEES, BOARD OF ALDERMEN 


Elections and Returns: 


Aldermen Casey and Scace. 


Electric Wires: 
Aldermen Gray and Scace. 


Enrolled Ordinances and Resolutions: 


Aldermen Tebeau and White. 


Police: 


The Mayor, Aldermen Lloyd and McMahon. 


Licenses, Weights and Measures: 


Aldermen White and McMahon. 


State and Military Aid and Soldiers’ Relief: 
Aldermen Gray and Tebeau. 


Street Railways: 
Aldermen Lloyd, Tebeau and White. 
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STANDING COMMITTEES, COMMON COUNCIL 


Elections and Returns: 
Councilmen Harney, McMahon and McLaughlin. 


Enrolled Ordinances and Resolutions: 


Councilmen McLaughlin, McMahon and Phelan. 
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CITY OFFICERS, SUPERINTENDENTS, ETC. 


Mayor vestita em qe p te William C. Moulton. 
City Clerk —— Miller D. Steever. ` 
Assistant City Clerk .......... Miss Elizabeth A. Nugent. 
City Treasurer .............. Fred M. Platt. 

City Auditor ................ Edgar T. Lawrence. 
City Solicitor ............... John Barker. 

City Physician ............. . Harry H. Bard, M.D. 
Collector of Taxes ........... Clifford H. Dickson. 
Clerk of Tax Collector ........ Judson H. Shaffer. 
Clerk of Committees ......... George M. Durant. 
Inspector of Buildings ........ John H. Flynn. 
Inspector of Wires ........... William F. Francis. ⁄ 
Inspector of Plumbing en William J. Cahill. 
Sealer of Weights and Measures. John F. O'Kane. 
Assessors .................. Joseph H. Moran, 


Fred H. Purches, 
Arthur F. Dodge, 
Mr. Moran, Chairman. 


Board of Public Works ....... Eugene H. Robbins, 
Edward J. Spall, 
George W. Faulkner. 
Mr. Robbins, Chairman. 

Clerk, Board of Public Works. . .Louis B. Cummings. 


Engineer, Board of Public Works. Arthur B. Farnham. 


Supt. of Water Works ........ Fred J. Wise. 
Supt. of Streets and Roads ..... William Mahon. 
Water Inspectors ............ John J. O'Connell, 


Michael L. Foley. 


Board of Health ............ Charles J. Langlois, MD., 
James A. O'Neil, 
LeRoy E. Shaw, 
Dr. Langlois, Chairman. 


Overseers of Poor ........... Henry Thomas, 
Willard E. Crossett, 
Frank J. Trudeau, 
Mr. Thomas, Chairman. 


Superintendent of Poor ....... Albert W. Shaw. 
Superintendent of City Farm ... Ernest Cook. 
Superintendent of Schools .....Clair G. Persons. 
Inspector of Milk and Provisions. Dr. Bernard M. Collins. 
Inspector of Animals ......... Dr. M. J. Cone 


Commissioners of Sinking Fund. George H. Tucker, 
Ralph B. Bardwell, 
Irving D. Ferrey. 


Registrars of Voters .......... William H. Young, 
Owen G. Monroe, 
Joseph J. St. James, 
Elsworth E. Crawley, 
Mr. St. James, Chairman. 


Civil Service Representative ... .Oscar S. Read. 


License Commissioners ........ Louis A. Merchant, 
Harry C. Hutchinson, 
Jeremiah M. Linnehan, 
Mr. Merchant, Chairman. 


Janitor, City Hall ............ Dwight A. Clark. 


Park Commission ............ George W. Merriam, 
Dennis J. Haylon, 
Daniel F. Farrell, 
George H. White, 
Fred T. Francis. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Chief of Police, JOHN L, SULLIVAN. 


Captain, JOHN HUDNER. 
Inspector, DANIEL J. MeCOLGAN. 
Sergeant, STEPHEN W. MONKS. 
Police Matron, SARAH M. DEAN. 
Patrolmen 
Van de Bogart, William W. Fahey, Michael 
Stubbs, Henchel A. Mangan, David J. 
Chapman, George E. Keegan, William J. 
Lamore, Peter M. Lasch, William P. 
Hines, John H. O'Leary, Dennis 
Dunn, William E. Shepardson, Jedediah N. 
McCormick, William P. Blair, John A. 
O'Connor, John Boyd, Robert F. 
Fallon, John L. Reardon, John B. 
Marshall, Wm. H. Rock, Richard B. 
Bastion, Louis O. McNaughton, J. Duncan 
Dunn, Daniel Ford, William H. 
Croughwell, Arthur E. Barry, Charles A. 
Condron, Michael F. Naughton, R. Lawrence 
Maxwell, Thomas E. Horton, Benjamin M. 
Toner, William J. Hall, Thomas F. 
Volin, Herbert A. Morano, Alfredo P. 
Murray, Rufus C. Ano, Peter O. 


Bartel, Frank E. 


Retired on Pension 


William G. White, Chief of Police. 
William A. Tobin, Patrolman. 
Dennis Hogan, Patrolman. 


Reserve Officers 


Callahan, Michael F. Vincent, Charles C. 
England, Joseph F. Norton, John H., Jr. 
Dwyer, Francis E. Jarrett, Thomas J. 


Grady, James F. 


Superintendent Police Signal and Fire Alarm Systems 
BARTLEY CUMMINGS 
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FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Permanent Force 


- 


Chief Engineer, WILLIAM C. SHEPARD. 
Assistant Engineer, WILLIAM J. LLOYD. 


Captains, DONALD McDONALD, 
ALEXANDER E. VOLIN. 
Lieutenants, JOHN H. CONDRON, 
EDWARD J. POWERS. 
Engineers, ROBERT J. STEELE, 
GEORGE A. DENISON. 
Mechanician, CLARENCE H. SMITH. 
Electrician, BARTLEY CUMMINGS, 


Permanent Firemen 


Edward F. Payne William F. Troy 
Michael Marshall John H. Norton 
James M. Marshall John W. Keegan 
Joseph F. Messer William E. Higgins 
Joseph T. Gray Timothy C. Cronin 
Charles J. Kinsella Thomas F. Burke 
Michael A. Street Joseph E. Buckley 
Daniel J. Flaherty George E. Cummings 
William A. Stevens Robert F. Mackie 
Geo. H. Clark, Jr. William F. Hanford 
Hector F. Renaud, Jr. John F. Blain 
Daniel O'Neill Fred W. Hall 


Call Firemen, Class A 


William E. Bagg William H. Shandoff 


William Boos, Jr. R. N. Allen 

John Cullen | James Carey 
William Croughwell Gilbert Corkhill 
Charles R. Foote ‘Romaine Powell 
Frank W. Gerst Albert C. Boyd 
Harry W. Stebbins Homer Harris 
Alfred L. J. Rochelo Clarence F. Treat 
Moses Robair Patrick F. Spence 


James W. Reagan 
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VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 


West Pittsfield Fire Department 


President, 
Foreman, 

Treasurer, 
Secretary, 


F. A, Smith 
Fred Jones 

C. J. Goodrich 
.R. Jones 

J. H. Shaw 

W. A. Musgrove 
J. F. Goodsell 
P. Conley 

W. H. Martin 
H. Conant 

W. Lusk 

C. D. Almstead 
O. Merriam 

A. Miller 

John Mountain 
John Miller 
David F. Ring 
R. Coty 
Thomas Quinn 
D. Merriam 

S. Ellison 

C. D. Bateman 
Joseph Russell 


GEORGE D. MILNES. 
ROMEO CODY. 
MARTIN QUINN. 
WILLIAM T. QUINN, 


T. Berry, Jr. 

S. Coty 

T. Killeen 

F. B. Hunt 

D. Mullen 

J. Odette 

H. Lusk 

L. Gilbert 

L. Shearer 

John Cahill, Jr. 
Paul Odette 

John Connors, Sr. 
Henry F. Miller 
Albert A. Purnell 
"Cornelius H. Codey 
James Perry 
Patrick Cahill 
Martin Quinn 
Elmer A. Coty 
Edward Bohlman 
William Merriam 
Philip Major 

M. Russell 


Hon. WILLIAM C. MOULTON, 
MAYOR OF PITTSFIELD. 


INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
OF 


MAYOR WILLIAM C. MOULTON 
TO THE 


PITTSFIELD CITY COUNCIL 
MONDAY, JANUARY 1, 1917 


It is with a feeling of gratitude to my fellow citizens that 
I come before you this morning to assume the duties of Mayor 
of a city which has been my home nearly all my life and in 
which 1 am so interested. I have watched Pittsfield grow 
from a town into a beautiful city. All this time I have been . 
growing with it in its business and public life and 1 earnestly 
hope that the opportunity now afforded me will prove to be a 
fortunate one for myself and for the best interests of the 
community. 


I am very glad to have associated with me in the city 
government so many of my personal friends, and I believe 
we can work together well. 


I realize that we are now a people of varied interests and 
. that no one section of the city or one group of citizens should 
have all the rights and privileges possible in such a city as 
ours, but that what would affect the entire community should 
have first consideration. So it is my wish to be the Mayor 
of all the people and my desire to treat everybody fairly. 


It is usual on such occasions as this, to refer to the 
financial condition of the city. I think the public has during 
the past few weeks become acquainted with the fact that the 
condition confronting us will call for the exercise of the 
strictest economy in the operations of our various city depart- 
ments and I take this opportunity to state that it is my 
hope there will be complete co-operation along that line. It 
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is not my desire or intention to ask anything unreasonable 
of any department, but simply to obtain, as nearly as is possible, 
a good business administration of the city's affairs. 


I will not weary you at this time with many figures about 
our debt or our financial condition, but will endeavor, from 
" time to time during the year, to give to the public whatever 
may seem interesting and of value. On this first day of 
January the public debt is $2,730,800. Of this amount more 
than one-half or $1,465,300 is for our water system, $569,000 
for our sewer system and $507,000 for our schoolhouses. 
During this year we will have to pay $213,200 of this debt. 
If we can avoid borrowing large sums for the next few years 
the situation will be much relieved. 


Undoubtedly we may have to borrow some money to 
secure very necessary improvements, but if we do, it is my 
belief that the amounts so borrowed should be paid next year 
so as to avoid any addition to the already large total indebted- 
ness. In a few years it ought to be possible to have receipts 
enough from the water rates to take care of the water debt 
payments each year. 


There are many things that could be mentioned and that 
are perfectly reasonable to ask for, but as we realize our 
financial condition it seems wiser to go slowly in recommend- 
ing things we hope or expect to do only to find out later that 
we cannot do them. I do, however, want to draw your atten- 
tion to what I consider a most important matter, and one 
that will come before us during the year. We have been 
talking and thinking about how we shall comply with the law 
regarding a contagious disease hospital. Now I think the 
time has arrived when we should act and I hope that some 
way will be found this year to enable us to solve the problem 
properly. I understand that our Planning Board has the 
matter under consideration and I trust they will be able to 
make an early recommendation. 

I also want to go on record as being in favor of having 
the city employ a good health officer. Many arguments in 
favor of such a proposition could be brought forward but 
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this is not the time or place for them. You will hear from 
me later regarding the matter. The health of our citizens is 
very important and I urge you to think seriously about these 
two subjects; secure all the information you can about them 
and be ready to act when the proper time comes. 

Our streets should have much attention this year. Owing 
to the high cost of material and the scarcity of labor, it seems 
to me to be desirable for the Board of Public Works to forego 
any plans for large public improvements and use all efforts 
possible in putting our streets in better condition. With a little 
planning and readjustment of the usual methods I believe 
much can be accomplished. It is my personal opinion that 
we will never be satished with the condition of our main 
highways until some permanent pavement is laid, but I realize 
that at the present time it is not feasible to attempt to do 
much along this line. I would, however, like to see some 
workable plan started and carried on each year from now 
on, so that eventually we would have the work completed 
While on the subject of streets I wish to call attention to the 
ordinance relating to the laying out and acceptance of new 
streets. This ordinance should be enforced to the letter and 
if done, would obviate much of the criticism of the residents 
of many of the newer sections. Too many half finished 
streets (and I include in this classification the roadway, gut- 
ters and sidewalks), have been accepted in the past years only 
to find that after acceptance large sums should be expended 
to render them fit for travel, and, as money has been scarce 
the work on them has been delayed. ; 

Our various departments are apparently in good condi- 
tion, our largest one—the School Department—is getting back 
into shape after many trials and unusual conditions. I con- 
fidently leave the affairs of this department to the new School 
Committee, with the assurance that I stand ready to give my 
assistance at any time. I only ask of the gentlemen of the 
School Committee, what I am asking of all the departments— 
the strictest economy possible for the coming year. 
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The Fire Department is well equipped with apparatus, 
although of course, much more could be done for it. The 
department is particularly efficient at this time, but I believe 
the force of call firemen should be increased. It is a satis- 
faction to know that the antiquated fire alarm system has 
been replaced, and will be ample for our needs for some time 
to come. 


The Police Department has been given so much undesir- 
able publicity in the past few years that it is very pleasing to 
be able to say that at the present time it is working well and 
efficiently. There seems to be good feeling among the mem- 
bers of the force.and the officers. It is also good to note 
that the attitude of the public toward a police force is changing 
and we are realizing what a necessary part of our life this 
department is. We respect the policeman more because he 
realizes that his is a fine profession, that he is a friend of the 
citizen instead of an enemy and that it is his duty to try to 
keep the citizen going right as well as to arrest him in his 
wrong doing. 

Our Park Commission should not be forgotten. These 
men are deserving of the thanks of all the community for 
their faithful service. I believe we are all in sympathy with 
their efforts and especially as regards the playground activities. 
There is nothing that gives more satisfaction to good citizens 
than the fact that the children are given some attention and 
assistance. 


In closing, I wish to urge upon the gentlemen of the City 
Council complete co-operation in our endeavors to serve the 
city. Some of you have been elected to office as Republicans 
some as Democrats, but all of you as citizens of Pittsfield and 
as good citizens you will forget your party designations to 
work first for the welfare of all the people and if all do that 
there can be no just criticism of our official actions. 


BOARD OF HEALTH 


Organization 1916 


J. ARTHUR BAKER, Chairman 
BERNARD M. BOLAND 
CHARLES J: LANGLOIS, M.D. 


SARA A. MeNEICE 


Clerk, Stenographer and 
Agent to Issue Burial Permits 


KATHARINE TURNER 
Nurse 


MAURICE S. EISNER, M. D. 
Medical Agent 


BERNARD M. COLLINS, V. M.D. 


Inspector of Milk, Meats, Provisions 
and Slaughtering 


R. ALLEN WOODRUFF, M. D. 
Bacteriologist 


E. H. HOWARD, M.D. 
Tuberculosis Dispensary 


THOMAS J. DAVIS 
Inspector of Sanitation 


REPORT 
OF THE 


BOARD OF HEALTH 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen: 


The Board of Health hereby submits its 26th Annual 
Report of the health conditions of the City of Pittsfield, 
together with the general report of the business of the Board 
for the year ending December 31, 1916. Included in the report 
is an account of the receipts and disbursements of the depart- 
ment, reports of the different agents of the Board, portions of 
the vital statistics of the City of Pittsfield and certain recom- 


mendations. 


In consequence of a systematic method of collecting 
license fees and following up settlements of indigent contagious 
cases, the city has received during the past year, a greater 
amount of money by several thousand dollars, than ever before. 
The total amount of license fees is $407 while all reimburse- 
ments from various sources for aid rendered contagious cases, 
amounts to $3,420.78. The latter amount has been actually 
received and there is still due from the state and other cities 


and towns about $3,000 more, as reimbursement for such aid. 
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RECEIPTS 
Appropriations: 

Board of Health Salaries, ` $600 00 
Agent to Issue Burial Permits, 50 00 
Medical Inspector, Salary, 600 00 
Garbage Inspector, Salary, 911 00 
Health Nurse, Salary, 1,040 00 
Inspector of Meat and Provisions, Salary, 500 00 
Inspector of Milk, Salary, 500 00 
Garbage Collection and Disposal, 6,500 00 
General Expense of Board of Health, 2,000 00 
Examiner of Cultures, 500 00 
Tuberculosis Dispensary, 680 00 
Tuberculosis Expenses, 3,000 00 
Quarantine Expenses, 1,000 00 
Clerical, 624 00 
Additional Appropriation for Infantile 

Paralysis Epidemic, 2,600 00 
Additional Appropriation for Street 

Sprinkling during Epidemic, 1,000 00 


 Reimbursements from the Commonwealth 
and Cities and Towns within the 


Commonwealth, 3,420 78 
Fines, 5 00 
Fees for licenses issued: 

38 Barber licenses, $19 00 

41 Baker licenses, 20 50 

- 6 Livery Stable licenses, 6 00 

27 Slaughtering licenses, 27 00 

601 Meat licenses, 61 00 


100 Ice Cream Retail licenses, - 100 00 
18 Manufacture of Ice Cream 


licenses, -> 18 00 

175 Milk licenses, 87 50 

11 Oleomargarine licenses, b 50 
20 Manicure and Massage 

licenses, 20 00 

8 Undertakers licenses, .. 40 00 

1 Rendering license, 2 00 


1 Second Hand Store permit, 50 
$407 00 


Total Receipts, $25,937 78 
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DISBURSEMENTS 
Salaries, $4,825 00 
Garbage Disposal, 6,500 00 
Clean-Up Week, | i 119 50 
Cleaning Up Jordan Avenue, 104 20 
Culture Tubes and Media, 160 65 
Diphtheria Quarantine Expenses, 400 55 
Examination of Cultures (On Account), 239 10 
Expenses of Medical Inspector, 33 11 
Expenses of Nurse, 35 24 

Expenses (Transportation) Inspector Milk, 
Meat and Provisions, 466 00 


Expenses (Transportation) Sanitary Inspector, 312 81 
. Expenses on account of City and other 


Public Dumps, 311 00 
Fumigators, ` 204 39 
Infantile Paralysis Epidemic, 3,087 96 
Horse Hire, 361 00 
Sprinkling Streets During Epidemic, 400 37 
Ophthalmia Neonatorum, 85 00 
Office Supplies, 40 14 
Pest House Repairs and Supplies, 15 10 
Printing and Stationery, 178 25 
Scarlet Fever Quarantine Expenses, 245 08 
Tuberculosis Dispensary, 721 67 
Tuberculosis Expenses, I 3,102 41 
Stamps and Express, 77 36 
Miscellaneous Expenses of Board, 56 72 

$22,082 61 


Paid to City Treasurer: 


Reimbursements, | 3,420 78 
Fines, 5 00 
License Fees, : 407 00 
Total Expenditures, $25,915 39 


Balance, $ 22 39 
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During the year the Board has met on twenty-two 
occasions, twelve of which were regular meetings, seven were 
special meetings, and three were public hearings. The public 
hearings were attended by a total of one hundred and ten 
persons. 


The Board was called upon during the year to inspect 
the school buildings and make a report of the results. This 
inspection was carefully and thoroughly made and a some- 
what exhaustive report, together with recommendations, was 
made to the School Committee. 


February 18, 1916, Mrs. Margaret R. McManus, Clerk 
of the Board, resigned and Miss Sara A. McNeice was em- 
ployed. Miss McNeice has proved a most efficient clerk and 
the clerical end of the department is now at a high standard 
of efficiency. 

February 21 to 29, 1916, there was held in the city, by 
persons interested in such work, a "Baby Week." The Board 
co-operated in this matter as far as it was able, supplying 
its nurse and reading matter at the place where the affair 
was held. We believe the affair was highly successful and 
trust that it will become an annual affair. 


July 6, 1916, the City's Infantile Paralysis trouble began. 
At that time, in order to safeguard the city, Inspectors were 
placed at the depot for the purpose of watching persons coming 
to Pittsheld from the infected areas, and it was voted by 
the Board that children coming from such areas be isolated. 
In spite of this precaution, on July 14th, the first case of 
the disease appeared. This was the beginning of a total of 
sixty-seven (67) cases reported to be infantile paralysis. The 
Board adopted most rigid rules and regulations, sought assist- 
ance and information from every possible source, consulta- 
tions and communications were had constantly with the State 
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Department of Health and its District Health Officer, 
Dr. Osborn. The disease progressed rapidly in spite of all 
efforts and reached its height in the month of September, 
when a total of thirty-two (32) cases were reported. The 
epidemic suddenly came to an end on the first day of December 
at which time the last case for the year was reported. 


August 29, 1916, a public hearing was held on a petition 
signed by twenty-seven (27) persons protesting against the 
use of the House of Mercy Detention Hospital, for cases of 
infantile paralysis. After a full hearing the Board concluded ` 
there was no reason for discontinuing the use of this building 
and the petition was dismissed. 


September 8, 1916, a public hearing relative to the use 
of zinc-lined caskets was held, in accordance with the request 
of the undertakers and embalmers of the city. The hearing: 
was attended by almost every licensed undertaker in the city, 
and the discontinuance of the use of the zinc-lined casket 
was unanimously advocated by them. As a result of the 
information thus furnished, together with the medical opinions 
obtained, the Board decided that the precaution of wrapping 
the dead body in a cloth thoroughly saturated with a disin- 
fecting solution was ample and that the added precaution of 
requiring zinc-lined caskets was of no benefit and an unneces- 
sary expense. 


September 22, 1916, a public hearing was held on a 
petition relative to abating a nuisance and menace to health, 
resulting from the rendering plant, so called, in the east part 
Of the city. It appeared at the hearing that the premises 
complained of had been incorrectly and improperly described 
in the petition and in the notice of the hearing published. 
This error was called to the attention of the Board by the 
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representative of the owner of the alleged nuisance, who said 
that his client would stand on his legal rights and in view of 
this position, the Board was forced to dismiss the petition. 


October 5, 1916, the Board considered the petition of 
Francis P. Devanny et als, complaining of a smoke nuisance 
on Hawthorne Avenue, which petition had been referred to 
this Board by the City Council. After investigation the Board 
reported to the City Council that the complaint was well 
founded and that the smoke conditions constituted a menace 
to health and was a public nuisance. 


During the year much work has been done along the 
lines of improving the milk conditions of the city, and a 
complete list of dairies producing milk consumed in Pittsfield 
was procured early in the year, and the farms of such pro- 
ducers have been carefully examined and scored. Many im- 
provements, costing several thousands of dollars, were required 
before the necessary permits were issued to the producers. 
The milk rooms of all dealers and distributors of the city were 
also carefully inspected. The result is that at the present 
time the milk conditions in Pittsfield are better than they ever 


have been. There is, however, room for improvement, and 


the Board believes that one means of causing such improve- 
ment is to grade, every three months, the milk sold by the 
dealers. The first grading is now in process of being done 
and will become a record of the Health Office on or about 
February I, 1917. 

The grocery stores, meat markets, bakeries, stables, ice 
cream parlors, etc., have been thoroughly inspected frequently 
and changes ordered and made. The Board is now engaged 
in carrying on an inspection of the living conditions of the 
city, to the end that over crowded and unsanitary homes and 


tenements, especially in the more congested parts of the city, 
will be eliminated. 
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CONTAGIOUS AND COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 


The total number of deaths, exclusive of still-births, in 
- I916, is 552, of which 459 were residents of the city, and 93 
were non-residents who happened to die in Pittsfield. This 
makes the mortality rate in Pittsfield, of Pittsfield residents, 
11.58, and a total death rate of 13.93. Of this number eight (8) 
were due to Diphtheria, fourteen (14) were due to Anterior 
Poliomyelitis (Infantile Paralysis), thirty-two (32) were due 
to Tuberculosis, and one (1) was due to Scarlet Fever. There 
was no death in this city during the past year due to Typhoid 


Fever. 


Diphtheria 


In 1916 there were fifty-three (53) cases of diphtheria 
reported; this is materially below the number usually re- 
ported. The total. number of cultures examined by the 
Bacteriologist is 484. | 


Scarlet Fever 
There were thirty-nine (39) cases of scarlet fever re- 
ported; this also is the lowest number of reported cases of 
this disease during the past three years. 


Measles 
Only sixteen (16) cases of this disease were reported, a 
most unusual condition, the total number occurring during the 
first six months of the year and none being reported since 
July Ist. 


Ophthalmia Neonatorum 


A decided reduction in the number of ophthalmia 
‘neonatorum cases is noticeable, only thirteen (13) being re- 
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ported during the year, all o£ which were mild and no serious 
results therefrom. 


Typhoid Fever 


The city is to be congratulated on the typhoid fever situa- 
tion; only ten (10) cases were reported, seven (7) of which 
came from surrounding towns and were treated at the hospital 
here. In other words, Pittsfield had three (3) cases of typhoid 
fever, a most gratifying showing, in as much as in 1915, there 
were thirteen (13) cases, in 1914 twenty-eight (28) cases and 
forty-eight (48) in 1913. 


Tuberculosis 


There is a decided falling off in the number of tubercu- 
losis cases. The total number reported being eighty-one (81) 
as against one hundred eight (108) in 1915, in spite of the 
fact that the Board has sought them out and during the year 
conducted an egressive campaign for the purpose of dis- 
covering incipient and suspicious cases and maintained a free 
dispensary for their treatment. This means that the number ` 
of actual cases was materially reduced, whether or not this 
means the terrible plague is on the wane in the city remains 
to be seen. 


Infantile Paralysis 


The condition of the city in so far as this disease is con- 
cerned has been already referred to. 


The total number of contagious diseases reported during 

the year is 427, as against 1,202 reported for the year 1915. 

This is a most unusual and sudden drop and can only be 

„accounted for by the fact that the Board is requiring the 
physicians to promptly report cases and by causing the reported 
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cases to be immediately quarantined. This is an average of 
about thirty-six (36) cases a month. During the month of 
November the city was unusually free from contagious dis- 
eases, only twelve (12) being reported. The Board feels 
justified in saying that the past year would have been a record 
breaker, except for the infantile paralysis epidemic. 


Notices 


Four hundred sixty (460) notices were sent from the 
office of the Board to various persons relative to the enforce- 
ment of the rules and regulations pertaining to health. 


Sewers 


There have been a total of 132 sewer connections made, 
and 50 cesspools eliminated. The Board is continuing to con- 
duct an energetic campaign toward the elimination of 
individual cesspools. 


Although no funds were appropriated for use in connec- 
tion with “Clean Up Week," nevertheless the Board assisted 
in such a movement, which occurred during the week of 
May 6th to 13th. It used $119.50 of its funds for this purpose 
and the work was done under the direction and supervision of 
the Board's Sanitary Inspector. | 


During the past year a most unsanitary condition, which 
has existed on Jordan Avenue for several years, was 
eliminated by the Board at an expense of approximately 
$104.20. 
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BABY MORTALITY 


(Under one year) 


Causes of Death . No 


Premature Birth, 
Hemorrhagia Neonatorum, 
Inanition, 

Gastro Interitis, 
Paralysis of Heart, 
Broncho Pneumonia, 
Obstructed Respiration (by Malformation), 
Cleft Palate (Starvation), 
Convulsions, 

Meningitis, | 
Imperforated Anus, 

- Trismus, 

Exhaustion, 

Malnutrition, 

Cholera Infantum, 
Congenital Syphilis, 
Infectious Diarrhoea, 
Pulmonary Congestion, 
Icterus Neonatorum, 

. Toxaemia, 

Cerebral Meningitis, 
Atrophy, 

Meningocele, 

Peritonitis, 

Uratemia, 

- Pneumonia, 

Marasmus, 

Acute Indigestion, 


Total deaths (exclusive of still-births), 


. of Deaths 
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- RECOMMENDATIONS 


I. We again call to your attention the recommendations 
made by this Board in its last annual report, numbered 
1, 2, 3, 5.and 8. So far as we are aware the matters above 
referred to have never been considered by the City 
Government. 


2. We recommend the appointment of a committee to 
inquire into and investigate the advisability and feasibility of 
establishing a central milk station and a method of causing ` 
certified and pasteurized milk to be sold in the city. 


3. We again recommend a “Clean Up Week” similar to 
that held last year and suggest that an appropriation therefore 
be made. In our opinion such affairs are of inestimable value 
to the city. 


4. The care and treatment of children crippled in con- 
- sequence of infantile paralysis is a serious problem and one 


in which the city ought to take an active interest. During the 
past few months the Board has assisted in so far as it was 
able in caring for and aiding these unfortunates. We have 
been handicapped by lack of funds. In our opinion the city 
should appropriate sufficient money to transport those children 
who otherwise would be unable to attend the clinic at the 
hospital; also enough funds to purchase the necessary supplies 
for those children whose parents are unable to procure them. 
We believe that $1,500 will cover this expense and we ask 
that this amount be given us for this purpose. 
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CONCLUSIONS 


The Board desires to express its appreciation for the 
assistance given them by the “Citizens Alliance,” so called, 
during the infantile paralysis epidemic, also the co-operation 
extended by the health organizations of the city and the local 
physicians. Also publicly express its appreciation oí the 
assistance and valuable suggestions given them by Dr. Stanley 
H. Osborn, District Health Officer. 


The city is to be congratulated on the progress made 
during the past year toward the construction of a contagious 
hospital. The progress consists of the matter having been 
referred to a “Planning Board.” 


J. ARTHUR BAKER, Chairman, 
BERNARD M. BOLAND, 
CHARLES J. LancLo1s, M. D. 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


HEALTH NURSE 


To the Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen: 


The following is my report as Health Nurse for the work 
‘during the year 1916. The work includes the calls made, and 
investigation necessary for the supervision of these cases. 
Instruction has been given to the person in charge, in con- 
tagious cases, as to care and the prevention of spreading dis- 
ease. Aid was arranged for needy cases. During the early 
weeks ‘of the epidemic the calls were made to cases of 
poliomyelitis and to the children isolated because of exposure 
to this disease or children who came here from infected dis- 
tricts. During the later weeks of the epidemic the calls were 
made by nurses to the isolated children only. Three nurses 
assisted in the work during the epidemic; their calls are not 
included in this report. 


During the week February 21st to 29th, the sessions 
were held for Baby Welfare Week, and the Board of Health 
co-operated with the Baby Welfare Committee. I attended 
ten of these meetings to assist in the instruction to the mothers. - 
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The calls for the year are: 


Tuberculosis, 

Scarlet Fever, 
Diphtheria, 

Anterior Poliomyelitis, 
Isolated Children, 
Dispensary Visits, 
Ophthalmia Neonatorum, 
Children for orthopedic clinic, 
Typhoid Fever, 
Chicken-pox, 

Dispensary Visits, 
Miscellaneous, 


Total, 


2,100 


Respectfully submitted, - 


KATHARINE TURNER, 


Health Nurse. 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


MEDICAL AGENT 


The Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen: 
. Í hereby submit my report as your agent for the year 1916. 


- The following contagious diseases have been reported 
and the table below shows the number of each according to 
the different months of the year: 


Gd 

Disease done» S qp ab S ua ete ¿ë S 
SES I253 22238824 8 

Varicella, 3512 6 2 4 1 2 i 3 65 
Diphtheria, 4 111 6 3 5 6 16 5 1 4 53 
Scarlet Fever, 2 8 15 3.4 12 3 3 5 2 39 
Measles, 12 146 2 : 16 
Typhoid Fever, V o. « gh uL Lb C. 1: 2 1 10 
Whooping Cough, 24 5 6 7 12 2 1 . . 48 
Pul. Tuberculosis, 2 6 7411 3 7 9 3 3 521 81 
Tub. Meningitis, Í Je e ox uy Lx X € C RB. Ux X “2 
Tub. Glands, ee ub. 4 < SE X9. X iR. c4 7o DS M AP -2 
Tub. Peritonitis, Pooh «X xe QQ vn ce ox e we AC 2 
Ophthalmia Neonatorum, 3 . 2 3 12 1 1 . . . . 13 
Suppurative Conjuntivitis, 1 ; 1 
German Measles, Es zs bom ww A ën 
Mumps, 8 5 . 32 . 2 1. . . 1 22 
Infantile Paralysis, C < < & € a 2113221 . 1 67 
Spinal Meiningitis, pa a e WM NE. 


Totals, 81 42 34 34 33 21 22 31 46 35 12 36 427 
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Return of Deaths ` 


Deaths by Months 
(Still-births Excluded) 


a a cores 50 August ........... 


buds au Gata dri sequ, 34 September 


apa ee oa umasa uku atout 40 October ......... 


Deaths by Sexes 
(Still-births Excluded) 


Total deaths of Males, 


Total deaths of Females, | 


Total number of deaths from all causes, exclusive of still births, 552 
Total number of still births, 


33 
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Causes of Deaths 
(Still-births Excluded) 


Septicaemia, 

Eclampsia, 

Anterior Poliomyelitis (Infantile Paralysis), 
Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis, 

Circulatory Diseases, 

Diphtheria, 

Scarlet Fever, 

Tuberculosis (Pulmonary), 

Tubercular Meningitis, 

Tuberculosis (other forms), 

Influenza, 

Diabetes, 

Alcoholism (Acute or Chronic), 

Diseases of the Nervous System and Organs of Special Sense, 
Organic Diseases of the Heart, | 
Pneumonia, 

Broncho Pneumonia, 

Bronchitis, 

Diarrhoea and Enteritis Under 2 years), 
Diarrhoea and Enteritis (2 years and over), 
Acute Nephritis and Bright's Disease, 
Puerperal Fever, 

Cancer, 

Homicide, 

Suicide, 

Electric Cars, 

Motor Vehicles, 

Steam Railroads, 

Illuminating Gas Poisoning, 

Accidents, 

Causes not specified, 


Total, 
Still-born, , 


32 
10 
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to 2 days, 
to 3 days, 
days to 1 week, 
to 2 weeks, 
to 3 weeks, 
weeks to 1 month, 
to 2 months, 
to 3 months, 
to 6 months, 
to 9 months, 
to 12 months, 
year, 
years, 
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Deaths by Ages 
(Still-births Excluded) 


Total. Males. Females. 
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COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 


Typhoid Fever 
There were reported ten (10) cases of typhoid fever 

during the year, and of these seven (7) were from out of 
town, patients who came here for hospital treatment, making 
the total number of cases in Pittsfield three (3). Of these 
(3) cases, one a boy of twelve years, went swimming in a 
pool of water near railroad tracks and accidentally swallowed 
some of the water; this undoubtedly was the infected media. 
Another boy drank some water while picking berries. It is 
almost impossible to reduce the number of cases further. 
There were the following number of cases of typhoid for the 
past four years: 

1913 1914 1915 1916 

48 28 13 3 


There were no deaths due to typhoid fever. 


Scarlet Fever 
Thirty-nine (39) cases of scarlet fever were reported 
during the year, with one death. 


Year. Cases. Deaths. 
19135219 reae Sasa 120 13 
OT vies 87 2 
LOUD Lis eaa 40 

JESS uge E 39 1 


Prompt reporting and strict isolation and investigation 
has brought this disease down to a very low number. 


Diphtheria 

There were fifty-three (53) cases of diphtheria. Eight 

(8) deaths occurred from this disease, all of which were 
laryngeal diphtheria. | 
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Anterior Poliomyelitis 


A 


There were sixty-seven (67) cases during the year; of 
these fourteen (14) were fatal. Of the remaining fifty-three 
(53) cases about seventeen (17) revived without any paralysis 
whatever. There are thirty-two (32) cases being treated at 
the House of Mercy by Dr. MacAusland and twenty-five (25) 
of these cases will practically be restored to their normal condi- 
tion in so far as the paralysis is concerned. 


I do not anticipate any great number of anterior poliomye- 
litis cases the coming summer, as I think the susceptible 
material has been exhausted and like most epidemics only visits 
a community every five to seven years. 


Tuberculosis 


There were eighty-seven (87) cases of tuberculosis of all 
types reported; of these eighty-one (81) were of the pulmon- 
ary type. There were forty-two (42) deaths due to pulmonary 
and meningitis tuberculosis. 


There were sixteen (16) cases of measles reported this 
year, against six hundred, fifty-eight (658) cases last year. 


There were thirteen (13) cases of ophthalmia reported 
this year. This number I am sure does not represent the total 
number of cases that occurred in Pittsfield for the past year, 
as the number is entirely too small. In all probability the 
doctors are not reporting their mild cases. The severe cases 
did well under appropriate treatment and in no case was the 
sight of the infant lost or impaired. | 


Respectíully submitted, 


Maurice S. ErsNER, M. D. 
Medical Agent. 
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REPORT OF PHYSICIAN 
OF 
TUBERCULOSIS DISPENSARY 


The Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen: 

The following is the report of the Tuberculosis Dispen- 
sary for the year 1916. 


New patients examined ...... ica 36 
Consultations ........................... 53 
Non-tubercular .......................... 4 


Eleven dispensary patients were sent to sanatoria Íor 
treatment, three of these were moderately advanced and eight 
Inciptent cases. 

Respectfully submitted, 


E. H. Howanp, M.D. 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


BACTERIOLOGIST 


To the Members of the Board of Health: 
Gentlemen: 


During the year 1916 I examined 484 cultures, 53 of this 
number being positive. Many or several of the most busy 
physicians do not take cultures of throat cases. 


Respectfully submitted, 


R. A. WoopRurr, M. D. 
Bacteriologist. 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF MEAT, MILK AND PROVISIONS 


The Honorable Board of Health: 

Gentlemen : 
Herein is submitted my report for the year 1916. 
Inspected 624 carcasses of beef, condemning 9. 
Inspected 957 hogs, condemning 2. 
Inspected 601 calves, condemning 2. 
Inspected 98 sheep. 
Inspected and scored 167 dairies. 


Inspected all the milk rooms of the city several times and 
have been successful in improving the sanitary condition. 


Tested 508 samples of milk for butter fat. 
Tested 18 samples of milk for bacteria. 
Tested 54 samples of ice cream. 


Tested 70 samples of cream, and inspected 4 ice cream 
plants. 


Condemned 150 pounds of beef, 19 pounds of veal, 3 
turkeys. : 


Condemned 60 bushels of potatoes. 


_ Answered 54 complaints on milk and meat. 
Respectfully submitted, 


BERNARD M. CoLLiNs, V. M. D., 
Inspector of Meat, Milk and Provisions. 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF SANITATION 


The Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen : 


As Inspector, I herewith submit my report for the 
year 1916. 

There were 609 complaints on garbage from this office 
alone, and 1,577 complaints of various kinds. 


Licenses Issued 


Retail Ice Cream licenses, 100 
Wholesale Ice Cream licenses, 18 
Peddlers' Ice Cream licenses, 4 
Slaughtering licenses, 21 
Baker licenses, 41 
Barber licenses, 38 
Livery Stable licenses, 6 
Meat Market licenses, 61 
Oleomargarine licenses, 11 
Manicure and massage licenses, 20 
Rendering Plant license, 1 
Permit for Second Hand Store, 1 
Undertaker licenses, 8 


Dairies inspected, 75 
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Made inspections of water situation on Sadler Avenue, 
Broadway and Plum Street sections. 
Made 51 inspections of slaughtering. 


Sewer Extensions and Connections 


There have been 132 sewer connections, and 14 sewer 
extensions. Extensions were made through the following 


streets: 
Daniels Street, "XD Pomeroy Avenue, 
Cole Avenue, (two extensions), 
Newell Avenue, Fern Street, 
Fifth Street, Warriner Street, 
Parkside Avenue, Sloan Street, 
Dean Place, Lower East Street, 
Dickinson Avenue, (two extensions), P 
William Street, Onota Street. 


Dead Horses 


There have been 127 dead horses removed by Mr. Barton 
and Mr. Kirchner. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Tuomas J. Davis, 
Sanitary Inspector. 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


AGENT TO ISSUE BURIAL PERMITS 


The Honorable Board of Health: 
Gentlemen: f 
The following is the report of the Agent to Issue Burial 
Permits for the year 1916. 
Burial Permits issued for burial in Pittsfield of bodies 
of persons who died in Pittsfield .............. ... 429 
Burial Permits issued for transportation from Pittsfield 
of bodies of persons who died in Pittsfield and 
were buried elsewhere .......................... 123 
Burial Permits issued for burial in Pittsfield of bodies 
of Pittsfield residents who died elsewhere and 
were removed to Pittsfield ...................... 16 
Burial Permits issued for burial in Pittsfield of bodies 
of non-residents who died elsewhere and were re- 
moved to Pittsfield ........................ ..... 94 


Respectfully submitted, 


SARA À. McNEICE, 
Agent to Issue Burial Permits. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 


Office of Chief Engineer, 
Pittsfield Fire Department. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen : 


I have the honor to submit the annual report of the 
Pittsfield Fire Department for the year ending December 31st. 
1916. 

I herewith submit the report of the work of the Pittsfield 
Fire Department, which will include a list of fires and alarms, 
the causes of fires as near as could be ascertained; the value 
of property at risk, the amount of loss, the insurance, and the 
insurance paid on the same; recommendations for the ensuing 
year, and other information which I deem of interest. ' 


Fire Alarms 


The department has responded to 147 alarms during the 
year, of which 49 were box alarms, 97 telephone calls, 1 verbal 
call, 1 6f the box alarms being false. A total of 50 calls less 
than last year. ° 

Apparatus 


The apparatus of the department consists of one 75 ít. 
American La France gasoline electric four wheel drive aerial 
truck, one Pope-Hartford chemical combination, one Pope- 
Hartíord Chief's car, one Pope-Hartford service car, two Sea- 
grave chemical combinations, one horse drawn chemical com- 
bination in reserve, one small ladder truck in reserve, one 
Metropolitan engine, one Silsby engine, one Clapp & Jones 
engine. At West Pittsfield Station, one horse drawn chemical | 
combination, one Clapp & Jones engine. 
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Apparatus Distributed as Follows 


CENTRAL STATION—One motor aerial truck, two motor 
chemical combinations, one Chief's car, one service car, one 
Metropolitan engine, one Silsby engine. 


MORNINGSIDE STATION—One motor chemical combination, 
one horse drawn chemical combination in reserve, one Clapp 
& Jones engine in reserve, one small truck in reserve. 


West PITTSFIELD STATIoN— One horse drawn chemical 
combination, one Clapp « Jones engine. 


Permanent Force 
The present organization is constituted as follows: Chief 
engineer, one deputy chief, two captains, two lieutenants, two 
engineers of engines, one mechanician, and twenty-four 
permanent men, assigned as chauffeurs, hosemen and ladder 
men. 


Call Force 


The call force of this department consists of thirteen men. 


Volunteer Force 


West Pittsfield Company has a volunteer force of fifty 
members. 


Hose , 


Number of feet of 212" hose in good condition, 6,400 ft. 
This department should have on hand at all times not less 


than 10,000 feet of hose. We are using 2,200 feet in very poor 
condition. 
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Days of the Week on Which Fires Occurred 


Sunday, 
Monday, 
Tuesday, 
Wednesday, 
Thursday, 
Friday, 
Saturday, 


Total, 


Number of Fires Each Month 


January, 
February, 


March, 
April, 
May, 

June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


Total, 


Number of feet of hose laid and used, 
Chemical tanks used, 
Extinguishers used, 


Extinguishers charged outside of department, 186 


Men left on duty after fires, 


25 
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Fire Department Building Inspection 
During the year there has been: 


3,183 Building inspections. 
282 Reinspections. 
218 Cellars ordered cleaned. 
16 Back yards ordered cleaned. 
41 Halls and buildings cleaned. 
1 Store cleaned. 
I Work-shop cleaned. 
5 Fire pails refilled. 
22 Extinguishers found useless and recharged. 


The inspection work of the department, while giving the 
men a knowledge of construction of buildings, has been a great 
factor in reducing the fire loss. 


Causes of Fires, .1916 


Overheated smoke pipe, 
Incendiary, Investigation by police, 
Cigar or Cigarette, 

Chimney fires, 

Tramps, 

Careless use of matches, 
Steam pipe covering, 

Hot ashes in wooden box, 
Lamp smoking in dwelling, 
Steam coming out of chimney, 
Grease boiling over on stove, 
Furniture polish cloths, 

Street R. R. motor, 

Smoking in barn, 

Lightning, 

Public dump, 

Locomotive, 

Gas tank exploded, 
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Lighted candle left in cellar, 
Defective chimney, 

Sparks from chimney, 
Smoke from furnace, 

Blast furnace, 

Needless calls, 

Billboard set afire by boys, 
Alcohol lamp, 

Grass fires, 

Steam from vent pipe, 
Straw set afire by boys, 
Spontaneous combustion in oil mop, 
Spontaneous combustion in rags, 
Automobile, 

False alarm, 

Children and matches, 
Leaves afire in street, 
Rubbish set afire by boys, 
Clerk smoking in cellar, 
Spark from boiler, 
Thawing soil pipe, 

Lamp too near curtain, 
Smoking in bed, 

Kerosene lamp exploded, 
Spark from fireplace, 

Oil stove exploded, 

Brush fire, 

Overheated bearing, 
Overheated stove, 
Incubator, 

Static electricity, 

Swinging gas bracket, 
Workmen repairing gas pipe, 


Total, 
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There have been two deaths by fire. April 23rd, in barn 
on Hamilton Place, Andrew Colbert and James Penner, sleep- 
ing in barn, suffocated by smoke. 


Recommendations, 1917 


I would recommend the purchase of 3,000 feet of hose at 
once. In my recommendations last year I asked for 3,000 
feet and received r,000 feet. This department has been forced 
to use discarded and leaking hose the past year, in order to 
reload apparatus. 


I would recommend the purchase of a machinist's lathe. 
This machine will enable us to do our own repairing which 
at times is necessary in the night. 


I would recommend the appointment of five permanent 
men. As the law requiring every man to have one day off 
duty in every five leaves this department very short-handed. 
From June Ist to November Ist eight to ten men off duty 
every day. 


I would recommend a concrete apparatus floor at the 
Central Station, as the present floor is very much patched up 
and in poor condition for motor apparatus. 


I would recommend that Rules and Regulations for the 
government of this department be adopted and printed in 
pamphlet form. 


I would recommend the purchase of a motor city service 
truck, at a cost of about $6,000. This department should have 
this piece of apparatus to respond to alarms in the residential 
districts. 


I would recommend a fire station at the Junction of 
Wahconah Street and Peck's Road; to house one piece of 
apparatus and six men; station to be built after the bungalow 
plan. 
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Record of Fires for Year 1916 


January Ist. Tel.*call. 9.25 a. m. 185 Fenn street. 
Building of wood construction. Tin shop. Owned and occu- 
pied by C. C. Henry. Cause, overheated stove-pipe. 


January Ist. Tel. call. 7.05 p. m. 18 Bank Row. Build- 
ing of brick construction. Business block. Owned by Allen 
H. Bagg. Cause incendiary. Value of building $17,000. In- 
surance on building $14,000. Insurance paid on building $25. 
Value of contents $7,000. Insurance on contents $6,200. In- 
surance paid on contents $60. 


January sth. Box 42. 6.11 p. m. 281 North street. 
Building of mill construction. Business block. Owned by 
J. M. Burns. Occupied by Lou Sharlet clothing house. Cause 
incendiary. Investigated by police. Value of building $52,000. 
Insurance on building $20,580. Insurance paid on building 
$1,685. Value of contents $35,784.65. Insurance on contents 
$36,500. Insurance paid on contents $4,085.01. 


January 15th. Tel. call. 10.57 p.m. 68 Third street. 
Chimney fire in block owned and occupied by Noland & 
Hibbert. 


January 15th. Tel. call. 4.45 p.m. 156 East street. 
Chimney fire in house owned and occupied by Thomas 
Plunkett. 


January 17th. Box 321. 8.35 a.m. Io Atlantic avenue. 
Chimney fire in house owned and occupied by A. Cappola. 


January 19th. Tel. call. 12.45 p.m. Williams street. 
Chimney fire in house owned by Ogden estate. 


January 22nd. Tel. call. 7.48 p.m. 107 West Union 
street. Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned 
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and occupied by Abraham Reubin. Cause careless use of 
matches. Value of building $2,500. Insurance on building 
$1,700. Insurance paid on building.$76. Value of contents 
$500. Insurance on contents $500. Insurance paid on con- 
tents $146. š 


January 23rd. Tel. call. 11.45 a.m. 383 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Owned by England Bros. 
Occupied by Washington lunch. Cause cigar or cigarette set 
awning afire. Value of contents $5,000. Insurance on con- 
tents $4,000. Insurance paid on contents $17. 


January 25th. Tel. call. 12.35 p.m. 89 South street. 
Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned and occupied 
by the Old Lady's Home. Cause hot ashes in wood box. 


January 27th. Tel. call. 9.46 a.m.  Pontoosuc Mill. 
Building of brick construction. Mill. Building owned and 
occupied by Pontoosuc Mill. Cause overheated bearing. 


February Ist. Box 426. 5.01 p.m. 132 Fourth street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling and stores. Owned 
by McMahon Bros. Occupied by Joseph Boyer. Cause kero- 
sene oil stove exploded. I 


February 4th. Tel. call. 3.28 p.m. 22 Maplewood 
avenue. Building owned and occupied by St. Joseph Parochial 
School. No fire. 


February 4th. Tel. call. 9.40 p.m. I56 Linden street. 
Chimney fire in house owned by August Seelig. Occupied by 
Daniel Hagerty. 


February 5th. Tel. call. 9.30 p.m. 111 Linden street. 
No fire; lamp smoking in house owned by Harry Blank. 


February 12th. Tel. call. 3.04 p.m. Gorton street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
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pied by Raymond Mercure. Cause defective chimney. Value 
of building $2,500. Insurance on building $2,000. Insurance 
paid on building $2,000. Value of contents $1,000. Insurance 
on contents $1,000. Insurance paid on contents $460.20. 


February 13th. Tel. call. 6.55 p.m. 375 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Apartments. Owned by 
England Bros. Occupied by Mrs. Charles Harris. Laundry 
in hall afire. Cause investigated by police. 


February 14th. Box 42. 10.34 p. m. Burns Block. No 
fire. 


February 19th. Tel. call. 5.20 p.m. 311 Peck's road. 
Chimney fire in house occupied by Alfred Wigglesworth. 


February 21st. Tel. call. 6.45 a.m. Lincoln street. 
Chimney fire in house owned by Louis Bastion. Occupied by 
Mrs. Mary Murphy. 


February 21st. Tel. call. 4.05 p.m. 105 Wendell 
avenue. Building of brick construction. Owned by Gilbert 
West. Occupied by A. A. Mills. Cause spark from fireplace. 


February 21st. Tel. call. 11.38 p.m. 758 North street. 
House owned by Patrick Connolly. Occupied by J. W. Craig. 
No fire. 


February 24th. Tel. call. 11.30 a.m. 105 Wahconah 
street. Building owned by Wilbur Bristol. Occupied by 
H. Merceiske. Cause careless use of matches in bath room. 
Value of building $7,000. Insurance on building $7,000. 'In- 
surance paid on building $375. 


February 27th. Tel. call. 8.15 a. m. 145 Francis avenue. 
Chimney fire in house owned and occupied by F. F. Dwyer. 


64 FIRE DEPARTMENT 


February 27th. Tel. call. 2.30 p. m. 26 Euclid avenue. 
House owned by Clarence Crandall. Occupied by Harry 
Sloper. No fire. 


March 4th. Tel. call. 6.21 p.m. 657 North street. 
Building owned by James Murphy Estate. Occupied by Miss 
Murphy and others. No fire. 


March sth. Tel. call. 10.15 p. m. 97 Maplewood avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Owned by Miss Mary Bristol. 
Dwelling. Occupied by W. F. Francis. Cause oily rags. 
Value of building $6,500. Insurance on building $5,000. In- 
surance paid on building $155.22. Value of contents $3,010. 
Insurance on contents $2,500. Insurance paid on contents 
$120. 


March oth. Box 34. 5.00 a.m. 27 Jordan avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu-. 
pied by Ralph Libbio and others. Cause overheated stove in 
bedroom. Value of building $4,000. Insurance on building 
$4,000. Insurance paid on building $718.75. Value of con- 
tents $1,280. Insurance paid on contents $352. 


March oth. Box o. 6.42 p.m. 113 Wahconah street. 
Building of wood construction. Business and dwelling. Owned 
by Robert Kelly. Occupied by John Barber. Cause old rags 
in hallway. Set afire by boys. 


March oth. Box 372. 10.21 p.m. 29 Bradford street. 
Building of brick construction. Owned by England Brothers. 
Occupied by Star Decorating Co. Cause spontaneous com- 
bustion in oil mop. Value of building $135,000. Insurance on 
building $108,500. Insurance paid on building $378. Value 
of contents $2,900. Insurance on contents $3,000. Insurance 
paid on contents $227.19. 


March 14th. Tel. call. 6.30 a.m. 32 and 34 Jordan 
avenue. Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned 
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and occupied by Vietto Sinopoli. Cause overheated stove. 
Value of building $4,000. Insurance on building $3,500. In- 
surance paid on building $35. 


March 22nd. Tel. call. 4.55 p.m. 54 Glenwood avenue. 
Cause back draft in chimney in house owned and occupied by 
H. C. Williams. . 


March 22nd. 8.45 a. m. 32 South John street. Building 
of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by J. M. Liviston. 
Occupied by J. M. Spaulding. Cause thawing pipe in cellar. 


March 23rd. Tel. call. 6.50 p. m. 37 Atwood avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by Samuel Medlyn. No fire. 

March 25th. Box 37. 7.07 p. m. 7 and 9 Hayes place. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by Carmina Mazza. Cause kerosene lamp exploded. 
Value of building $4,000. Insurance on building $4,000. In- 
surance paid on building $2,000. Value of contents $1,000. 
Insurance on contents $800. Insurance paid on contents $420. 


March 25th. Box 42. 11.03 p.m. 246 North street. 
Building of stone and brick construction. Owned by Merrill 
estate. Cause incendiary. Investigated by police. 


- March 28th. . Box 372. 4.43 p.m. 361 and 365 North 
street. Building of brick construction. Business block. Owned 
by John Brackin. Occupied by Mohican Company. Cause 
grease overrunning on stove in bake oven. 


March 31st. Tel. call. 6.53 p.m. 10 Scammell avenue. 
No fire. Fumigating house owned by Edward Lambert. Oc- 
cupied by Harry Early. 


April rst. Tel. call. 7.57 p.m. 62 South Church street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Gilbert 
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West. Occupied by Joseph Smith. Cause swinging gas ` 
bracket. 


April 4th. Tel. call. 11.22 p.m. 150 Onota street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by Antonio Cichetto. Cause incendiary. Investigated 
by police. 


April sth. Box 321. For fire in same building, 150 Onota 
street. Value of building $1,500. Insurance on building 
$1,500. Insurance paid on building $550. "Value of contents 
$1,000. Insurance on contents $1,000. Insurance paid on 
contents $324. 


April 6th. Tel. call. 3.30 p.m. Grass fire Common- 
wealth avenue. 

April 12th. Box 28. 11.57 p. m. 53 West street. Build- 
ing of brick construction. Owned by Michael Casey Estate. 
Occupied by Cone Brothers' saloon. McGlinn Barber Shop. 
Cause careless use of matches. Value of building $36,000. 
Insurance on building $28,000. Insurance paid on building 
$258.32. Value of contents $5,500. Insurance on contents 
$5,000. Insurance paid on contents $736.68. 


April 13th. Tel. call. 5.48 p. m. 251 North street. Build- 
ing owned by C. W. Wright. Occupied by Engstrom Drug 
Store. Cause overloaded electric wire. No fire. 


April 15th. Tel. call. 716 p.m. 479 North street. 
Chimney fire in house owned by George W. Clark. Occupied 
by Dr. S. A. Solomon. 


April 18th. Box 49. 8.27 a. m. 31 Norman avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by W. 
Watson. Occupied by W. J. Williams. Cause careless use of 
matches. Value of building $6,000. Insurance on building 
$6,000. Insurance paid on building $75.35. 
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April 20th. Tel. call. 9.45 a. m. Grass fire. Chickering 
street. 


April 23rd. Box 42. 12.58 a.m. Hamilton Place. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Livery stable. Owned by George 
Burbank Estate. Occupied by Clark E. Hamilton. Cause fire 
from pipe set hay afire. Value of building $1,000. Insurance 
on building $800. Insurance paid on building $144.46. Value 
of contents $3,500. Insurance on contents $2,600. Insurance 
paid on contents $2,356. 


April 30th. Box 52. 9.45 p.m. I and 3 Pond street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Joseph 
Flemming. Occupied by Henry Plumb, C. A. Messer, Mrs. 
Barnes, G. W. Mason. Cause spontaneous combustion in rags 
in cellar. Value of building $6,000. dnsurance on building 
$2,500. Insurance paid on building $1,583. Loss not insured 
$200. 


April 3oth. Box 37. 12.00 p. m. 146 Robbins avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Karl 
Dannibuski. Occupied by Willis Johnson and Ralph Seroon. 
Cause incendiary. Investigated by police. Value of building 
$3,000. Insurance on building $2,500. Insurance paid on 
building $786. Value of contents $1,100. Insurance on con- 
tents $1,100. Insurance paid on contents $357. 


May 3rd. Verbal call. 6.so a.m. Park Square. Car on 
Berkshire Street Railway afire. Cause electric motor. 


May 7th. Box 42. 11.47 a.m. Y. M. C. A. Cause 
grease in oven. 


May 7th. Box 42. 12.10 p. m. 221 North street. Build- 
ing of brick construction. Shoe Store. Owned by Cebra 
Quackenbush Estate. Occupied by J. S. Robertson. Cause 
match or cigarette dropped through broken dead-light. Value 
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of building $90,000. Insurance on building $84,000. Insur- 
ance paid on building $45.92. Value of contents $12,000. In- 
surance on contents $11,000. Insurance paid on contents $903. 


May 13th. Box 42. 8.08 p.m. 254 North street. Fire 
in awning on Merrill building. Cause cigar or cigarette. Value 
of building $35,000. Insurance on building $32,000. Insur- 
ance paid on building $55. 


May 13th. Box 42 and 372. 12.00 midnight. 351-353 
North street. Building of brick construction. Business block. 
Owned by John Brackin. Occupied by Halperin & Frumkin 
Furniture Store. Cause cigarette. Value of building $19,000. 
Insurance on building $15,000. Insurance paid on building 
$1,906. Value of contents $9,700. Insurance on contents 
$9,000. Insurance paid on contents $6,333.10. 


May 16th. Tel. call. 1.44 p. m. 46 Lake street. Chimney 
fire in house owned by T. E. McSweeney. Occupied by James 
Spence. 


May 17th. Tel. call. 11.40 p.m. 102 Lyman street. 
: Chimney fire in house owned by Conrad Funk. Occupied by 
J. H. Dugan. 


May 18th. Tel. call. 12.40 p.m. 79 Burbank street. 
Chimney fire in house owned and occupied by W. H. Smith. 


May 26th. Tel. call. 3.20 a.m. 387 East street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by M. B. War- 
ner. Unoccupied. Cause tramps. Value of building $1,600. 
Insurance on building $1,600. Insurance paid on building 
$1,400. 


May 26th. Tel. call. 2.00 p.m. 261 North street. 
Building owned by C. W. Wright. Occupied by Meyer Store. 
Cause pan of chocolate boiling over on gas stove. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 69 


May 31st. Tel. call. 6.42 p.m. 140 Robbins avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by Nathan Joseph. Cause child and matches. 


June sth. Box 32. 11.30 a.m. 352 Columbus avenue. 
Building of brick construction. Owned by Berkshire BIEWIDE 
Association. Cause lightning. 


" June oth. Tel. call. 11.45 p.m. 64 Springside avenue. 
Cause incubator owned by E. D. Birchard. 


June 11th. Box 39. 1.23a. m. 501 North street. Build- 
ing owned by City Garage. Cause alcohol lamp. 


June 11th. Box 35. 11.01 a.m. 34 and 40 Depot street. 
Building of brick construction. Lodging house on second 
floor. Owned by Berkshire Brewing Association. Occupied 
by John Willett. Cause pan of grease boiling over on stove. 


June 13th. Tel. call. 7.12 p.m. South Mountain road. 
Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned and occupied 
by S. A. Warner. Cause smoking pipe in barn. ° 


June 17th. Tel. call. 10.00 a.m. 262 East street. 
Chimney fire in house owned by J. Neal Estate. 


June 21st. Tel. call. 8.50 p.m. North street. Dr. 
Frawley's automobile afire. 

June 3oth. Tel. call. 4.30 p.m. Turner avenue. Rub- 
bish in public dump. 


July 3rd. Box 28. 6.25 p.m. South street. Automobile 
afire. 


July roth. Tel. call. 1.15 a.m. 68 Jordan avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Carmelo 
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Manaldo. Occupied by Mrs. Bruno Penna. Cause smoking 
in bed. Value of building $2,500. Insurance on building 
$2,500. Insurance paid on building $1,159. Value of contents 
$500. Insurance on contents $1,000. Insurance paid on con- 
tents $700. | ` 


July 11th. Tel. call. 6.00 p.m. 109 West street. Build- 
ing oí brick construction. Stores and dwellings. Owned by 
Gilbert West. Occupied by Mrs. Ellen O'Donnell Cause 
children and matches. 


July 16th. Tel. call. 12.27 p.m. 27 Madison avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwellings. Owned by John 
Levinsky. Occupied by Polish people. Cause children playing 
with matches. 


July 17th. Box 41. 3.30 p. m. 25 North street. Build- 
ing of brick construction. Business block. Owned by Alex- 
ander Kennedy. Occupied by Bence Pharmacy. Cause clerk 
smoking in cellar. Value of building $28,000. Insurance on 
building $24,000. Insurance paid on building $40. Value of 
contents $16,500. Insurance on contents $14,000. Insurance 
paid on contents $101.65. 


July 20th. Box 39. 6.12 p. m. 29 Bradford street. 
Building of brick construction. Business block. Owned by 
England Brothers. Occupied by Star Decorating Company. 
Cause incendiary. Investigated by police. 


. July 21st. Tel. call. 3.40 a.m. 104 Hawthorne avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by George Bernier. Cause lightning. 


July 21st. Tel. call. 8.50 p.m. 102 Hawthorne avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by George 
Bernier. Occupied by Merdick Memard. Cause lightning. 
Value of building $5,500. Insurance $4,000. Insurance paid 
$35.00 | | 
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July 23rd. Tel. call. 4.27 p.m. 164 Dalton road. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occupied by 
Tony Verginio. Cause smoking in bed. 


July 30th. Tel. call. 10.55 p.m. 102 Fourth street. 
House owned by Charles Kellogg Estate. Occupied by Mar- 
garet Davison. No fire. 


August rst. Tel. call. 8.38 a.m. 37 Circular avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Jennie 
Piscioneri. Occupied by Salvatore Mara. Cause children 
playing with matches. 


August 3rd. Tel. call. 4.15 p.m. 97 Wahconah street. 
No fire. 


August 4th. Box 9. 4.34 p.m. 142 Wahconah street. 
Building of wood construction. Stores and dwelling. Owned 
by Henry Doran. Occupied by Atlantic & Pacific Tea Co. 
Cause boys set fire to straw in cellar. 


August 11th. Box 31. 11.17 p.m. Rear of 177 Robbins 
Avenue. Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned by 
Nora McDonough. Occupied by Harry Keyviske. Cause 
careless use of match. Value of building $400. Insurance on 
building $300. Insurance paid on building $250. Value c: 
contents $1,500. Insurance on contents $1,000. Insurance 
paid on contents $687. | 


August 17th. Box 26. 6.32 p. m. Mill street. Standard 
Oil Plant. Cause static electricity. 


August 24th. Tel. call. 11.40 a.m. 404 Newell street. 
Chimney fire in house owned and occupied by John Allessio. 


August 27th. Tel. call. 1.17 p. m. 404 Newell street. 
Billboard afire. Cause boy set fire to grass. 
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August 28th. Box 42. 12.50 a.m. 232 North street. 
Building owned by Thomas Riley Estate. No fire. 


August 28th. Box 31. 5.51 a.m. 168 Linden street. 
Fire in old ice house owned and occupied by Maurice Leavitt. 


September ist. Tel. call. 4.40 p.m. 335 South street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by D. E. Thompson. Cause workmen repairing gas pipe. 


September sth. Box 31. 4.18 a. m. 131 Linden street. 
Building of wood construction. Stores and dwellings. Owned 
and occupied by Louis Bissell. Cause careless use of match. 
Value of building $2.500. Insurance on building $2,200. In- 
surance paid on building $441. Value of contents $1,000. 
Insurance on contents $1,000. Insurance paid on contents $9. 


September sth. Tel. call. 10.40 a. m. B. € A. Yard. 
Pullman coach afire on Boston & Albany Railroad. 


September 6th. Tel. call. 4.20 a. m. Columbus avenue. 
Pile of old ties afire. 


September 11th. Tel. call. r.50a. m. 37 Jordan avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Stores and dwelling. Owned 
by Pietro Cimini. Occupied by Tony Parise. Value of build- 
ing $3,000. Insurance on building $3,000. Insurance paid on 
building $1,800. Value of contents $2,900. Insurance on con- 
tents $2,900. Insurance paid on contents $946. Cause de- 
fective chimney. 


September 13th. Box 31. 11.52 p.m. 181 Dewey ave- 
nue. Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned by Zinger 
& Block. Occupied by M. Kaplan. Cause spontaneous com- 
 bustion in old rags. Value of building $700. Insurance on 
building $700. Insurance paid on building $300. 
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September roth. Tel. call. 11.23 a.m. 24 Adam street. — 
Chimney fire in house owned and occupied by C. H. Booth 
Estate. | 


September 25th. Tel. call. 5.23 p. m. Hollister street. 
No fire. 


September 25th. Box 372. 8.08 p.m. 437 North street. 
Building owned by John Brackin. Occupied by Mills Butter 
Co. Cause lighted candle left in cellar. 


September 24th. Tel. call. 11.30.a. m. 2 South street. 
Fire in smoke pipe in Wendell Hotel. 


September 24th. Tel. call. 3.50 p. m. 41 West street. 
Building owned by Wendell Hotel. Occupied by Frederick 
Crosier. Cause open steam pipe. 


September goth. Verbal call. 7.40 p. m. At Park, Berk- 
shire Street R. R. car afire. Cause motor. 


October Ist. Box 426. 11.34 a.m. Oak street. Spon- 
taneous combustion in shed owned and occupied by Faulkner 
Lumber Company. 


October Ist. Tel. call. 8.31 p.m. Benedict road. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Barn owned by Russell Allen. 
Cause tramps. 


October 3rd. Tel. call. 10.55 a. m. 41 Clapp avenue. 
Needless call. Cause smoke from chimney. 


October 3rd. Tel. call. 3.15 p.m. 187 Burbank street. 
House owned and occupied by E. Devanney. Needless call. 
No fire. | 


October 4th. Tel. call. 11.15 a.m. 9 Gorton street. 
House owned by Elmer Durgin. Occupied by H. E. Snow. 
Needless call. No fire. 
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October 5th. Tel. call. 10.30 a.m. 239 Woodleigh 
avenue. Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned 
and occupied by Alfonse Correale. Cause spark from chimney. 
Value of building $2,000. Insurance on building $1,500. In- 
surance paid on building $25. 


October roth. Tel. call. 11.15 a.m. 30 Dewey avenue. 
Building owned by R. Simonette. Occupied by R. Simonette 
and Frank Russo. Cause smoking in bed. 


October roth. Tel. call. 12.56 p.m. 7o Calumet street. 
Building owned by Robert Kelly. Occupied by John Curley. 
Cause pan of grease. 


October 11th. Box 4. 10.11 a.m. Taconic Mill grounds. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by J. & 
E. H. Wilson. Occupied by Steve Stumskey. Cause defective 
chimney. 


October 13th. Tel. call. 11.40 p.m. South of West 
Housatonic street. Building of wood construction. Dwell- 
ing. Owned and occupied by Raffael Povi. Cause defective 
chimney. "Value of building $1,000. Insurance on building 
$1,000. Insurance paid on building $1,000. Value of contents 
$400. Insurance on contents $400. Insurance paid on con- 
tents $400. 


October 16th. Box 33. 1.37 p.m. oi King street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Charles 
Frederick. Occupied by Harry Davis. Cause spontaneous 
combustion in clothes press. Value of building $2,500. In- 
surance on building $2,000. Insurance paid on building $25. 


October 16th. Tel. call. 9.50 p. m. 314 Richmond road. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by W. F. McClay. Cause lamp too near curtain. Value 
of building $3,500. Insurance on building $2,500. Insurance 
paid on building $341.00 
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October 17th. Tel. call. 12.50 p.m. 75 Greylock ter- 
race. Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by. 
Frederick Le Blair. Occupied by Joseph Hall. Cause spark 
from boiler. 


October 21st. Tel. call. 1.15 p. m. Rear of 1532 North 
street. Building of wood construction. Bungalow. Owned 
and occupied by J. L. Hughes. Cause defective chimney. 
Value of building $700. Insurance on building $600. Insur- 
ance paid on building $600. Value of contents $1,200. In- 
surance on contents $1,200. Insurance paid on contents 


$759.15. 


October 21st. Box 452. 10.44 p. m. 81 Dalton avenue. 
Building of brick construction. Stores and dwelling. Owned 
by Edward Halpin. Occupied by Michael Casey. Cause care- 
less use of match. Value of building $9,000. Insurance on 
building $7,000. Insurance paid on building $25.00. 


October 22nd. Box 42. 5.26 p.m. 183 North street. 
Building of brick construction. Club room. Building owned 
by Hull & Morton. Occupied by Bicycle Club. Cause cigar or 
cigarette in waste basket. Value of building $50,000. Insur- 
ance on building $47,000. Insurance paid on building $37. 


October 22nd. Box 42. 5.57 p.m. 100 Eagle street. 
Building of wood construction. Barn. Owned by William 
Barnes Estate. Occupied by Italians. Cause carelessness in 
use of match. Value of building $600. Insurance on building 
$300. Insurance paid on building $25. | 


October 23rd. Tel. call. 10.20 a.m. 59 Weller avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by Stephen Roman. Cause careless use of match. Value 
of building $4,000. Insurance on building $2,500. Insurance 
paid on building $15. 
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October 26th. Tel. call. 9.30 a.m. 32 Jones avenue. 
Chimney fire in house owned and occupied by Charles 
Williams. | 


October 27th. Tel. call. s.47 p.m. Linden street. Cause 
leaves aire on Gamwell place. 


October 28th. Tel. call. 5.35 p.m. 8 Oak street. Build- 
ing of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Mrs. Field. 
Occupied by James Marshall. Cause overheated stove pipe. 


October 29th. Tel. call. 2 p.m. Near South street. 
Brush fire N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. 


October 29th. Tel. call. 3.35 p.m. Tyler and Burbank 
streets. Fire in unoccupied house. Cause children and 
matches. 


October 30th. Box 312. 11.18 p. m. 64 Linden street. 
Building owned by Robert Harrington. Occupied by Jessie 
Hackett. Cause boys set fire to box of rubbish. 


November Ist. Box 425. 7.04 p.m. 319 Fenn street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Charles 
Genovese. Occupied by Charles Lebrize. Cause children and 
matches. Value of building $5,000. Insurance on building 
$4,000. Insurance paid on building $20. Value of contents 
$600. Insurance on contents $600. Insurance paid on con- 
tents $18. 


November oth. Tel. call. 2.27 p. m. 185 High street. 
Grass fire on land owned by W. C. Pollock. 


November 11th. Tel. call. 8.40 a. m. 3 Newell street. 
Chimney fire in house owned by Bady Herbert. Occupied by 
C. E. Kendall. 


November 12th. Tel. call. 12.30 p.m. 3 Springside 
avenue. Building of weod construction. Dwelling. Owned 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 11 


by David Molner Estate. Occupied by J. Hancock. Cause 
spark from fireplace. 


November 17th. Box 62. 11.55 a.m. 9 Turner avenue. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Michael 
Amerousvk. Occupied by Polish people. -Cause careless use 
of match. Value of building $4,500. Insurance on building 
$4,000. Insurance paid on building $20. 


November 18th. Tel. call. 7.47 p. m. 18 Bank Row. 
Building of brick construction. Business block. Owned by 
Allen Bagg. Cause cigar or cigarette in waste basket. 


November 18th. Box 27. 8.13 p.m. 140-156 West 
street. Building of wood construction. Stores and dwelling. 
Owned by E. H. Robbins. Unoccupied. Cause tramps. 


November 19th. Box 5. 4.05 p.m. 310 Wahconah 
street. Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by 
James Sheridan. Occupied by A. Pratt. Cause overheated 
stove. No loss. 


November 20th. Tel. call. 5.40 p.m. 42 Russell ter- 
race. Building owned and occupied by Graduate Nurses’ As- 
sociation. No fire. 


- November 21st. Tel. call. 6.10 p.m. Rear of 60 Linden 
street. Leaves afire on property owned by Robert Harrington. 


November 24th. Box 324. 6.45 p.m. False alarm. 


November 26th. Tel. call 12.40 p. m. Hancock 
Shakers. Building of wood construction. Laundry and work 
shop. Owned and occupied by Shakers. (In town of Han- 
cock). Cause sparks from chimney. Value of building 
$7,000. Insurance on building $5,000. Insurance paid on 
building $119.10. 
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December ist. Tel. call. 10.21 p.m. 272-276 Fenn 
street. Building of wood construction. Foundry. Owned 
and occupied by Chapel Machine Co. Cause blast furnace set 
fire to woodwork. 


December 6th. Box 321. 8.35 p. m. 15 Atlantic avenue. 
Chimney fire in house owned and occupied by Tony Daley. 


December 7th. Box 26. 12.07 a.m. 35 Mill street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by Fafflo Pigoni. Cause overheated stove. Value of 
building $2,000. Insurance on building $2,000. Insurance paid 
on building $525. Value of contents $400. Insurance on con- 
tents $300. Insurance paid on contents $155. 


December 7th. Tel. call. 5.24 p. m. Westminster street. 
No fire. 


December goth. Tel. call. 9.55 a.m. 30 Woodleigh ave- 
nue. Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by 
John J. Higgins. Occupied by Richard A. Toomey. Cause 
defective chimney. Value of building $4,000. Insurance on 
building $3,000. Insurance paid on building $51.20. Value of 
contents $1,500. Insurance on contents $1,500. Insurance paid 
on contents $45.65. 


December 1oth. Box 31. 6.28 p.m. Rear of 226 Rob- 
bins avenue. Building of wood construction. Junk shop. 
Owned by Solomon Gen. Occupied by New York Junk Co. 
Cause cigarette thrown in rags. Value of building $1,100. 
Insurance on building $800. Insurance paid on building $800. 
Value of contents $1,439. Insurance on contents $1,000. In- 
surance paid on contents $902.53. | 


December 13th. Tel. call. 10.57 p.m. 144 Francis ave- 
nue. Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by 
C. H. Wright. Occupied by John F. Hickey. Cause incen- 
diary. Value of building $4,500. Insurance on building 
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$4,000. Insurance paid on building $30. Value of contents 
$400. Insurance on contents $2,500. No insurance paid on 
contents. 


December 21st. Tel. call. 7.12 p. m. 224 Fourth street. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned and occu- 
pied by Tony Renzo. Cause children playing with matches 
set fire to rags. 


December 23rd. Box 62. 12.49 p. m. 25 and 27 Turner 
avenue. Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by 
John Govinsky. Occupied by W. Ambrouskie, M. Koske, D. 
Zakordonsky, G. Galensky. Cause cigarette thrown in wood 
pile in cellar. Value of building $4,000. Insurance on build- 
ing $3,000. Insurance paid on building $625. 


December 24th. Tel. call. 2.10 a.m. 46 Holly street. 
Chimney fire in house owned by M. J. Magner. Occupied by 
Robert Fogarty. 


December 26th. Tel. call. 11.10 p. m. 12 Mill court. 
Building of wood construction. Dwelling. Owned by Gilbert 
West. Occupied by Wendell Hotel help. Cause overheated 
smoke pipe from furnace. Value of building $3,500. Insur- 
ance on building $2,700. Insurance paid on building $150. 
Value of contents $1,200. Insurance on contents $1,000. In- 
surance paid on contents $15. 


December 31st. Tel. call 1.38 p.m. 28 Reed street. 
House owned by Mrs. J. M. Stevenson. Occupied by L. T. 
Stevenson. Cause steam pipe covering afire. 


December 31st. Tel. call. 4.32 p. m. 41 Bartlett avenue. 
. House owned and occupied by George Blatchford. Cause 
steam pipe covering afire. 
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Losses by Fire During Year 1916 


(s1 Building Fires) 


Insurance loss on Buildings, 


Insurance loss on Contents, 


Total loss, 


Valuation of Buildings, 


Valuation of Contents, 


Total, 


Insurance on Buildings, 


Insurance on Contents, 


Total, 


$ 23,052 72 
22,405 65 


$ 45,458 37 


$760,000 00 ` 
124,313 65 


$884,313 65 


. $625,083 89 


119,093 00 


$777,156 89 


Valuation of Buildings Involved, 1916 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 

June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


$ 71,500 00 ` 
10,500 00 
188,500 00 
53,500 00 
149,100 OO 
(No loss) 
171,000 
400 
6,200 


16,500 


00 
00 
00 

77,200 00 
00 

15,600 oo 


3 | 


$760,000 
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Valuation of Contents Involved, 1916 


January, 
February, 


March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 

July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


$48,284 65 
1,000 OO 
8,190 oo 


| 11,100 OO ` 


21,700 00 
(No loss) 
20,200 00 
1,500 00 
4,900 00 
3,100 00 
600 00 


3,739 00 


$124,313 65 


Insurance on Buildings, 1916 


January, 
February, 
March, ` 
April, 
May, 
June, 

July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


$ 36,280 oo 
9,000 00 
157,000 00 

. 41,300 OO 
135,600 oo 


(no loss) . 


146,253 89 
300 00 
5,900 00 
67,650 00 
13,000 00 
12,800 00 


$625,083 89 
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Insurance on Contents, 1916 


January, 
February, 
March, 


` April, 


May, 

June, 

July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


$47,200 00 
1,000 00 
7,600 00 
9,700 00 

20,000 00 
(No loss) 
18,773 00 
1,500 00 
4,600 00 
2,800 00 
600 00 
5,300 00 


. $119,073 oo 


Insurance Paid on Buildings, 1916 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 

June, 
July, 
August, 
September, 
October, 
November, 
December, 


$1,786 oo 
2,375 00 
3,316 77 
3:397 13 
3,414 42 

(No loss) 
1,669 oo 

250 00 
2,541 00 
2,143 10 

159 IO 
2,001 20 


$23,052 72 
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Insurance Paid on Contents, 1916 


January, 
February, 
March, 


September, 
October, 
November, 


December, 


$4,308 or 
460 20 
1,119 I9 
3,773 68 
7,236 12 
(No loss) 
801 65 
687 00 
1,604 00 
1,294 62 
18 00 


1,103 18 


$22,405 65 


ER 


e oe UH. m 


12. 


13. 
14. 
IS. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 
21. 
23. 
24. 


25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
20. 
31. 
32. 
33- 
34. 
35- 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
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Location of Fire Alarm Boxes 


Taconic Mill, James € E. H. Wilson. 

Wahconah Street, corner Pontoosuc Avenue. 
Pontoosuc Woolen Mfg. Co. Mill. 

S. N. & C. Russell Míg. Co. Mill. 

Berkshire Woolen & Worsted Co. Mill. 

East Housatonic Street, corner Chickering Street. 
Pomeroy Avenue, corner Broad Street. 

South Street, corner George Street. 

East Street, corner Willis Street. 

East Street, corner Elm Street. 

Appleton Avenue, corner East Housatonic Street. 
Appleton Avenue, corner Dawes Avenue. 

Elm Street, corner Newell Street. 

Woodleigh Avenue, corner South Merriam Street. 
South Church Street, corner Hurlbut Street. 
South Street, corner East Housatonic Street. 
West Housatonic Street, opposite Mill Street. 
Mill Street near Standard Oil Co.'s Office. 

West Street, corner New West Street. 

South Street, corner West Street. 

Elizabeth Street, corner Buel Street. 

Linden Street, corner Dewey Avenue. 

Columbus Avenue, opposite John Street. 
Corner King and Von Nida Streets. 

West Street, corner Dewey Avenue. 

Depot Street, corner McKay Street. 

Columbus Avenue, corner Daniels Avenue. 
Bradford Street, corner Francis Avenue. 

North Street, corner Burbank Street. | 

North Street, corner Maplewood Avenue. 


41. 
42. 
43. 
45: 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
52. 
53- 
54. 
56. 
57. 
62. 
75- 
82. 
85. 
92. 

131. 

132. 

142. 

143. 

192. 

233. 

246. 

312. 

321. 

324. 

334. 

341. 

361. 


372. 
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North Street, corner School Street. 

North Street, opposite American House. 

Fenn Street, corner Pearl Street. 

Fourth Street, near Fenn Street. 

Wellington Avenue, near Maplewood Avenue. 
Brown Street, corner Curtis Street. 

Burbank Street, opposite Spring Street. 

Tyler Street, corner Dalton Avenue. 

Second Street, corner Lake Street. 

Berkshire St. Railway Co. Power House (Private). 
Lower East Street, beyond Silver Lake. 

East Street, near Pittsfield Coal Gas Co. 
Longview Avenue (Lakewood). 

Seymour Street, corner Kent Avenue. 

House of Mercy (Private). 

Church Street, corner Goodrich Street. 
Berkshire County Home for Aged Women (Private). 
General Electric Co. (Private). 

Wendell Avenue, near Broad Street. 

East Housatonic Street, corner Bartlett Avenue. 
South and. Crofut Streets. 

South Street, corner Cole Avenue. 
Northumberland Road and Dawes Avenue. 
Eaton, Crane &.Pike Co. Factory (Private). 
Center Street, corner Worthington Street. 
Madison Avenue, corner Francis Avenue. 
Linden Street, near Terrace Avenue. 

Onota Street, near Lake Avenue. 

Division Street, corner Robbins Avenue. 

West Street, beyond S. P. Briggs” residence. 
Columbus Avenue, opposite Berkshire Lumber Co. 
Corner North and Union Streets. 
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421. Corner Glenwood and Stoddard Avenues. 
423. Corner Tyler and Myrtle Streets. 
424. First Street, near Adam Street. 
425. Fenn Street, corner Second Street. 
426. Lincoln Street, corner Oak Street. 
431. Briggs Ave., between Weller and Pontoosuc Avenues. 
432. North Street, near Springside Avenue. 
434. Lenox Avenue, corner Fairview Avenue. 
452. Dalton Avenue, corner Harvard Street. 
2. Fire out or under control. 


No School—T wo blasts at 7.45 a. m. 
Militia—Ten blasts. 
Second Alarm—One blast and box repeated. 


In calling Fire Department by Telephone, whether line 
is busy or not, just say: “Fire Department, Emergency." 


In conclusion, I wish to express my appreciation of the 
able manner in which the officers and members of the depart- 
ment have performed the duties required of them, and to thank 
the Mayor, the Fire Department Committee, members of the 
City Government, and others who have in any way assisted the 
Department in attaining its high standing; also the Chief of 
Police and the force under his command, for the able per- 
formance of the duties required of them in connection with 


this department. 
Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM C. SHEPARD, 
Chief Engineer Fire Department. 


` 


REPORT 
OF THE 


POLICE DEPARTMENT 


Office of the Chief of Police, ` 
Pittsfield, Mass., January 1, 1917. 


To His Honor, the M ayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen : 

In compliance with the City Ordinance, I have the honor 
to submit herewith for your consideration the annual report 
of the Police Department for the year ending December 31, 
I916. 

Organization 

The regular force consists of a Chief, Captain, Inspector, 
Sergeant, Matron and thirty-five patrolmen, two of whom are 
detailed in the office and two for special work. 


Roster of the Police Department 


Chief of Police 
John L. Sullivan 


Captain 
John Hudner 
Inspector J. Sergeant 
Daniel J. McColgan : Stephen W. Monks 
Matron 


Sarah M. Dean 
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Patrolmen 
William H. Marshall John D. McNaughton, 
William W. Van de Bogart, William P. McCormick, 
Henchel A. Stubbs, Daniel Dunn, 
Louis O. Bastion, William H. Ford, 
Michael Fahey, Arthur E. Croughwell, 
Peter M. Lamore, Charles A. Berry, 
David J. Mangan, Michael F. Condron, 
William J. Keegan, R. Lawrence Naughton, 
John H. Hines, Thomas E. Maxwell, 
William P. Lasch, Benjamin M. Horton, 
William E. Dunn, William J. Toner, 
Dennis O'Leary, Thomas F. Hall, 
Jedediah N. Shepardson, Herbert A. Volin, 
John O'Connor, Alfredo P. Morano, 
John A. Blair, Frank A. Bartell, 
Robert F. Boyde, Rufus C. Murray, 
‘John B. Reardon, Peter O. Ano. 


Richard B. Rock, 


Reserve Officers 


James F. Grady, Charles Vincent. 
Michael F. Callahan, Francis E. Dwyer, 
Joseph F. England, Thomas J. Jarrett, 


John H. Norton, Jr., 


Superintendent of Police Signal System 


Bartholomew Cummings 


Chauffeurs 
William B. Kirtland John Leahy 


Retired 
William Tobin William G. White Dennis Hogan 
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Statistics of Arrests 


Number of persons arrested, males, 2,100 

Number of persons arrested, females, 68 

Number charged with second offence, males, 145 

Number charged with third offence, males, 8 
—— 2,32I 

Single, | 1,373 

Married, 948 
2,321 

Residents, I,420 

Non-residents, QOI 
2,321 

Americans, . 1,611 

Foreigners, 710 
2,321 

Offences against person, 122 

Offences against property, 120 

Offences against public order, 2,079 
2,321 


Number of Persons Arrested Each Month 


Month Males Females "Total 
January, 142 5 147 
February, 163 5 168 
March, 150 5 I55 
April, I94 2 196 
May, | 219 6 225 
June, 179 8 187 
July, | 208 5 213 
August, 194 6 200 
September, 238 12 250 
October, 186 7 I93 
November, 205 3 208 
December, 175 4 179 

2,253 68 2,321 
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Arrests Were Made for the Following Offences 


Adultery, 8 
Arson, 
Assault, | 5 
Assault and Battery, ‘QI 
Assault on Officer, 3 
Assault to murder, 4 
Assault with dangerous weapon, 3 
Attempt to assault, I 
Attempt to break and enter, I 
_ Bastardy, 5 
Begging, 21 
Brawler, . I 
Breaking and entering, 22 
Capias, 
Carrying dangerous weapons, 5 
Carrying revolver, I8 
Defrauding Insurance Company, 
Distributing Obscene Literature, 2 
Disorderly House, 
Disturbing the Peace, 94 
Drunkenness, I,575 
Entering building in the night time, I 
Escaped prisoner, I 
Evading railroad fare, I3 
False advertising, 3 
Forged endorsement, 3 
Fornication, 3 
Fugitives from Justice, | 3I 
Gaming Nuisance, I 


Gaming on the Lord's Day, ? 
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Illegal keeping of Liquor, 

Illegal Sale of Liquor, 

Indecent Exposure, 

Insane, 

Intimidation, 

Keeping Liquor Nuisance, 

Keeping Open Shop on the Lord's Day, ` 
Larceny, | 

Lascivious Person, | 

Lewd Cohabitation, 

Lewdness, 

Malicious Injury to Property, 

Maming, 

Manslaughter, 

Neglect to Furnish Water, Paid for, 
Neglected Children, 

Neglect of Family, 

Non-support, 

Non-support of Mother, 

Not Making Self Known After Auto Accident, 
Not Sending Child to School, 

Obstructing Fire Apparatus, 

Obtaining Signature Under False Pretense, 
Operating Motor Cycle Without License, 
Operating Motor Cycle Without Number Plates, 
Peddling without a License, 

Polygamy, 

Possession of Opium, 

Possession of obscene literature, 
Possession of obscene pictures, 

Present at Game, 7 

Present where Opium was Found, 
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Profanity, 
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Rape, 

Receiving Stolen Goods, 

Reckless driving of motor cycle, 

Resisting Officer, 

Selling Cigarettes to Minors, 

Selling Diseased Horse, 

Soliciting Insurance without License, 

Stubbornness, 

Surrendered by Probation Officer, ; I5 
Threatening, I5 
Trespass, 4 
Vagrancy, 34 
*Violation of Automobile Laws, 59 
Violation of the Chastity Law, 3 
Violation of City Ordinance, 13 
Violation of Drug Law, 1 
Violation of Junk Law, 13 


Violation of Labor Law, I 
- Violation of Masher’s Act, 7 

Violation of Slaughtering Law, I 
Violation of Street Railway Law, 2 
Violation of Trustee Process, I 


Violation of the Vehicle Light Law, 13 
Violation of Weight and Measure Law, 3 
Walking Railroad Tracks, . 4 
Watering Milk, I 
Wayward Child, S 


2,321 


*Reckless driving, driving under the influence of liquor, without 
license, light law, smoke law, open muffler, etc. 
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Disposition of Cases 


Committed to the House of Correction, 
Committed for non-payment of fines, 
Committed to the Lyman School, 
Committed to the Massachusetts Reformatory, 
Committed to Shirley Industrial School for Boys, 
Committed to State Farm, Bridgewater, 
Committed to State Hospital, Northampton, 
Committed to Women's prison, Sherborn, 
Continued, 

Defaulted, | 

Delivered up to be removed, 

Discharged, 

Dismissed, 

Filed, š 

. Fined, 

Fined and sentence suspended, 

Grand Jury, 

Nol-prossed, 

Not guilty, 

Pending, 

Probation, 

Released on statement, 

Returned to Massachusetts Reformatory, 
Returned to State Farm, Bridgewater, 


98 


I24 


Sentenced to House of Correction, Sentence Suspended, 96 


Sentenced to Lyman School, Sentence Suspended, 

Sentenced to Massachusetts Reformatory, 
Sentence Suspended, 

Sentenced to Shirley Industrial School for Boys, 
Sentence Suspended, | 

Sentenced to State Farm, Bridgewater, 
Sentence Suspended, 

Sentenced to Women's Prison, Sherborn, 
Sentence Suspended, 


Total, 


2,321 
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Miscellaneous Duties 


Bad places in highway reported, 
Broken water pipes reported, 

Calls responded to, 

Complaints investigated, 

Dead bodies recovered from water, 
Dogs shot, 

Electric wires reported down, 

Fire alarms turned in, 

Fires extinguished without alarm, 
Horses killed, 

Injured and sick cared for, 
Lanterns hung out, 

Lights reported out in business places, 
Lost children returned to parents, 
Neglected teams cared for, 

Notices served, 

Notices served, liquor, 

Officers furnished, weddings, etc., 
Places of business found open, 
Runaway teams stopped and cared for, 
Street lights reported out, 
Summons served, 


Value of goods found outside business places, 
Value of lost property and money recovered, 
Value of property cared for, 

Value of stolen property and money recovered, 


594 


$459 50 
$816 9o 
$8,755 54 
$8,755 75 


| 
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Patrol Service Report 


Accident Arrest Trans. 

Calls Calls Calls Total 
January, 7 - 57 89 153 
February, 5 53 97 I55 
March, 5 69 85 159 
April, 8 84 ` 122: 214 
May, 8 120 124 252 
June, 14 ` IOO 118 232 
July, | 4 93 I3I 228 
August, IO 04. I40 244 
September, 9 136 178 323 
October, 6 87 130 223 
November, 8 IOI I32 241 
December, 5 82 146 233 


Totals, 89 1,076 1,492 2,057 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Officers’ Salaries 


Appropri- Ex- 
ations pended 
Chief of Police, $1,500.00 $1,500.00 
Captain of Police, 1,200.00 1,200.00 
Inspector of Police, 1,152.00 1,152.00 
Sergeant of Police, 1,152.00 1,152.00 
$5,004.00 $5,004.00 
Appro- Transfers Ex- 
pria- and pendi- Balances 
tions Additions tures 
Patrolmen's Wages, $37,155.00 *$1,300.00 $38,454.20 $ .80 
Matron's Wages, 200.00 162.25 37.751 
Chauffeur's Wages, 1,995.00 1,919.75 75.254 
Janitor's Wages, 350.00 350.00 
Police Station, 

General Expense, 2,150.00 277.16 2,427.16 
Patrol Garage, 

General Expense, 1,200.00 475.75 1,669.54 5.71 
New Safe, 100.00 100.00 
Motorcycle, 300.00 300.00 

Automobile, 1,200.00 1,200.00 
Painting Patrol Garage, 55.00 55.00 

$44,705.00 $2,052.91 $46,537.90 $219.51 


*Extra appropriation for two additional patrolmen. 
1$37.75 Transferred to Police General Expense. 
1975.25 Transferred to Patrol General Expense. 


Court Fees, 
Emergency Fund, 


Receipts 


$1,698 32 
100 00 
$1,798 32 
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Paid City Treasurer 


By Thomas F. Conlin, Clerk, $1,486 16 
By John Nicholson, Sheriff, 212 16 
By Emergency Fund Returned, 100 00 
$1,798 32 
Automobile fines received by Thomas F. Conlin 
and turned over to the State, $505 00 $505 00 


Remarks 


This past year has been one of the most successful in 
the history of the Pittsfield Police Department. 


Fortunately, we have had but very few automobile acci- 
dents in comparison with the great amount of traffic that 1s 
carried on in our streets. 


Motorcycle Officer McCormick has been an efficient 
officer, having cut down the number of reckless drivers, en- 
forced the automobile laws and. city ordinances, making all 
state roads leading into our city safe for every one to travel. 


The safety zones have also been successful in stopping 
fast and reckless driving on our main streets, enabling school 
children especially to cross the streets and board electric cars 
in safety. Zones have absolutely stopped fast and reckless 
driving on North and West streets and have increased the 
safety of the public to a very great extent. 


Our traffic squad officers are all experienced men who 
have handled traffic with patience and tried to instruct the 
public on the rules of the road and city ordinances. And I 
may say here that our traffic ordinances in Pittsfield are the 
same as those in use in almost every city in Massachusetts and 
were adopted from the Massachusetts Safety League. To 
these officers belongs the credit for so few accidents on our 
main streets. 


I would suggest that the first week in June be known as 
"Safety First Week" and that the newspapers carry a column 
of instruction on automobile laws, rules of the road, city 
ordinances, crossings and the use of safety zones and that 
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the Superintendent of Schools order the teachers to instruct 
the children in the use of crossings and safety zones. We 
should also impress upon the minds of the automobile drivers 
that the pedestrian has the right of way, but that the pedestrian 
must learn to cross the street where the crossings are marked 
out for them. Ninety per cent of the automobile accidents are 
due to the carelessness of the pedestrian. 

To one thing alone I may point with pride and that is the 
number of fugitives from Justice (31) that we have appre- 
hended for other police departments. This shows the excel- 
lent Work of the officers on their respective posts and their 
Vigilance in the prevention of crime. ` | 

The Detective Bureau—Inspector McColgan, Officers J. 
H. Hines and J. D. Shepardson—have worked hard and faith- 
ful during the past year in investigating crimes, complaints, 
automobile accidents, fires, and the number of important 
arrests made by these officers speak for themselves. 

I am in hopes that the Planning Commission will recom- 


mend a new police station, as the present one is wholly in- 
adequate. 


Recommendations 


This department is in urgent need of five more patrol 
©X€S, to be located at the following points: 


Jordan Avenue and West Street. 
Turner Avenue and Seymour Street. 
Tyler and Burbank Streets, Easterly end. 
Bradford and North Streets. 

Elm and Newell Streets. 


I would recommend that the City Council make a special 
3 PPropriation for the purchase of new revolvers for the entire 
department, so that on inspection day the Police Committee 
Will not be ashamed to ask the officers to show them their 
Tevolvers. A policeman may only need a gun once in a life 
time, but at that time he needs the best the city can buy. 
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I recommend that the department be increased by at least 
four men. We are supposed to patrol and police one hundred 
and five miles of streets with thirty-one patrolmen. There 
was a time that Pittsfield was concentrated, but the past few 
years shops, dwelling houses and handsome residences have 
sprung up like mushrooms in the outlying districts. We have 
to police weddings, receptions, fairs, elections, hospitals and 
theatres, and with men on their vacations, day off and a police 
officer sick, we are sadly in need of more men. 


I recommend that the reserve list be increased to ten men 
and the present list be gone over very carefully. There are 
men out of the city and some have never reported for duty. 


I recommend that the Aldermen pass an order that all 
poolrooms close at eleven o'clock on Saturday nights. 


In conclusion, I thank his honor the Mayor, George W. 
Faulkner, the members of the City Council, the Honorable 
Judge Charles L. Hibbard and the Associate Judges, Hiram B. 
Wellington and James Fallon, Probation Officer David L. 
Evans, Clerk of Court Thomas F. Conlin, City Physician H. H. 
Bard, Desk Officer Louis O. Bastion and Matron Mrs. James 
Dean for their valuable services and hearty co-operation during 
the year of 1916. 


I wish also to say a word of appreciation for the excellent 
police work of the department and the hearty co-operation of 
Captain John Hudner, Inspector D. J. McColgan and Ser- 
geant Stephen W. Monks and the efficiency and loyalty of the 
men during the most successful year of the Pittsfield police 
department. | 

Respectfully submitted, 


Jouw L. SULLIVAN, 
Chief of Police. 
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IN MEMORIAM 


James HF. Bean 


1849—-1916 


APPOINTED PATROLMAN 
JULY 1, 1886 


APPOINTED CAPTAIN 
APRIL 1, 1905 


RETIRED 
MARCH 11, 1913 


DIED 
MAY 22, 1916 
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IN MEMORIAM 


George E. Chapman 


1852—1916 


APPOINTED PATROLMAN 
MARCH 9, 1891 


. DIED 
NOVEMBER 1, 1916 
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Organization for 1916 


EUGENE H. ROBBINS, Chairman 
PATRICK J. FLYNN 
EDWARD J. SPALL 


Clerk 
LOUIS B. CUMMINGS 


Engineer 


ARTHUR B. FARNHAM 


Water Inspectors 


JOHN J. OCONNELL 
MICHAEL J. FOLEY 


Foreman of Streets 


WILLIAM J. MAHON 


Superintendent of Water Works 
FRED J. WISE 


Foreman of Sewers 


GEORGE W. MacGREGOR 


Office Assistant 
ELIZABETH E. QUINN 
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PITTSFIELD 
Berkshire County, Massachusetts 


Population, 39,6o7. 

Valuation, $41,105,890.00. 

Rate of taxation, $22.6o per thousand. 

Area, 42.43 square miles. 

Elevation, 1,037 feet above sea level, Athenaeum steps. 
Miles of streets, 103. 

Macadamized streets, about 214 miles. 

State road macadamized, 11 miles. 

Gravel streets and roads, 54.5 miles. 

Dirt roads, 35 miles. 


Number of bridges, 59; 


4 maintained by railroad companies. 
Concrete sidewalks, 48.52 miles. 
Gravel sidewalks, 24.68 miles. 
Flag sidewalks, 1,450 feet. 


Curbing, 15.14 miles. 
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Number of crosswalks, 658. 

House sewer system, 58.64 miles. 

Combined house and surface water sewers, % mile. 
Cost new sewer system, $948,537.71. 

Manholes on new sewer system, 1,923. 


Outlets to new sewer system, 
two to Housatonic River (emergency). 


Surface water sewers, 15.97 miles. 
Catch-basins, 785. 

Hydrants, 581. 

Water mains, 118.53 miles. 

Connections to new sewer system, 4,545. 
Estimated value of water works, $2,268,808.27. 


Streets paved, asphalt, bitulithic, wood and brick, 3.74 miles. 


REPORT 
OF THE 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 


Pittsfield, Mass., January, 1917. 
To the Honorable Mayor and City Council: | 


The Board presents herewith a report covering the doings 
of the department for the calendar year ending December 31, 
1916. 

The term of office of Maurice J. Madden expired on 
February Óth, and he was succeeded by Edward J. Spall. At 
the end of the year the Board consisted of Eugene H. Rob- 
bins, Chairman, Patrick J. Flynn and Edward J. Spall. 


Early in the year it was deemed wise to place the High- 
way, Sewer, Sidewalk, Crosswalk and Street Sprinkling De- 
partments in charge of the Engineer of the Board, as it was 
believed the change would make for greater efficiency all 
along the line, with a corresponding increase in work done as 
a result. The move was productive of very gratifying results. 


The condition of the city's streets is far from pleasing 
to the Board, but we are convinced that a step in the right 
direction was made this year, and if the Board is provided 
with funds for highway work the coming year, which are 
somewhat commensurable with the work to be done, a very 
marked improvement may be promised. While on this subject 
the Board recommends the purchase each year of at least one 
piece of highway equipment, as only by up to date methods 
can the most satisfying results be obtained. _ 

The condition of Wahconah Street pavement has been 
aggravated greatly on account of the delay in making repairs, 
which was the duty of the Contractor. The Board exhausted 
every meáns at its command to compel the contractors to make 
the repairs, and failing in this made demand upon the bonding 
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company to do the work. Negotiations were carried on into 
the month of November, and owing to the lateness of the 
season it was decided advisable to defer action until Spring, at 
which time the work will be done and the cost borne by the 
bonding company. 

The Board has adopted the policy of having its depart- 
ments equipped with motor vehicles and this will be continued 
until the only horse drawn equipment will be carts on the 
paved streets for picking up the refuse. 


Requests for extensions of sewer and water mains have 
been fewer than in former years, due no doubt to the supply 
of vacant tenements being about equal to the demand. During 
a few boom years building operations were overdone, and this 
being followed immediately by a period of depression, building 
practically came to a standstill. During last year few houses 
were erected except in cases where the builder was to occupy 
the premises for a home. Marked improved industrial condi- 
tions however will no doubt cause a resumption along building 
lines. 


A very considerable progress has been made in improving 
surface water conditions and drainage work, one of the most 
expensive and annoying surface water problems which con- 
fronted the city for years having been eliminated by the con- 
struction of the Tyler street drain system. 


The city's water supply has been ample for all purposes 
during the year. We have a system, which with proper con- 
servation of the supply, will care for our needs for some time 
to come. The Board, however, desires to call the attention of 
your honorable body to the need of additional revenue. Con- 
struction expenses for Farnham dam and pipe lines about the 
city called for the expenditure of considerable money. Interest 
and debt charges are very large and will continue to be so for 
a number of years. It is respectfully recommended as a step 
in this direction that the discount for prompt payment of 
rates which is now 20 per cent be reduced to 10 per cent, thus 
adding about $13,000 to the estimated revenue for the coming 
year. 
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In common with most other systems built under town and 
fire district auspices in the years gone by, sufficient care was 
not taken in keeping the accounts of the town and fire district 
separate. Figures taken from water statistics show what 
would have happened had the receipts from the water depart- 
ment been applied to the liquidation of the water debt, instead 
of being diverted to other channels, since 1891 only. The 
amount is shown for this period only, as the figures were 
easily available, and would have been much greater had it been 
computed since the works were built. Had the following sums 
been placed in a sinking fund, after paying maintenance, debt 
and interest charges each year, a very large sum would at 
present be available to apply on the reduction of the water 
debt. | 


The following table shows amounts taken from water de- 
partment receipts since 1891 and applied to other accounts of 
the city. 


1892 $8,191 44 
1893 | 8,369 89 
1894 7,940 43 
1895 10,169 94 
1896 13,714 95 
1897 1,774 73 
1898 2,842 ŠI 
1899 9,146 49 
1900 9,476 44 
1901 9,778 55 
1902 8,562 oo 
1903 16,517 o5 
1904 14,943 04 
I905 27,175 49 
1906 21,623 94 
1907 31,495 64 
1908 38,740 52 
1909 36,436 27 
I9IO 36,224 77 
I9II 28,179 41 


$340,403 80 


110 BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 


The amounts from 1911 forward are not shown as from 
that date the surplus if any over maintenance, debt and inter- 
est charges have been applied to the liquidation of the debt. 


Water Connections 


Service connections have been made to the number of 
139. This is the smallest number made in quite a few years, 
and most of these came from the section at the north end of 
Pontoosuc Lake to which water was extended last year. Most 
of the inhabitants of the city are supplied from city sources, 
not more than 2 per cent taking water from other points ex- 
cept in remote outlying sections. 


Finances 


A. statement of the finances of the Water Department for 
I9IÓ is shown below. If more detail is desired it may be had 
by consulting the reports of the Auditor, Tax Collector and 
Treasurer. The receipts are considerably in excess over last 
year, accounted for in great part by greatly improved business 
conditions, labor being in great demand in every industry, and 
the vast number of vacant houses reported last year being 
occupied mostly in full at this time. 


Receipts 


For water rates, meter and schedule, $136,394 26 
Expenditures 

For extension of mains, etc., $ 30,711 06 

For maintenance of works, 19,880 78 

For interest on debt, 60,482 50 

For payment on debt, 82,200 00 


$193,274 34 
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' As stated previously in this report, and as the above state- 
ment very conclusively shows, more revenue is desired and 
necessary for the proper maintenance of the department. We 
believe as stated in our last report that the book accounts of 
the departments should show at least a credit of $30 per 
hydrant, which would amount to about $17,500 this year. 

The various sources of the City's water supply are 
singularly free from pollution and it has not been necessary for 
the Board to acquire any land during the year on this account. 

During the last year the General Electric Company have 
been engaged in the construction of an auxiliary water supply 
on the heights above Springside avenue. It is the intention of 
the company to pump water from Silver Lake to its reservoir 
and to distribute it to its various buildings through a twenty 
inch main. When this is complete we are told the only water 
taken from city mains will be for drinking purposes. Our 
purpose in stating the above is to prepare for the drop in 
receipts which is sure to follow and in order that the City 
Council may be apprised of it in advance. | 

Under the present system of financing we must apply all 
receipts from the water system to the water debt. We are 
paying a good sized amount each year on the debt, and each 
succeeding year will see the principal reduced and interest 
payments decreased. It 1s hoped therefore that the time when 
we shall be called upon to contract another debt for an addi- 
tional supply will be long deferred. ' 

The Board is constrained to call the attention of the 
citizens to the matter of land sales. These sales when properly 
conducted and all information necessary given to prospective 
buyers, no doubt furnish the foundation for homes for many 
of our citizens. But the attention of the Board has been 
called a great many times to the fact that lot owners have 
discovered after purchasing a lot that there was no sewer or 
water mains within hundreds of feet from it, and that if they 
wanted extensions made to such localities, they must bear the 
burden of expense. 
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A great deal of annoyance and expense would be saved i£ 
persons contemplating the purchase of property would go to 
the City Hall and find out for themselves if water and sewer 
privileges are at hand. | 


The Board has no desire to put any obstacle in the way of 
legitimate development of land for the building of homes, but 
must state that any extension of water main called for to some 
isolated dwelling far from present water mains, and where 
the income from the line is apt to fall far from the interest 
on the investment, will be looked upon with disfavor. 


Attention of lot buyers should also be called to the fact 
that any street on such a tract will not be accepted by the city 
as a public way until the street has been graded, and gutters 
paved, etc., at the expense of the persons or corporation laying . 
out the street. 
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WATER WORKS STATISTICS 


Population, State census 1915, 39,607. 

Water Works built by Pittsfield Fire District, 1855. 

Sources of supply —Ashley Lake, Ashley Brook, Sackett 
Brook, Hathaway Brook, Mill Brook, Roaring Brook, and 
an emergency pumping station at Onota Lake. 

Maximum capacity of reservoirs, 891,000,000 gallons. 

Distribution by gravity. 

Cost of maintaining works, $19,880.78. 

Extension of water mains, $30,711.06. 

Interest on water debt, $60,482.50. 

Payments on debt, $82,200. 

Estimated population supplied with water, 37,500. 

Length of all mains, 118.53 miles. 

Sizes from 3 to 24 inch. 

Kind of pipe, cast iron. 

Number of hydrants, 581. 

Service pipes—cast iron, wrought iron, galvanized and lead. 

Number of water meters, 607. 

Number of elevators, 20. 


Costs and Receipts 


The table below shows the receipts from water rates, 
metered and schedule, and the expenditures for construction, 
interest and other expenses, as accurately as they can be 
gathered. from the reports of the fire district and the city up 
to and including the year 1916. The item for construction in- 
cludes the amount expended for extension of water mains, 
and the account for "Construction and other expenses" the 
amount expended for the maintenance of the works. 


COSTS AND RECEIPTS OF WATER DEPARTMENT 


Year 
Ending 


Jan. 1, 1857 


Apr. 1, 


Jan 


Jan: 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 


d 


P mn 


1858 
1859 
1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 
1898 
1899 
1900 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1904 
1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 
1915 
1916 
1917 


Construction 


| 
| 
| 


x 


Paid for 


64,000.00 
3,457.37 
4,209.32 

21,332.13 

26,154.49 
3,953.15 

319.48 
319.48 
9,950.90 
20,698.05 
9,724.84 
25,002.57 
779.51 
910.77 
72.02 
1,183.82 
935.92 
11,295.26 
9,512.32 
3,611.32 
4,007.34 
4,080.35 
8,217.62 
2,119.68 
2,962.52 
28,860.26 
3,251.12 
8,686.74 
17,392.36 
5,479.58 
34,756.16 
57,772.70 
22,492.09 
12,015.01 
16,944.29 
11,087.92 
5,000.00 
9,246.27 
45,402.74 
6,920.03 
8,974.87 
8,998.41 
27,747.98 
36,525.72 
136,155.44 

61,565.52 
100,964.76 
420,521.26 
341,123.81 

56,692.90 

72,367.64 

38,097.21 

30,711.06 


Construction 
and other 


Expenses 


$ 71,167.04 


30,646.93 
30,258.69 


6,553.40 - 


4,378.06 
4,378.06 
20,362.42 
25,272.32 
10,420.34 
27,512.11 
4,790.76 
2,677.48 
1,948.43 
3,122.46 
3,345.19 
14,486.02 
13,315.81 
5,542.04 
7,420.95 
6,626.06 
11,258.96 
6,506.79 
8,066.79 
43,595.07 
8,841.83 
8,686.74 
20,297.79 
11,600.81 
40,004.76 
64,564.46 
28,902.11 
17,996.50 
23,069.75 
13,812.05 
30,042.57 
6,479.14 
6,891.82 
12,041.33 
18,359.89 
18,291.91 
36,125.68 
46,135.41 
145,950.32 
133,678.72 
120,961.04 
443,148.07 
365,950.89 
69,692.90 
89,352.86 
57,294.58 
50,591.82 
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Interest 
on Debt 


$ 29,820.87 


4,071.99 
4,291.62 
6,186.87 
8,062.65 
8,339.50 
8,444.01 
8,444.01 
9,216.39 
10,525.25 
11,206.00 
11,892.00 
11,750.00 
11,916.59 
11,980.15 
12,689.53 
11,814.11 
11,896.13 
12,175.22 
12,320.00 
12,320.00 
11,045.00 
11,250.00 
11,095.00 
9,938.14 
9,200.00 
6,700.90 


. 10,415.83 


10,716.50 
10,427.50 
11,511.15 
11,943.56 
11,750.48 
14,542.51 
10,988.02 
10,451.85 
10,481.65 
10,550.07 
10,129.27 
10,836.14 

8,425.00 
10,851.70 

9,122.56 

8,877.17 
17,140.47 
18,213.03 
33,033.69 
48,000.00 
48,693.67 
57,594.00 
64,375.67 
62,140.00 
60,482.50 


Income 


Wat'rRates 


$ 787.81 
1,546.98 
2,098.56 
3,242.04 
3,098.92 


3,150.00 ` 


3,450.00 
3,970.00 
4,212.10 
4,188.43 
4,901.21 
5,515.02 
6,165.04 
8,202.32 
8,371.21 
9,354.00 
9,354.00 
10,303.14 
10,630.48 
10,501.08 
13,054.98 
13,072.13 
13,581.82 
15,480.82 
15,974.56 
16,668.75 
16,528.50 
17,731.57 
18,818.75 
19,081.41 
20,696.78 
20,869.43 
22,461.58 
24,212.36 
25,330.07 
22,752.66 
28,615.37 
30,081.82 
31,425.61 
33,815.13 
38,377.21 
38,506.04 
42,366.81 
45,323.03 
46,317.68 
44,260.20 
44,591.21 
52,538.14 
56,555.22 
59,995.41 
56,769.14 
63,993.30 
74,827.38 
78,571.62 
79,686.47 
91,209.38 
97,872.05 
102,777.15 
121,960.85 
124,319.69 
123,395.42 
136,349.26 
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Crosswalks 


Cement concrete crosswalks have been built in the follow- 
ing locations. Across: | 
Appletree Avenue at east side Lenox Avenue. 
Ashley Street at west side of Newell Street. 
Broad Street at east side Wendell Avenue. 
Burbank Street at east side of First Street. 
Burbank Street at west side of First Street. 
Chickering Street at south side of Harold Street. 
Cliff Street at east side of Lenox Avenue. 
Commonwealth Avenue at East Housatonic Street. 
Congress Street at west side of Chickering Street. 
Congress Street at east side of High Street. 
East Housatonic Street at west side of Chickering Street. 
Elizabeth Street at south side of Boylston Street. 
Francis Avenue at south side of Linden Street. 
Glenwood Avenue at east side Stoddard Avenue. 
George Street at west side of South Street. 
Harold Street at east side of High Street. 
Harold Street at west side of Chickering Street. 
Lake Street at east side of Third Street. 
Linden Street at west side of John Street. 
Malcolm Avenue at west side of Edward' Avenue. 
Newell Street north side of Elm Street. 
Park Street at west side of Seymour Street. 
Pollock Avenue at south side of Elm Street. 
Seymour Street at south side of Park Street. 
South Street at north side of Taylor Street. 
South John street north side of West Street. 
Stratford Avenue north side of Malcolm Avenue. 
Thomson Place at east side of High Street. 
Tyler Street at west side of Harvard Street. 
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Street Lighting 


The lighting of city streets has as usual been done by 
contract by the Pittsfield Electric Company. The service has 
been very satisfactory and the company is to be commended 
for its high state of efficiency. During the year new lights 
have been added as follows: 80 bug lights, making 1,378 now 
in use; 18 arcs, making 186 now in use, and 6 luminous arcs, 
now making 76 in use. There are also in use -12 one-hundred 
candle power incandescent lamps. 


Sewer Connections 


| Service connections to the new sewer system to the num- 
ber of 131 have been made for the year. This is far below the 
number made for the last few years and is about the same 
ratio as water connections made. 


School Repairs 


The amount of money appropriated for school repairs is 
not sufficient to keep the buildings in a high state of repair, as 
must be evident to any person who stops to consider that there 
are sixteen large brick buildings to be cared for, beside a num- 
ber of wooden schools. It is not possible to go into detail on 
all the work done, but a few principal repairs were as follows: 
Painted and varnished lunch room and toilets at the High 
School, painted fire escapes, shellaced and varnished all desks 
and new slate blackboards at the Rice School, painted stair- 
ways and fence, shellaced and varnished all desks at Plunkett 
School, installed electric lighting system and varnished all 
desks at Pontoosuc School, raised the boilers and changed 
steam radiating system, and installed new toilets at Peck's 
school, changed entire ventilating and heating system at Tucker 
school, improved fire escapes and repaired and painted roof, 
new fence, rooms papered and new shades at the Tracy school, 
repaired heating system, planed all desks and varnished same, 
and installed drinking fountain at the Stearnsville school, at 
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Dawes School, eight rooms, desks planed and varnished, new 
sink and tables for lunch room, at Osceola school one room was 
painted and the roof repaired, at Pomeroy school burlap was 
removed from the walls and rooms painted, at the Redfield 
school all desks were varnished, at the Bartlett school a new 
fence was built and considerable window glass was put in. 

At Briggs school a new fence and outside steps repaired, 
at the Mercer school the stairs were varnished as well as all 
desks, at Mercer primary a new fence was built, all desks were 
varnished, toilets painted and repairs made to the roof, at 
Crane school all desks were varnished, and new steam coils 
were installed in two rooms, at Nugent school the steps and 
underpinning were repaired, and window glass put in, at the 

Read school a new radiator was installed in the office and 
the fence repaired. At the Morewood school new clapboards 
were put on and the building was painted. At the Municipal 
building a new ceiling was put on in one room. At the Colts- 
ville school one room was papered, installed drinking fountain, 
connected the school with city water, and new slate roof put on. 


Recommendations 


Ordinary water extensions about tbe city. 

Ordinary sewer extensions about the city. 

New bridge at Hubbard Avenue. 

Pavement on Melville Street. 

Eliminate curve at the Pomeroy School. 

Extension of 18-inch water main at Mill Brook. 

Extension of ro-inch water main Pomeroy Avenue and 
Holmes Road. 

Extension of 8-inch water main in North Pearl Street. 

Surface drain Francis Avenue, Summer Street to Brad- 
ford Street. 

Surface drain, Melville, First, Adam and Second Streets 
to Lincoln Street. 

Pavement on Renne Avenue. 

Malcolm Avenue repairs, Pollock to Stratford Avenue. 
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Walnut Street repairs. I 

South Avenue repairs. 

Abbott Street repairs. 

Longview Terrace repairs. 

Mill Street paving and drain. 

Hurlbut Street paving. 

Harris Street drain and grading. 

South Street widening at Howard Hill. 

New maintenance roller. 

Linden Street Extension repairs. 

Improvements at the new municipal yards, consisting of 
fence, sheds and stables, as well as repairs to present building, 
an appropriation of $12,000. The present buildings and ground 
at the Fourth Street stables and the North Pearl Street land 
to be sold and the proceeds added to the amount, $12,000 
asked for further development of the yard. 

The report of our Engineer is appended and gives in 
detail the various enterprises carried out during the year. 

We also attach the report of the Committee on Reforest- 
ation, which gives in detail the operations of that Committee 
on the watersheds. 

In closing its report, the Board is mindful of the en- . 
couragement and co-operation of the Mayor and City Council 
given during the year, and also of the hearty support given 
by its employees in all departments. 


Respectfully submitted, 


EUGENE H. RoBBINs, 
PATRICK J. FLYNN, 
Epwarp J. SPALL, 

Board of Public Works. 
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REPORT OF ENGINEER 


Pittsfield, Mass., January 4, 1917. 


To the Board of Public Works: 
Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit the annual report of the work 
done under the direction of the Engineer in connection with 
the construction, maintenance and operation of the Public 
Works for the year ended December 31, 1916. 


Engineering 


The surveys, plans and designs of work are made in the 
engineer's office together with cost data, figures of assess- 
ments for sewers, sidewalks, pavements, etc., and estimates of 
new work for the Board of Public Works and City Council. 
Al work of new construction and all maintenance work other 
than the water distribution system were in charge of the 
Engineer. Due to the comparatively small amount of new 
construction under way during the year, the engineering force 
was much reduced over previous years. 


Construction of Drains 


Additional surface water drains with catch basins, were 
laid in Tyler Street from North Street to Curtis Terrace, | 
Brown Street from Kellogg Street to Tyler Street, Dalton 
Avenue from Woodlawn Avenue to Dartmouth Street, Spring- 
side Park and the extension of the 39-inch concrete drain from 
Burbank Street through private land to Tyler Street and in 
Pine Street to the terminus of the existing drain from Spring- 
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side Park or just southerly of Hull Avenue; by the completion 
of the last named drain, a continuous circular concrete drain 
or conduit is now laid from Springside Park to Silver Lake. 


The work was performed under contract with James H. 
Ferguson, of Dorchester, Mass., being started the first of 
August and completed in November. This construction com- 
pletes the storm water drainage on Tyler Street and Dalton 
Avenue and was laid preliminary to a proposed pavement on 
these two streets. Ground water was not encountered, although 
more ledge was found than expected. Selected sand and 
gravel from the trenches was used by the Contractor for aggre- 
gates in concrete, the gravel was screened and the sand tested 
and found to be of good quality. The pipe and metal was 
furnished by the city and hauled to the work by the contractor. 
There was considerable difficulty in procuring laborers and the 
price paid during the latter part of the work was 33 1/3 cents 
per hour. | 

The other drains laid in the city were constructed by city 
labor. | 


Surface Water Drains 


The total length laid this year was 1.80 miles, in detail as 
follows : | 


Street Size Length M.H. C.B. 
Brown street, 24 669 2 
Brown street, cor. Franco terrace, 1 
Brown street, cor. Tyler street, 4 
Brown street, between Franco terrace 

and Tyler street, 1 
Tyler street, cor. Brown street, 2 
Brown street, 18 . 250 1 
Dalton Avenue, 18 1,375 5 
Dalton avenue at Dartmouth street, . 2 
Dalton avenue, at Harvard street, 2 
Dalton avenue, at Westminster street, 1 
Dalton avenue, between Westminster 

street and Tyler street, 2 


Dartmouth street, cor. Dalton avenue, 2 
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Harvard street, cor. Dalton avenue, 
Westminster street, cor. Dalton avenue, 
Dawes avenue, 12 902 
Dawes avenue, at S. Appleton avenue, 
Dawes avenue, at High street, 
Dawes avenue, at Paisley terrace, 
High street at Dawes avenue, 
Elm street, 12 167 
Elm street, hetween Commonwealth 
avenue and Chickering street, 
Elm street, opp. Commonwealth avenue, 
Elm street, south of bridge (track basin), 


Lake street, 12 364 
(See Second street drain). 

Linden street, 18 227 

Linden street, 12 1,012 


Linden street, cor. Dewey avenue, 
Linden street, cor. Robbins avenue, 
Linden street, cor. Francis avenue, 
Linden street, cor. Daniels ave. 
Francis avenue, cor. Linden street, 
Daniels avenue, cor. Linden street, 
Robbins avenue, cor. Linden street, 
Dewey avenue, cor. Linden street, 


Plunkett street, 12 160 
Plunkett street, 10 225 
Plunkett street, at low point, 

Pine street, (concrete) 39 617 


Pine street, cor. Tyler street, 

Pine street, cor. Tyler street (rebuilt), 
Pine street, cor. Stoddard avenue, 
Tyler street, cor. Pine street, 

Stoddard avenue, cor. Pine street, 
Hull avenue, cor. Pine street, 


Private Lands. 


Between Curtis ter. and Plunkett st., 12 236 
Between Plunkett st. and Parker st., 12 244 
Between Tyler st. and Burbank st., 39 259 
Robbins avenue, cor. Circular avenue, 

Second street, 12 286 


Second street, cor. Lake street, 
Second street, cor. Silver street, 


= 


má bo 
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South street, cor. Taylor street, 1 
Springside park, 12 289 2 
Springside avenue, at Springside park, 2 
Tyler street, North street, to First st., 12 259 2 
Tyler street, cor. North street (rebuilt), 2 
Tyler street, cor. First street, 2 
First street, cor. Tyler street, 1 
Tyler street, Pine street, to Courtlandt 

street, 18 65 1 
Tyler street, west of Pine st. (rebuilt), 2 
Tyler street, Pine street, to Courtlandt 

street, 15 306 1 
Tyler street, cor. Courtlandt street, 2 
Tyler st., Courtlandt st., to Pleasure, 12 329 1 
Tyler street, cor. Smith street, 1 
Tyler street, cor. Pleasure avenue, 1 
Pleasure avenue, cor. Tyler street, 2 
Tyler street at Fire station (rebuilt), 1 
Tyler st., Glenwood ave., easterly, .. 12 124 2 
Tyler street, cor. Glenwood avenue, 1 
Glenwood avenue, cor. Tyler street, 2 
Tyler st., Curtis ter., to Plunkett st., 12 337 1 
Tyler street, cor. Plunkett street, 1 
Plunkett street, cor. Tyler street, 2 
Tyler street, Brown street, to Parker 

street, 15 381 1 
Tyler street, cor. Parker street, 2 
Parker street, cor. Tyler street, 2 
Tyler street, Harvard street, to Dart- | 

mouth street, 15 414 2 
Tyler street, cor. Harvard street, 1 
Harvard street, cor. Tyler street, 2 
Dartmouth street, cor. Tyler street, 2 


Maintenance of Drains 


The principal maintenance oí the surface water drains 
consist in removing from the catch basins the silt and other 
material washed from the street surfaces ; the number of 
catch basins laid in 1916 increased the number to be cared for 
by 1234 per cent. There were about 1,000 loads of material 
removed from the catch basins and carted to the dump in 1916. 
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Construction of Sewers 
All work of laying sanitary sewers was done by city forces. 
Considerable trouble was experienced in providing sufficient 
labor to perform the work, but all sewers voted, however, were 
completed with the exception of a section on Campbell and 
Sloan Streets. 


The total length laid this year was o.67 miles, in detail as 
follows: 


Street Diameter Length Manholes 
Ins. Ft. 

Chester street, 6 150 I 
Cole avenue, 8 520 3 
Daniels street, 6 40 I 
Dean place, 6 277 I 
Dickinson avenue, 6 203 I 
East street, 8 850 5 
East street, 6 313 I 
Fasce street, I5 476 3 
Fern street, 6 80 I 
Fifth street, 6 200 I 
Hollister street, 6 142 2 
Newell avenue, I5 943 5 
Onota street, 6 51 

Parkside avenue, IS 390 I 
Pomeroy avenue, 8 1,355 5 
Waverly street, 6 200 I 
William street, 8 280 I 

Private Lands 
Lockwood street to Fasce street, 15 185 I 


Fern street to Hollister street, 6 140 I 
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Maintenance of Sewers 


The work of flushing sewers, both trunks and laterals, 
has been followed, although there is considerable trouble in 
keeping the east trunk sewer open, especially the old 20-inch 
line from Elm street bridge northerly to Tillotson's mill, which 
is much clogged with heavy and greasy matter discharged 
from the woolen mills and is usually flowing under a head. 
There has not been sufficient funds available to properly clean 
the sewers. 


Sewage Disposal 


The increase in the number of sand filter beds to fifty-two 
with a filtering area of fifty-five acres, has produced a remark- 
able improvement in the works and the filtration area is now 
in better condition than at any time for a number of years. 
The pumps at the station are operated sixteen hours a day, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and from ro p.m. to 6 a.m., and all 
the sewage received at the pumping station is planned to be 
pumped to the sand filters for treatment prior to entering the 
river. 


Maintenance of Highways 


It is impossible to keep the highways of the city in a 
satisfactory state throughout the year under present conditions. 
Many streets are subjected to such heavy travel that only 
pavements will preserve the surface; on others a thin layer 
of broken stone with oil and cold tar treatment are needed, 
on others additional gravel. Where surfaces were treated 
with oil and tar, the great advantage of a light surface layer of 
broken stone was manifest. Again with the exception of the 
pavements, the principal roads in the Spring and Fall are 
greatly rutted by the travel of trucks and heavy automobiles 
upon surfaces never designed to support such loads. The 
appropriation for the year on maintenance of highways was 
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$29,500; in order to make a needed improvement an appro- 
priation of at least $60,000 should be provided and another 
maintenance roller costing $4,500, also additional pavements 
built when normal prices for the work may be obtained. 

Many principal streets, such as Tyler, South, East, Fenn, 
Elm and West Housatonic streets, Summer, Union, Bradford, 
Linden and Francis avenues, were treated with tar or oil and 
sand, but the work is only a temporary improvement. A total 
of 28,228 gallons of road oil and 66,593 gallons of cold tar 
were used on this work, together with sand hauled by the teams 
in wet weather when the water sprinkling carts were not in 
use. The Kinney distributor purchased by the city proved to 
be efficient and very necessary in the rapid and equable distri- 
bution of oil and tar. H 1s hoped next year that another cart 
body may be made so that the truck can be used for general 
hauling when the oil treatment of highways is completed, as 
the present body is detachable. | 

The roads and streets in Pittsfield are as follows: Dirt, 
34.5 miles gravel, 36.2 miles; improved gravel, 18.3 miles; 
macadam (mostly State), 10.6 miles; pavements, 3.7 miles. 

The pavements in square yards are as follows: bithu- 
lithic 15,000, sheet asphalt 28,000, cement concrete 2,000, brick 
21,000, wood block 4,000, asphaltic macadam on a concrete 
base 31,000, making the total of so-called permanent pave- 
ments as 101,000. In addition there are 12,000 square yards 
of asphaltic macadam on a macadam base. 

The cost of cleaning 100,000 square yards of pavements 
was $7,000, or seven cents per square yard per year; this 
work is performed usually in eight months of the year, during 
the remaining time the snow and ice covers the surface. 

The cost of repairs to pavements was $5,000 on 100,000 
square yards, or five cents per square yard per year, but 
actually the repairs were all made on 45,000 square yards of 
pavement which were laid in 1903 and 1907, or at a cost of 
eleven cents per square yard per year. 
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Construction of Sidewalks 


Twenty-four sections of new cement walks were con- 
structed, amounting to 11,777 square yards, 9,064 square yards 
by city labor and 2,713 square yards by contract. The average 
cost on walks built by city labor, where no refilling and drain- 
ing was necessary by reason of clayey soil, was $1.66 per 
square yard; on walks built by city labor in clayey soil en- 
tailing the above described additional expense, the average 
cost was $2.20 per square yard; on walks built by contract, 
and all these were in gravelly soil, the average cost was $2.01 
per square yard. The assessable cost on walks performed by 
city labor consists ‘of labor, teams, cement, sand, stone, use 
of plant, plus the following in cents per square yard: 
engineering .021, supervision .o1, lumber .038, coal, oil, waste 
.034, use of tools or, clerical and assessment work .027, in- 
surance or. The assessable cost on walks performed by con- 
tract consists of the contract price, cement, inspection 6.4 cents 
per square yard and clerical and engineering charges at 4 cents 
per square yard. 

The repairs to old tar walks was made as usual, but a 
refined tar was used which proved very satisfactory. 


Many bridges were painted and all beams at the ends, 
where exposed to dirt and moisture were coated with paint. 
On Parker avenue the span of the bridge was reduced by 
placing an eighteen inch facing of concrete to strengthen the 
old stone abutment, two additional steel beams added, a slab 
of reinforced concrete, ten inches thick, was laid in place of 
the plank floor and the bridge widened from fourteen to 
eighteen feet. This obviates future maintenance of replank- 
ing. Plank floors to bridges which are an annual source of 
maintenance, should be substituted where feasible by concrete 
floors. Several bridges are now being planned to be strength- 
ened, and so improved one or two every year, and also the old 
"bow string" bridges strengthened by the addition of steel 
members if funds are available. On the latter type of bridges 
the plank floor must remain as the iron work cannot support 
one of concrete. 
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The building standing on the former Grounds p.operty, 
purchased by the city for a municipal yard, is in use for storage 
purposes and partially heated; overhauling of vehicles, etc., 
is done at this place during the winter. 


Sidewalks 


New sidewalks aggregating 3.04 miles in length were laid 


as follows: 


Location 


Bay State road, 

Broad street, 

Brown street, 

Boylston street, 

Common, 

Commonwealth avenue, 

* Curtis and Fourth streets, 
Dalton avenue, 

Daniels avenue, 

East street, 

Edward avenue (east), 
Edward avenue (west), 
Glenwood avenue, 

George street, 

Hull avenue, 

Kellogg street, 

King street, 

Lake street, 

Lenox avenue, 

North street (West street), 
North street (Melville street), 
Robbins avenue, 

Wendell avenue, 

West street, 

Woodlawn avenue, 


Type 


Cement 


Length 
in feet 
1,189 
310 
496 
978 
462 
1,646 
150 
620 
350 
292 
861 


Width 
in feet 


5 
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PUBLIC STREETS 


The list of public streets is as follows: 


STREET 


Abbott street 
Adam street 
Alcove street 
Allen street 
Appleton avenue 
Back road 

Bank row 
Bartlett avenue 
Bay State road 
Beech Grove avenue 
Benedict road 
Boylston street 
Bradford street 
Brenton terrace 
Brick House road 
Brick Yard road 
Briggs avenue 
Broad street 
Brown street 
Buel street 
Burbank street 
Cascade street 
Catherine street 
Causeway, 
Center street 
Charles street 
Cherry street 
Cheshire road 
Chickering street 
Churchill street 
Church street 
Circuiar avenue 
Clapp avenue 
Clinton avenue 
Columbus avenue 
Commonwealth ave. 
Congress street 
Copley terrace 
Courtlandt street 
Crane avenue 
Crofut street 


à 


FROM 


North street 
First street 
Wahconah street 
East street 

East street 
Swamp road 
South street 
East street 
South street 
Brenton terrace 
East street | 
South street 
North street 
West Housatonic st 
Churchill street 
Tamarack road 
Pontoosuc avenue 
South street 
Curtis street 
South street 
North street 
Brick Houserd N & E 
Merriam street 
Peck's road 
West street 
North street 
Burbank street 
Dalton avenue 
High street 
West street 
South street 
Francis avenue 
West street 
South street 
North street 
Elm street 
Chickering street 
East street 
Tyler street 
North street 
South street 


TO 
Springside park 
Second street 
1,000 ft. westerly 
Fenn street 
Dawes avenue 
Upper Barkerville road 
East street 
Colt road 
1.180 ft. westerly 
West Housatonic st 
Crane avenue 
970 ft. westerly 
Dewey avenue 
Oxford street 
Hancock town line 
Richmond town line 
Wahconah street 
Pomeroy avenue 
Springside avenue 
Elizabeth street 
Tyler street 
Churchill street 
Euclid avenue 
Churchill street 
West Housatonic street 
Wahconah street 
B. & A. Railroad 
Lanesboro town line 
Thomson place 
Lanesboro town line 
New West street 
Francis avenue 
B. & A. Railroad 
Elizabeth street 
Onota street 
Dawes avenue 
High street 
Land of Guilds 
Stoddard avenue 
Dalton avenue 
Pomeroy avenue 


STREET 


Curtis street 
Curtis terrace 
Dawes avenue 
Dalton avenue 
Danforth avenue 
Dalton road 
Daniels avenue 
Dartmouth street 
Depot road 
Depot street 
Dewey avenue 
Division street 
Dunham street 
Dwight street 
Eagle street 
East street 


East Housatonic st. 


Edward avenue 
Elizabeth street 
Elm street 
Euclid avenue 
Federal street 
Fenn street 
First street 
Forest place 
Fourth street 
Francis avenue 
Gale avenue 
George street 
Glenwood avenue 
Goodrich street 
Greenway street 
Grove street 
Hamlin street 
Hancock road 
Harris street 
Harvard street 
Harold street 
Hawthorne avenue 
Henry avenue 
High street 
Holmes road 
Howard street 
Hubbard avenue 


FROM 


Brown street 
Tyler street 
Holmes Troad 
Tyler street 
Seymour street 
Benedict road 
Columbus avenue 
Springside avenue 
Richmond road 
North street 
West street 
Dewey avenue 
North street 
Dawes avenue 
North street 
Park square 
South street 

Elm street 


West Housatonic st. 


East street 
West street 

Allen street 
North street 
East street 
Kellogg street 
East street 

West street 
Woodleigh avenue 
Elizabeth street 
Tyler street 
Church street 
Woodleigh avenue 
Tyler street 

First street 
North street 


West Housatonic st. 


Tyler street 
Chickering street 


West Housatonic st. 


South street 
Elm street 
Elm street 


East Housatonic st. 


Dalton road 
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TO 


Spring street 
Springsíde avenue 
Howard street 
Cheshire road 
Dewey avenue 
Dalton town line 
Danforth avenue 
Dalton avenue 

B. & A. Railroad 
B. € A. Railroad 
Danforth avenue 
Circular avenue 
Allen street 

160 ft. southerly 
First street 
Dalton town line 
Water street 
Dawes avenue 

250 ft. south George st. 
William street 
Near B. € A. Railroad 
First street 

East street 

North street 
Tyler street 
Curtis street 
Danforth avenue 
Y, mile west Parker av. 
South street 
Springside avenue 
Center street 

530 ft. northerly 
Stoddard avenue 
Second street 
Churchill street 
Fern street 
Springside avenue 
High street 
Oxford street 
West Housatonic st. 
Dawes avenue 
Lenox town line 
Pomeroy avenue 
East street 
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STREET 


Hull avenue 
Hurlbut street 
Jason street 
Jordan avenue 
John street 
Kellogg street 
Kenilworth street 
Kent avenue 
King street 
Lake street 
Lake avenue 
Lebanon avenue 
Lenox avenue 
Lincoln street 
Linden street 
Livingston street 
Longview terrace 
Lyman street 
Madison avenue 
Malcolm avenue 
Maple street 
Maplewood avenue 
Martin street 
Maud street 
McArthur street 
Meadow lane 
Melville street 
Merriam street 
Miil street 
Monroe street 
Myrtle street 
Newell street 
New Lenox road 
New West street 
North street 
North Pearl street 
Northumberland road 
Oak street 
Onota street 
Orchard street 
Oxford street 
Park street 

Park place 
Parker avenue 


FROM 


Pine street 
Church street 
West street 
West street 
Columbus avenue 
Brown street 
Pomeroy avenue 
North street 
Linden street 
Second street 
Onota street 


West Housatonic st. 


Wahconah street 
First street 
North street 
Elm street 
East street 
East street 
North street 
Pollock avenue 
Cherry street 
North street 
Onota street 
First street 
Onota street 
Newell street 
North street 
West street 
West street 
Onota street 
Tyler street 
Elm street 
William street 
West street 
Park square 
Melville street 
Elm street 
Lincoln street 
West street 
North street 
Mill street 
Wahconah street 
North street 
West street 


e 
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TO 


Pleasure avenue 
South Caurch street 
Gale avenue 

865 ft. southerly 
Linden street 
Woodlawn avenue 
Appleton parkway 
Seymour street 
Campbell street 
Fourth street 

Peck's road - 
Hancock town line 
Wahconah street 
Fourth street 

796 ft. Wly. Onota st. 
Dawes avenue 
Willard place 
Newell street 
Francis avenue 
Holmes road 

Spring street 
Wellington avenue 
King street 

265 ft. easterly 
1,136 ft. westerly 
Elm street 

First street 

B. & A. Railroad 
West Housatonic st. 
North John street 


426 ft. Nly. Stoddard av 


East street 

Lenox town line 
West street 
Lanesboro town line 
Maplewood avenue 
Dawes avenue 

B. & A. railroad 
Peck's road 
Second street 
Hawthorne avenue 
Seymour street 
Allen street 


West Housatonic street 
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STREET 


Parkside avenue 
Parker street 
Partridge road 
Pearl street 
Peck's road 
Perrine avenue 
Pine street 
Pleasure avenue 
Plunkett street 
Poilock avenue 
Pomeroy avenue 
Pond street 
Pontoosuc avenue 
Prospect street 
Reed street 
Renne avenue 
Richmond avenue 
Richmond High road 
Richmond State road 
Road to Ward Clark's 
Robbins avenue 
Russell terrace 
School street 
Second street 
Seymour street 
Silver street 
Silver Lake road 
Smith street 
South avenue 
South street 
South Church street 
South John street 
South Merriam street 
South Mountain road 
South Onota street 
Spring street 
Springside avenue 
Stoddard avenue 
Stratford avenue 
Summer street 
Swamp road 
Sykes Mountain road 
Taconic street 
Tamarack road 


8 


FROM 


Newell street 
Kellogg street 
Crane avenue 
Fenn street 
Wahconah street 
Springside avenue 
Tyler street 
Tyler street 
Kellogg street 
Elm street 
Holmes road 
Second street 
Wahconah street 
Daniels avenue 
South street 
Fenn street 
Briggs avenue 


Upper Barkerville rd. 


Lebanon avenue 
Crane avenue 
Columbus avenue 
Wahconah street 
North street 
East street 
Linden street 
Second street 
Fourth street 
Burbank street 
Onota street 


| Park square 


Center street 
West street 
Woodleigh avenue 


Upper Barkerville rd. 


West street 
Burbank street 
North street 
North street 
Elm street 
North street 
Lebanon avenue 


New Lenox road 
Wendell avenue 
Upper Barkerville rd. 
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TO 


Ventura avenue 

594 ft. Nly. Tyler street 
Lanesboro town line 
Eagle street 
Lanesboro town line 
Park terrace 
Springside park 
Hull avenue 
Springside avenue 
Dawes avenue 

East street 

Third street 

Lenox avenue 
Dewey avenue 
Flizabeth street 
Eagle street 
Pontoosuc avenue 
Richmond town line 
Richmond town line 
Northerly 

Danforth avenue 
North street 

Allen street 
Burbank street 
Wahconah street 
Third street 

East street 

Tyler street 

Daniels street 

Lenox town line 
Mill street 

Columbus avenue 

B. & A. Railroad 
South street 

1121 ft. southerly 
Curtis street 
Springside park 
Pleasure avenue 
Dawes avenue 
Francis avenue 
Depot road 
Washington town line 
Pomeroy avenue 
South Mountain road 
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STREET 


Taylor street 

Third street 
Thomas Island road 
Tyler street 

Union street 


Upper Barkerville rd. 


Valentine road 
Ventura avenue 
View street 
Wahconah street 
Walnut street 

. Water street 
Weiler avenue 
Weliington avenue 
Wendell avenue 
West street 

West Housatonic st. 
West Union street 
Westminster street 
William street 
Willis street 
Wilson street 
Winter street 
Woodlawn avenue 
Woodleigh avenue 
Worthington street 


FROM 


South street 
Fenn street 
Peck's road, 
North street 
North street 
Swamp road 
West street 
Parkside avenue 
Onota street 
North street 
Onota street 
Elm street 
Briggs avenue 
Hamlin street 
Federal street 
Park square 
South street 
Onota street 
Dalton avenue 
Appleton avenue 
East street 
Wahconah street 
Burbank street 
Kellogg street 
West Housatonic st. 
Center street 
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TO 


1188 ft. westerly 
B. & A. Railroad 
Thomas Island 
Benedict road 
Francis avenue 


West Housatonic street 


Lake avenue 
Willard place 
Daniels street 
North street 
Summitt avenue 


East Housatonic street 


North street 
Orchard street 
Colt road 

Haneock town line 
Lebanon avenue 
John street 
Springside avenue 
Dalton town line 
Fenn street 
Mohegan street 
Curtis street 
Springside avenue 
West Housatonic st. 
Worthington place 
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Maintenance of Reservoirs 


The Ashley, Sackett and Hathaway distributing reser- 
voirs were cleaned of mud, a small leak was discovered in the 
Lower Ashley dam during the summer and later apparently 
stopped, but the leak was noticed again in Sept. and it was 
decided to investigate the same in conjunction with the clean- 
ing of the reservoir; this work was done in October and a 
part of November; cracks about six feet below the surface 
were discovered in the cut-off wall and similar to those found 
` at the other end of the dam in 1912; these were widened and 
caulked with cement mortar and concrete and the back filling 
replaced with selected material. 

There are leaks in the exposed masonry at Ashley Lake, 
especially at the cover stones of the spillway; these repairs 
must be made in the near future. 

Flash boards, five feet in height, are soon to be installed 
at Farnham Dam to impound additional water in the early 
Spring; it is estimated that the increased storage will amount 
to 70 million gallons. 

About fifty tons of hay were cut on the Ashley water shed 
and stored; the greater part of this hay will be used at the 
municipal stables. 

Owing to the advanced prices on cord wood and lumber, 
lands of the city on the Ashley water shed are to be thinned 
out in places. About 35 cords of wood were purchased in 1916 
and about 35,000 feet of lumber, exclusive of buildings. These 
city lands above referred to, include the Eckhardt place for 
cord wood and the Callahan lot on the shore of Ashley Lake; 
these places were so overgrown that the largest trees were 
preventing the growth of the smaller trees and not only will a 
thinning make an improvement on the property, but it is hoped 
that the cord wood and lumber will be delivered in Pittsfield 
at about one-half the market price; useful laborers also will 
incidentally be provided with productive work during a part of 
the winter season. | 

The house to house inspection to reduce the waste of 
water has been continued. 


yooig 1)93929S | 600° | €'9 | 00° 0000 It" | 8000 
yooig ÁBMBUIBH | 600° | St | 00 ` 10000° || e 
110419894 xXoo1g Áe[gsv | PIO" | SP | 00° ° 10000" ||. OI 
9N87 ÁAəlqsV | 810° | €'T | 00° ` 10000° 60° 
JIOA19S94[ YOOIT IIA | PIO" | O'S | 00° ` 10000° H 60° 
M0}}0g 39 JJOAIOSOY WBYUIBA | 960 | 91 | 00° 0000 60° 
eo9gjiug 39 110419891 UBVYyUIBY | SO” | P'I | 00° ` 40000 | 20° 
J9[UuI 18 WOAIOSeY urequuieq | 910° | PI | 00° 0000° 90* 
E = á uojsuəd| gon) 5 
3 E Q Q zi 4 a -8ns UJ °> 
5 | ec lanl | ss 
W 
> BS 5 proujumqiy 
CHE 2 
Lef 
88 U9SÍOIYN BIUOWWUY 


HLIVGH dO LNANLUVdad ALVLS ‘SSVW 
(000'00T ur 8718d) 
9161 HV3A 'S3SA'IVNV YALV/ 


9914 


63"2 
126 


uorju3T 
UO SSO'[ 
T9391 


U0JJBIOABAH 


uo onpisoy 


J1O[0) 


The amount oí water stored at different periods of the 
year is indicated in the following table : 


QUANTITY OF WATER STORED IN FARNHAM RESERVOIR 
AND ASHLEY LAKE 


DURING !9I6 
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The amount of water used by the city was 2,218,000,000 
gallons; of this total, r,235,ooo,ooo gallons was obtained from 
the Ashley system, comprising Ashley Brook, Ashley Lake, 
Hathaway Brook and Sackett Brook and 983,000,000 gallons 
from the Mill Brook system, comprising Mill Brook, Farnham 
Reservoir and some of the water diverted from the Roaring 
Brook conduit; the amount diverted from the conduit into 
Mill Brook was 777,000,000 gallons or 37.2 per cent of the 
flow of Roaring Brook, 


Consumption of Water in Million Gallons 


Maximum Minimum Average 


Monthly Daily Daily Daily 

Year 1916 Amount rate rate rate 
January, 191,552,000 7.8 3.5 6.0 
February, 174,939,000 8.6 4.0 6.2 
March, 193,209,000 9.0 3.8 6.2 
April, 179,329,000 8.9 3.2 6.0 
May, 191,818,000 8.8 3.3 6.0 
June, 174,264,000 8.9 3.4 6.o 
July, 194,708,000 9-3 3-4 6.3 
August, 213,038,000 9.8 3-7 6.7 
- September, 164,267,000 9.2 3.8 5.7 
October, 168, 522,000 8.1 2.8 5.4 
November, 176,774,000 8.4 3.0 5.9 
December, 195, 502,000 8.8 3.3 6.3 


Tota] amount of water used during the year, 2,218,000,000 
' gallons. 


Average daily rate, 6,000,000 gallons. 

Averáge daily consumption per capita, assuming a 39,000 
population, 155 gallons. 

A rain gage is installed at Farnham Reservoir and a record 
is to be kept of the rainfall at this altitude, which, used in 
comparison with the present gage at the City Hall, should 
prove very valuable in the future. 
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It will be observed from the above data that the con- 
sumption of water in Pittsfield is most excessive,—in fact, with 
the possible exception oí Peabody, Pittsfield probably has the 
largest consumption of water per capita of any city in Massa- 
chusetts. The waste of water must be greatly reduced,—in 
reality the present consumption should be diminished at least 
one-third, in order to delay the expense of additional works. 


Water Pipe Extensions 


Diameter Length Hydrants 


Location in inches in feet set 
Andrews Street, 2 128 
Berkley Street, 24 346 
Broadview Terrace, 6 580 | I 
Burbank Lane, 8 312 I 
Clarendon Street, 2 207 
Draper Avenue, 6 66 
Franklin Street, 6 216 T 
Grand Avenue, 6 396 I 
Hall Avenue, 2% 238 pi 
Holmes Road, 6 588 I 
Kenwood Street, 6 1,032 2 
Mead Avenue, 6 593 I 
Mervyn Street, | 2 432 
Mill Brook, 18 800 
Norman Avenue, 6 250 
Ontario Street, 6 SI 
Park Terrace, 6 246 
Roxbury Avenue, 2 439 
South Mountain Road, 6 180 
Thomson Place, 6 206 I 
Von Nida Avenue, 6 400 
Wahconah Street, 8 40 
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Additional Streets Accepted 
Abbott Street. 
Catherine Street. 


Gale Avenue, 
(From Woodleigh Avenue to Jason Street). 


Harris Street. 
Jordan Avenue. 


Longview Terrace, 
(From Parkside Avenue to Willard Place). 


Malcolm Avenue. 


Surveys and plans have been made of the following streets: 


Dartmouth Street, Tyler Street to Dalton Avenue. 


Dodge Avenue, Elm Street to William Street. 
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Fairview Avenue, North Street to Lenox Avenue. 


Stoddard Avenue, Pleasure Avenue to Grove Street. 


Union Street, Francis Avenue to Daniels Avenue. 
Respectfully submitted, 


ARTHUR B. FARNHAM, 
Engineer. 
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REPORT OF 


SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON REFORESTATION 


Pittsheld, Mass., January 12, 1917. 
To the Board of Public Works: 


Gentlemen: 


The Committee on the Reforestation of the city water- 
shed makes the following report of the work accomplished 
for the year of 1916. 


In your appropriations you alloted the Committee $1,000 
for reforestation, and, before proceeding with the work, we 
sought the advice of State Forester Rane. Mr. Rane and 
the Committee made a tour of inspection of the watershed, 
and at that time, it was deemed advisable to expend fifty per 
cent of the amount to tree planting and the balance to the 
planting of a city nursery. 


Starting late in the season we had a great deal of trouble 
in obtaining the small trees, but through the efforts of Mr. 
Rane we procured about 21,000 trees. The State Department 
loaned us two of their men for the work of supervision, your 
Board furnishing us with five workmen. The planting was 
completed in about three weeks and judging from results was 
done exceptionally well. Twenty-five acres having been 
planted, twenty acres located easterly of the keeper’s house 
at Farnham Dam, and five acres north of Mill Brook Reser- 
voir on Keating Farm. 
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Having completed the planting we put the State men 
building and planting the nursery, which we located about 
IOO yards south of the keeper's house at Farnham Dam. 
Seventy-two beds were planted, fifty per cent being white 
pine, the balance Norway spruce, red pine and larch. The 
time of planting consumed about a week. In laying out the 
beds we were forced to go to quite a large expense for wooden 
frames; these, of course, are serviceable for many years. The 
seed had started growing nicely when "damping off" got into 
the beds; after about three weeks we conquered the trouble 
and up to the time of mulching the growth was very satis-- 
factory. In the fall Mr. Cook, the assistant State Forester, 
pronounced the seedlings as the strongest plants he had seen 
during the season, and that they were not quite so numerous 
as some he had seen, but that strength was much more 
advantageous than numbers. 


Before winter set in we mulched all the beds by laying 
burlap on top of the seedlings, after which we had the screens 
put on the frames so as to carry the weight of the snow. 


The Committee made a tour of inspection of the planted 
trees during the latter part of October and were much pleased 
to find the trees growing very fast and in a good healthy con- 
dition. 

The cost of the work for the year was $989.79, leaving an 
unexpended balance of $11.21. 


We desire to express to your Board our appreciation of 
the time and consideration you have given to our project and 
for the co-operation of Mr. Spall of your Board, in many of 
the details of our work; also, of your Engineer, Mr. Farnham. 


Respectfully submitted, 


e 
KELTON B. MILLER, 
ARCHIBALD K. SLOPER. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


CITY TREASURER 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I herewith submit the twenty-sixth annual report of the 
City Treasurer, for the fiscal year ending December 31st, 1916: 


Cash on hand, January 3rd, 1916, $ 158,707 63 
Receipts during the year, 2,028,186 00 


$2,186,893 63 
Payments during the year, 2,095,907 09 


Balance on hand, $ 90,986 54 


STATEMENT OF BALANCE ON HAND 


Agricultural Bank, | $19,214 11 
Pittsfield National Bank, 21,346 38 
Third National Bank, 26,091 24 
Berkshire Loan and Trust Company, 24,184 81 
Cash, ` 150 00 

$ 90,986 54 


DEBT STATEMENT, January Ist, 1917 


Total Debt of all kind incurred and outstanding as follows: 


Water Debt, $1,465,300 00 
Sewer Debt, 569,000 00 
School Debt, 507,000 00 
Paving Debt, 25,000 00 
New Sidewalk Debt, | 38,500 00 


Permanent Improvement Debt, 22,000 00 


146 CITY TREASURER 


Wahconah Street Improvement Debt, 


Municipal Yard Debt, 
Playground Debt, 
Public Park Debt, 
Voting Machine Debt, 
City Debt, 1916 (notes), 


Total Debt, 


Debts outside limit: 


Water Debt, 
Sewer Debt, 
School Debt, 
Paving Debt, 
Playground Debt, 


Net Debt, January 1st, 1917, 


Valuation for year, 1914, 
Valuation for year, 1915, 
Valuation for year, 1916, 


Gross Net Valuation, 
Average Valuation, 


212% of Above, 
Less Net Debt, 


Present Borrowing Capacity, 


$1,465,300 
509,000 
77,000 
25,000 
16,000 


$39,856,387 
40,693,311 
41,033,571 


$121,583,269 


40,527,756 


$1,013,193 
638,500 


$ 374,693 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 
00 


35,000 00 
26,000 00 
16,000 00 
15,000 00 
2,000 00 
10,000 00 


$2,730,800 00 


2,092,300 00 


$ 638,500 00 


Debt Limit 


LIABILITIES OF THE CITY OF PITTSFIELD 
JANUARY 1, 1917 


Water Debt 


4% coupon and registered bonds, 
$20,000, Mar. 1, 1918, 

4% coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, Mar. 1, each year, 

4% coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, May 1, each year, 


$437,000 00 


260,000 00 


40,000 00 


4% 
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coupon and registered bonds, 
$5,000, May 1, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, 
$3,000, Sept. 1, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, Nov. 1, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, 
$5,000, Nov. 1, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, ` 
$5,000, Nov. 1, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, 
$5,000, Nov. 1, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, Nov. 1, each year, 


41⁄,% notes, 


$2,200, Aug. 1, 1917; $2,100, Aug. 1, 1918, 


41% notes, 


$2,000, Nov. 17, each year, 


Total Water Debt, 


Sewer Debt 


31% coupon and registered bonds, 


4% 


4% 


4% 


4% 


4% 


4% 


4% 


$10,000, June 1, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, June 1, each year, 


coupon and registered bonds, 
$ 5,000, Mar. 1, each year, 


coupon and registered bonds, 
$ 4,000, Aug. 1, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, 
$ 2,000, Sept. 1, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, Nov. 1, each year, 


coupon and registered bonds, 
$ 8,000, Nov. 1, 1919, 


coupon and registered bonds, 
$ 5,000, Feb. 1, 1924, 


Total Sewer Debt, 
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80,000 00 
15,000 00 
170,000 00 
80,000 00 
95,000 00 
94,000 00 
182,000 00 

4,300 00 


8,000 00 


$1,465,300 00 


$100,000 00 


20,000 00 


30,000 00 


96,000 00 


60,000 00 


130,000 00 


48,000 00 


85,000 00 


$569,000 00 
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4% 
4% 
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School Debt 


coupon and registered bonds, 
$ 6,000, Feb. 15, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, 
$10,000, May 165, 1917, 


314% registered bonds, 


$ 6,000, Aug. 15, each year, 


4167, coupon and registered bonds, 


$13,000, June 1, each year, 


r 


4% coupon and registered bonds, 


$ 7,000, Dec. 1, each year, 


4% coupon and registered bonds, 


4% 


315,05 registered bonds, $5,000, Nov. 1, each year, 


$10,000, Dec. 1, each year, 
coupon and registered bonds, 
$ 5,000, Dec. 1, each year, 


Total School Debt, 


Paving Debt 


4%% coupon bonds, $7,000, Nov. 1, each year, 


4% 
4% 


4% 


4% 


4% 


5% 


Total Paving Debt, 


Sidewalk Debt 


coupon bonds, $5,000, Nov. 6, each year, 
coupon bonds, $4,000, Dec. 1, each year, 


Total Sidewalk Debt, 


Permanent Improvement Debt 


coupon bonds, $7,000, Dec. 1, each year, 


Municipal Yard Debt 
coupon bonds, $2,000, Sept. 1, each year, 


Playground Debt 
coupon bonds, $1,000, Aug. 1, each year, 


Public Park Debt 
note, $5,000, Oct. 1, each year, 


$ 62,000 
10,000 
24,000 

181,000 
77,000 
72,000 
81,000 


$507,000 


$25,000 
35,000 


$60,000 


$22,500 
16,000 


$38,500 


$22,000 


$26,000 


$16,000 


$15,000 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 


00 
00 


00 


00 
00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 
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Voting Machine Debt 
4% note, $2,000, Oct. 15, each year, $ 2,000 00 


City Debt, 1916 


41% note, Repairing Dam, due Nov. 23, 1917, $ 5,000 00 
4160, note, Repairing Tucker School, Nov. 23, 1917, 2,000 00 
4%% note, Board of Health, Nov. 23, 1917, 3,000 00 

Total City Debt, |. $10,000 00 


TEMPORARY LOANS IN ANTICIPATION 


OF REVENUE 
2.55% Discount, notes, Feb. 11, 1916, paid Nov. 10th, $300,000 00 
2.97% Discount, notes, June 8, 1916, paid Nov. 15th, 100,000 00 
3.57% Discount, notes, July 19, 1916, paid Dec. 5th, 100,000 00 
3.58% Discount, notes, Dec. 14, 1916, due Apr. 19, 1917, 100,000 00 
Total Revenue Notes for 1916, | $600,000 00 
Paid, | 500,000 00 
Outstanding Notes, . . $100,000 00 
Total City Debt, January 1, 1916, $2,847,571 50 
Total City Debt, January 1, 1917, 2,130,800 00 
Decrease during the year 1916, $116,777 50 


PUBLIC INDEBTEDNESS DUE IN 1917 


Water Debt, $67,200 00 
Sewer Debt, 41,000 00 
School Debt, 57,000 00 
Paving Debt, 5,000 00 
Wahconah Street Widening and Paving Debt, 1,000 00 
Sidewalk Debt, 9,000 00 
Permanent Improvement Debt, 7,000 00 
Municipal Yard Debt, 2,000 00 
Playground, . 1,000 00 
Public Park Debt, 5,000 00 


Voting Machine Debt, 2,000 00 
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Payments on (1916) City Debta: 
Repairs on Ambursen Dam, 
Tucker School Repairs, 
Board of Health Notes, 


Total Amount due in 1917, 


INTEREST PAYMENTS FOR 1917 


Interest on Water Debt, 
Interest on Sewer Debt, 
Interest on School Debt, 


Interest on Paving Debt, 
Interest on 


$5,000 00 
2,000 00 
3,000 00 


Permanent Improvement Debt, 


Interest on Wahconah Street Improvement Debt, 


Interest on Sidewalk Debt, 
Interest on Municipal Yard Debt, 
Interest on Playground Debt, 
Interest On Public Park Debt, 
Interest on Voting Machine Debt, 
Interest on (1916) City Debt, 
Interest on Revenue Loans, 


Total Interest, Payments for 1917, 


DEBTS DUE IN DETAIL FOR 1917 


Water Debt: 


March 1, 1917, 4% Bonás, 
May 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 

May 1, 1911, 4% Bonds, 
September 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 
November 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 
August 1, 1917, 44% Note, 
Nóvember 17, 1917, 440% Note, 


Total Water Debt Due, 


$10,000 00 
5,000 00 
10,000 00 
3,000 00 
10,000 00 
5,000 00 
5,000 00 
5,000 00 
10,000 00 
2,200 00 
2,000 00 


10,000 


$213,200 


$58,173 
21,785 
20,452 
875 
880 
1,575 
1,540 
1,040 
640 
750 
80 
450 
10,000 


$67,200 00 


00 


00 


50 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


$118,241 00 
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Sewer Debt: 
March 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, $ 5,000 00 
June 1, 1917, 31605 Bonds, 10,000 00 
June 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 10,000 00 
August 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 4,000 00 
September 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 2,000 00 
November 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 10,000 00 
Total Sewer Debt Due: | 41,000 00 


School Debt: | 
February 18, 1917, 4% Bonds, $ 6,000,00 


May 15, 1917, 4% Bonds, 10,000 00 
June 1, 1917, 444% Bonds, 13,000 00 
August 15, 1917, 31505 Bonds, 6,000 00 
December 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 10,000 00 
December 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 1,000 00 
December 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 5,000 00 
Total School Debt Due, 57,000 00 


Paving Debt: 


November 1, 1917, 34% Bonds, $5,000 00 
November 1, 1917, 444% Bonds, 1,000 00 


Total Paving Debt Due, 12,000 00 


Sidewalk Debt: 


November 6, 1917, 4% Bonds, $5,000 00 
December 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 4,000 00 
Total Sidewalk Debt Due, 9,000 00 


Permanent Improvement Debt: 
December 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 1,000 00 


Municipal Yard Debt: 
September 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 2,000 00 


Playground Debt: 
August 1, 1917, 4% Bonds, 1,000 00 
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Public Park Debt: 
October 1, 1917, 5% Bonds, 5,000 00 


Voting Machine Debt: 
October 15, 1917, 4% Bonds, 2,000 00 


City Debt (1916): 


November 23, 1917, 444% Note, $5,000 00 

November 23, 1917, 44% Note, 2,000 00 

November 23, 1917, 440% Note, 1,000 00 

November 23, 1917, 4%% Note, 2,000 00 S 
Total City Debt Due, 10,000 00 
Total Debts Due in 1917, $213,200 00 


INTEREST DUE IN DETAIL FOR 1917 
On Water Debt 


6 mos. int. on $260,000 at 4%, Mar. 1, 1917, $5,200 00 
6 mos. int. on $250,000 at 4%, Sept. 1, 1917, 5,000 00 
1 yrs. int. on $15,000 at 4%, Mar. 1 and Sept. 1, 1917, 600 00 ` 
1 yrs. int. on $437,000 at 4%, Mar. 1 and Sept. 1, 1917, 17,480 00 
6 mos. int. on $80,000 at 4%, May 1, 1917, 1,600 00 
6 mos. int. on $75,000 at 4%, Nov. 1, 1917, 1,500 00 
6 mos. int. on $40,000 at 4%, May 1, 1917, 800 00 
6 mos. int. on $30,000 at 4%, Nov. 1, 1917, 600 00 
1 yrs. int. on $170,000 at 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1917, 6,800 00 
1 yrs. int. on $80,000 at 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1917, 3,200 00 
1 yrs. int. on $95,000 at 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1917, 3,800 00 
1 yrs. int. on $94,000 at 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1917, 3,760 00 
1 yrs. int. on $182,000 at 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1917, 7,280 00 
1 yrs. int. on $4,300 at 414%, Feb. 1 and Aug. 1, 1917, 193 50 
1 yrs. int. on $8,000 at 414%, May 17 and Nov. 17, 1917, 360 00 


Total Interest on Water Debt, $58,173 50 


CITY TREASURER 153 


On Sewer Debt 


6 mos. int. on $100,000 at 312%, June 1, 1917, $1,750 00 
6 mos. int. on $90,000 at 3%%, Dec. 1, 1917, 1,575 00 
6 mos. int. on $20,000 at 4%, June 1, 1917, 400 00 
6 mos. int. on $10,000 at 4%, Dec. 1, 1917, . 200 00 
6 mos. int. on $30,000 at 4%, Mar. 1, 1917, 600 00 
6 mos. int. on $25,000 at 4%, Sept. 1, 1917, 500 00 
1 yrs. int. on $85,000 at 4%, Feb. 1 and Aug. 1, 1917, 3,400 00 
1 yrs. int. on $96,000 at 4%, Feb. 1 and Aug. 1, 1917, 3,840 00 
` 1 yrs. int. on $48,000 at 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1917, 1,920 00 
1 yrs. int. on $130,000 at 4%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1917, 5,200 00 
1 yrs. int. on $60,000 at 4%, Mar. 1 and Sept. 1, 1917, 2,400 00 
Total Interest on Sewer Debt, | $21,785 00 


On School Debt 
1 yrs. int. on $24,000 at 31507, Feb. 15 and Aug. 15, 1917, $ 840 00 


6 mos. int. on $62,000 at 4%, Feb. 15, 1917, . 1,240 00 
6 mos. int. on $56,000 at 4%, Aug. 15, 1917, | 1,120 00 
6 mcs. int. on $10,000 at 4%, May 15, 1917, . 200 00 
6 mos. int. on $181,000 at 41%, June 1, 1917, 4,072 50 
6 mos. int. on $168,000 at 416%, Dec. 1, 1917, 3,780 00 
1 yrs. int. on $77,000 at 4%, June 1 and Dec. 1, 1917, 3,080 00 
1 yrs. int. on $72,000 at 4%, June 1 and Dec. 1, 1917, 2,880 00 
1 yrs. int. on $81,000 at 4%, June 1 and Dec. 1, 1917, 3,240 00 

Total Interest on School Debt, I $20,452 50 


On Paving Debt 
1 yrs. int. on $25,000 at 312%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1917, $ 875 00 


On Permanent Improvement Debt 
1 yrs. int. on $22,000 at 4%, June 1°and Dec. 1, 1917, $880 00 


On Wahconah Street Debt 
1 yrs. int. on $35,000, at 414%, May 1 and Nov. 1, 1917, $1,575 00 


On Sidewalk Debt 


1 yrs. int. on $22,500 at 4%, May 6 and Nov. 6, 1917, $900 00 
1 yrs. int. on $16,000 at 4%, June 1 and Dec. 1, 1917, 640 00 


Total Interest on Sidewalk Debt, $1,540 00 


1 yrs. 


1 yrs. 


1 yrs. 


1 yrs. 


int. 


int. 


int. 


int. 


CITY TREASURER 


On Municipal Yard Debt 
on $26,000 at 4%, Apr. 1 and Sept. 1, 1917, 


On Playground Debt 
on $16,000 at 4%, Feb. 1 and Aug. 1, 1917, 


On Public Park Debt 
on $15,000 at 5%, Apr. 1 and Oct. 1, 1917, 


On Voting Machine Debt 
on $2,000 at 4%, Apr. 15 and Oct. 15, 1917, 


On City Debt, 1916 


1 yrs. int. on Ambursen Dam, 

Note $5,000 at 444%, May 23 and Nov. 23, 1917, 
1 yrs. int. on Tucker School Repairs, 

Note $2,000 at 414%, May 23 and Nov. 23, 1917, 
1 yrs. int. on Board of Health, 

Note $3,000 at'4144%, May 23 and Nov. 23, 1917, 


Total Interest on City Debt, 


Interest on Revenue Loans, 


Total Interest Due in 1917, 


$1,040 


$640 


$1750 


$80 


$225 

90 

135 
$450 
$10,000 


$118,241 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 


00 
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| BOARD OF OVERSEERS OF POOR 
CITY OF PITTSFIELD 
1916 


PETER SHERIDAN, Chairman 
HENRY S. THOMAS WILLARD E. CROSSETT 


Superintendent of Poor and Clerk 
ALBERT W. SHAW 


Assistant Clerk 


MADELEINE E. SHERIDAN 


City Physician 
HARRY H. BARD, M.D. 


Warden of City Farm 
ERNEST H. COOKE 


Matron of City Farm 
MIRIAM C. COOKE 


Committee on City Farm and Poor 


FREDERICK D. RETALLICK JOHN COLLINS 
JAMES A. O'NEIL JOHN L. McLAUGHLIN 
WILLIAM G. O'CONNELL 


Office of Board ....Park Square, Room 14 
Office of City Physician. . . 311 North Street 


REPORT 
OF THE | T 


OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: | 


The Overseers of the Poor of the City of Pittsfield here- 
with submit their annual report for the year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1916. 


The business in this city is better today than at any 
time in the past ten years and any person able to work can 
find employment. We have been obliged, however, to help 
some large families owing to the exorbitant prices of fuel and 
food supplies. 


The number of deserted families in Pittsfield is increasing, 
although we insist upon a complaint being brought in the 
District Court under the Uniform Desertion Act when such 
families apply for aid. We would be pleased to see more 
co-operation between different states so that the cost of extra- 
dition might be lessened, and a sentence imposed upon this 
class of men, who are a disgrace to our citizenship. 


With the growth of the city and the increase in the cost of 
living, come greater expenditures and we trust that the Hon- 
orable City Council will see proper to increase the appropria- 
tions for this department. 


"Mothers" Aid," Chapter 763 


This class of dependents will increase and it will be neces- 
sary to make a large increase in the appropriation if we are to 
meet the demands under this law. 
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We would put on record our acknowledgement of the 
efficient services of Ernest H. Cooke, Warden, and Miriam C. 
Cooke, Matron. of the City Farm. Much has been accomp- 
lished by the Board of Overseers to make a comfortable, clean 
and happy home for the inmates, most of whom are old and 


feeble with nothing to look forward to except the comfort 
from the City Farm home. 


We wish to acknowledge the co-operation and assistance 


of the charitable organizations of the city, as well as that of 
many charitably inclined people. 


In this report no mention is made of bills payable or bills 


receivable, as they come in the cash payments and cash reim- 
bursements of the next year. 


Appropriations 


The appropriations for the Poor Department received 
and expended were: 


Regular appropriation for Outside Poor, $14,000 00 
Regular appropriation for City Farm, 10,000 00 
Extra appropriation for City Farm, 2,500 00* 
Appropriation for repairs at City Farm, 500 00 

Total appropriation for Poor Department, $21,000 00 
Appropriations for Poor Department minus repair 

appropriation, | |. $26,500 00 
Received in cash reimbursements from all sources, 1,420 32 

Net expenditures for Poor, $19,079 68 


This makes the net cost of maintaining the poor about forty- 
seven and two-thirds cents per capita of our city population. 


Outside Poor 


Appropriation, $14,000 00. 
Reimbursements, 5,258 13 


Net expenditures, $ 3,741 87 
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The itemized expenditure for the twelve months of 1916 will 
show in the Relief Tables. 


Of the amount of $14,000 expended for Outside Poor, $9,937.55 
was charged to the City of Pittsfield; $2,376.77 was expended for 
State Poor; and $1,685.68 was expended for persons having a legal 
settlement elsewhere within the Commonwealth, but living in this 
city. | š 

The number of families aided in 1916 was 316, comprising 544 
males and 542 females, making a total of 1,086 persons aided. 

Nine persons having no settlement within the Commonwealth 
were sent to the State Hospital at Tewksbury. 

The following table of statistics will show the appropriations, 
cash reimbursements, and net expenses of the Poor Department for 
the past seventeen years: 


Appro- Reim- Net City 

Year priations bursements Expenses Population 
1900............ $20,000 00 $1,843 11 $18,156 89 21,766 
1901. vk PES 20,700 00 1,126 56 19,573 44 
E902 vied era ws 22,500 00 751 91 21,748 09 
1908. ovo RE 18,500 00 1,067 82 17,432 18 
1904. 46r ten as 18,000 00 3,422 31 14,577 69 
p a 15,000 00 1,325 82 13,674 18 25,000 
1906.52 45 SX 15,000 00 2,522 05 12,477 95 
15071. okay as de 14,500 00 2,837 47 11,662 53 ` 
19082. ya ass 17,800 00 3,350 15 14,449 85 
1909 esas 18,800 00 3,348 06 15,451 94 
1910... ov bres 19,600 00 4,484 23 15,115 77 32,121 
1911, 2. yusa we 19,500 00 4,598 93 14,901 07 
1912 ors evasit 19,000 00 4,586 39 14,413 61 
1918.4 LE SER 20,500 00 4,317 32 16,182 68 
1914.2. 409 oy 28,500 00 6,118 01 22,381 99 
1515 cuv e9h 21,000 00 1,962 10 19,037 90 39,700 
1916.5.» E 26,500 00 1,420 32 19,079 68 

Hospitals 


This Department has supported in hospitals for various periods of 
time during the year, 85 persons. 


House of Mercy, 35 at cost of, $1,127 00 
Hillerest Hospital, 49 at cost of, 1,131 71 
Massachusetts Commission for Blind, 1 at cost of, 48 00 


Total number of cases, 85 at cost of, $2,306 71 
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Of the amount, $2,306.71 paid to hospitals in 1916, $1,233.85 w 
Or persons having a legal settlement in Pittsfield; $665.05 w 


«c Harged to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and $407.81 w 
«= hharged to other cities and towns. 


We are now obliged to pay local hospitals $10 per week r 
go tient, instead of $7 per week as in previous years. 


City Farm 


The Board of Overseers of the Poor have leased the Smith fa! 
from the J. Harvey Smith estate for a term of three years. | 
portion of the house is used for an aged couple and a large quanti 


of potatoes, oats, etc., are grown on the farm, as shown in t 
tables below: 


Many improvements have been made in the buildings at t 


City Farm and we think they will compare favorably with simil 
institutions in the state | | 


We would call to the attention of the Honorable City Coun 
the need 


Of painting and slating the City Farm barns. The Iso 
tion Hospital also is in need of painting; this building is used 
the Boar 


d of Health and if it is to be continued in use, will ne 
a new roof and other repairs. 


Appropriation, $10,000 
Extra 2PPropriation, 2,500 
Total 2PPTopriations, 12,500 
Reimbursements, 2,162 
. Net eXpenditures, $10,337 
The number of inmates at the City Farm, January 1, 1916, w 
61—54 ma] 


es and 7 females. There were admitted during t 
inmates ` * died and 74 were discharged, leaving the number 
are b Ss at the Farm, January 1, 1917, 65. Fifty-six of the inmat 
Ween 60 and 100 years of age. 
The 


Eros ce of each pers 
Was $4.18 S Cost per week for maintenan 


for S bis net €Xpense at the City Farm after deducting cash pe 
oard, Was $10,337.81. 


The average net weekly cost per inmate was $3.46. 


follow S number of live stock on the farm January 1, 1917, was 
ES Orses 5, cows 19, hogs and pigs 81, young stock 16. 
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The principal products produced and used on the farm were: 


Oats, 640 Bushels 
Sweet corn, 60 c 
Cider apples, 75 » 
String beans, 7 s 
Tomatoes, 30 ii 
Parsnips, 6 x 
Carrots, l 50 e 
Potatoes, 780 i 
Beets, 35 ý 
Cucumbers, 10 5 
Onions, 40 “ 
Turnips, 35 » 
Pears, 25 Ri 
Spinach, 5 di 
Rutabaga, 45 e 
Dry Beans, 4. “ 
Summer squash, 5 M 
Peas, 15 € 
Cherries, 2 i 
Pork, 7,049 Pounds 
Veal, 1,637 S 
Beef, 3,545 S 
Chickens, 250 Š; 
Butter, 2,600 " 
Winter squash, 500 " 
Milk, 38,727 Quarts 
Hay, 85 Tons 
Ensilage, 115 Ši 
Pumpkins, 1 E 
Cabbage, | 3,000 Heads 
Apples, 12 Barrels 
Eggs, 469 Dozen 


Respectfully submitted, 


PETER SHERIDAN, Chairman, 
HENRY S. THOMAS, 
WILLARD E. CROSSETT, 

A. W. SHAW, Superintendent. 


REPORT 
OF THE 
CITY PHYSICIAN 
Year 1916 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and Members of the City Council: 
Gentlemen: 

I herewith submit my report as City Physician for the 
vear beginning January Ist and ending December 31st, 1916. 


Services for Poor Department 


Number of calls to Farm, 47 
Number of patients seen, 272 
Number of house calls, 916 
Number of office calls, 170 
Number of surgical cases, 40 
Number of obstetrical cases, 4 


Services for Health Department 


Number of calls, 106 
Number of vaccinations, 512 
Number of dressings of vaccination 

cases, 301 


Services for Police Department 


Number of calls, 75 


I take this opportunity of thanking Miss Osborne and the 
nurses of the Visiting Nurse Association for their assistance 
in the last vaccination clinics. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Harry H. Banp, 
City Physician. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


CITY SOLICITOR 


Pittsfield, Mass., February 2, 1917. 


To the Honorable, the Mayor, and City Council of the City of 
Pittsficld : 


In accordance with the requirements of the ordinances of 
the city, I submit the following report oI the Legal Depart- 
ment of the city for the municipal year ending with the first 
Monday in February, 1917. 


PENDING LITIGATION 


The following is a list of causes now pending in the 


Supreme Judicial Court: 
No. 


1. Agricultural National Bank vs. Theodore L. Pomeroy, et al, 
and City of Pittsfield, Trustee, (on appeal by plaintiff, 
from Berkshire Superior Court). 

2. Secundo Amerio vs. City of Pittsfield, (petition for writ of 
Certiorari). 

3. Secundo Amerio vs. City of Pittsfield, (petition for writ of 
Mandamus). 


The following is a list of causes now pending in the 
Berkshire Superior Court: 


2748. Harry Payne Whitney, Tr., vs. City of Pittsfield. 
2751. Oliver S. Hutchinson vs. City of Pittsfield. 

2754. Smith Paper Co. vs. City of Pittsfield. 

2755. Eaton-Dikeman Co. vs. City of Pittsfield. 

2796. Oliver S. Hutchinson vs. City of Pittsfield. 
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3069. American Writing Paper Co. vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3524. Pet. Aldermen for alteration of crossing at B. & A. bridge | 
179 on Parker Ave. (award made and awaiting confirma- 
tion. 
Erasimo Carnevale et ux. vs. City of Pittsfield. (Petition for 
award of damages for taking land). 
Theodore L. Pomeroy vs. City of Pittsfield. (Petition for 
award of damages for taking land). 


City of Pittsfield vs. Pittsfield National Bank et ali. 
Edward L. Shaw vs. City of Pittsfield. 


The following is a list of causes now pending in the 
District Court of Central Berkshire : 


Edward T. Shaw vs. City of Pittsfield. 


The following is now pending in the District Court 
of United States for District of Massachusetts : 


James O. Winston et al, vs. City of Pittsfield. 


The following is a list of litigated causes completed 
during the year: 


In Superior Court: 


3228. Michael Allessio vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3260. Lillian Houle Kelly, et al, vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3261. Mary E. O'Connor vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3262. Charles H. Prout vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3350. Mary I. Dowd vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3351. Michael J. Dowd vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3493. Frances Pratt vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3494. Earl H. Wood vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3524. Pet. Aldermen for alteration at crossing of B. € A. bridge 
179 on Parker Avenue. 
3586. Theodore L. Pomeroy et ali, vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3587. George A. Grounds Co. vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3656. Mary Condon vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3657. Elizabeth Bleau vs. City of Pittsfield. 
3544. W. A. Whittlesey vs. City of Pittsfield. 
B. & A. R. R. Co. vs. City of Pittsfield (Eagle Street). 
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In District Court: 


Michael J. Kelly vs. City of Pittsfield. 
Fred J. Harvey vs. City of Pittsfield. 
Dr. John J. Flynn vs. City of Pittsfield. 


Special Acts of Legislature during year 1916 
relating to Pittsfield : 


1. Chapter 114 of the Special Acts of 1916, entitled “An Act to 
Authorize the City of Pittsfield to Refund Certain Water 
Bonds.” 


2. Chapter 253 of the Special Acts of 1916, entitled “An Act to 
Authorize the City of Pittsfield to Grade and Pave its 
Streets and to Issue Bonds to Defray the Cost thereof.” 


3. Chapter 343 of the Special Acts of 1916, entitled “An Act 
Relative to the Amount of Money to be Expended by the 
City of Pittsfield in the Grading and Paving of its Streets.” 


Numerous new claims against the City have been pre- 
sented during the past municipal year to the City Council and 
referred to the joint standing committee on claims for con- 
sideration. This committee has heard most of these claims 
and in many instances.have given the claimants notice of leave 
to withdraw. Others have been adjusted. 


The pending actions of Harry Payne Whitney, Tr., and 
Oliver S. Hutchinson against the City, heretofore referred to, 
have been heard during the past year by a Special Commission 
authorized by agreement of parties to give final judgment upon 
the law and the facts. The introduction of evidence in these 
cases has been concluded and the decision of the Commission 
is now awaited. 


During the past year this department undertook to enter 
into negotiations with the D. & A. R. R. Company (N. Y. 
Central Railroad, lessee) to insure the retention of the em- 
bankment and wall constructed by the city on the north side 
of Eagle Street, at its junction with North Street, authority to 
remove which had been granted the railroad company by the 
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Superior Court after due proceedings. The court found that 
the embankment wall had been erected by the city upon the 
land of the railroad company. a fact which could not seriously 
be disputed by the city upon all the evidence, and it was, there- 
fore, deemed desirable to secure the consent of the railroad 
company to allow this wall to remain for the present. After 
conference the railroad company consented not to remove the 
wall at present and to give-to the city a lease of the land 
occupied by the embankment and wall for the space of one 
year absolutely. After the expiration of one year this lease 
may be terminated at any time upon a formal notice given in 
accordance with the provisions set forth in the lease. 


Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) Jonn J. WHITTLESEY, 
City Solicitor. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


PARK COMMISSION 


To the Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council: 
Gentlemen : | 


We have the honor of presenting the fourth annual report 
of the Board of Park Commissioners. William C. Stevenson 
was, on May 22, 1916, appointed by Mayor George W. Faulk- 
ner a member of the Commission for a term of five years, 
beginning May 1, 1916, and succeeding George H. White, 
whose term expired. The appointment was confirmed by 
both branches of the City Council. Mr. Stevenson took the 
oath of office before City Clerk Norman C. Hull, May 26. 
Fred T. Francis was re-elected chairman and John M. Flynn 
was re-appointed clerk. James E. McGovern was re-appointed 
superintendent of parks. 


The sum of $4,500 was provided in the budget for Parks 
and Common. The sum of $4,398.12 was expended, leaving a 
balance of $101.88. The cost of snow removal in December 
was $118 less than in the corresponding month in 1915. 


The playground appropriation was $3,000 and the amount 
expended was $2,396.22, leaving a balance of $63.78. 


A special appropriation of $600 enabled the Commission 
to make much needed improvements at Springside Park, in- 
cluding a new fence, culvert and grading. The sum of $596.41 
was expended, leaving a balance of $3.59. 


The band concert appropriation of $400 was handled by 
the Commission, that amount being paid for eight concerts, 
which were given on Sunday afternoons at the various parks. 


v 
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The Balance Rock property in Lanesboro, the purchase 
of which was brought about through a subscription among 
citizens of Pittsfield and Lenox, was presented to the city as a 
park, thus giving assurance that this sitely spot will be kept 
open to the public. 


Playgrounds 


The playgrounds season was a highly successful one, 
despite the fact that the infantile paralysis epidemic caused the 
discontinuance of the playground work earlier than had been 
expected. The season opened July 5 and continued to August 
23. The total attendance was 47,634, as follows: Common, 
10,537;  Pontoosuc, 9,180;  Russells, 2,230;  Springside, 
17,823; William Pitt, 7,864. The double count system was 


uséd, one count being taken during the morning and the other 
during the afternoon. 


Louis C. Schroeder, of Springfield, was engaged by the 
Commission as superintendent of playground work in 1916 
and he performed his duties in a very efficient manner. At 
the close of the season the Commission promptly asked Mr. 
Schroeder to continue in the position this year and it is hoped 
to be favored with his services. 


In the effort to get adults interested in the playground 
work the Commission had instructors on hand three nights a 
week at the Common, Pitt grounds and Springside park to 
carry On. various games and a large number of people took 
advantage of the opportunity to participate. Adults in con- 
siderable numbers also patronized the swimming at Pontoosuc 
lake two nights a week with the regular swimming instructors 
on hand, under the supervision of the Commission. Further 
regulations should be made for recreation work during the 
evening hours. It is also desired to carry the playground 
work to other sections of the city, which are not now served, 


45 Soon as sufficient funds for the same are provided by the 
city. 
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Recommendations 


We again strongly urge that the spur trolley track on 
East street north of City Hall park be removed. It is an 
impossibility to preserve the beauty of the park unless the 
tracks at this point are taken up. 


We recommend a pavilion and bath house at Pontoosuc 
lake and a bath house at Burbank park. The bath houses at 
Pontoosuc lake are in a decided unsatisfactory condition. 


We recommend the curbing of the triangular plot north 
of the House of Mercy as teams driving onto the park are 
fast destroying it. 


We recommend the resurfacing of the athletic field on 
the Common.. | 


The triangular park at the junction of Peck's road and 
Wahconah street, the Curtin property, should be purchased by 
the city and curbed. 


| We recommend the fixing up of the baseball field and 
pond at Springside park. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Parks and Common 


Appropriation, $4,500 00 
Material, $ 487 53 
Trucking, 125 67 
Labor, 3,649 36 
Clerk, 99 96 
- Engineering, 20 33 
Miscellaneous, 15 27 

4,398 12 


Balance, $101 88 
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Playgrounds 
Appropriation, $3,000 00 
Supplies and material, $ 597 57 
Superintendent and clerk, 450 00 
Instructors, 1,564 46 
Caretakers, 209 80 
Other labor, 53 95 
Miscellaneous, 60 44 
2,936 22 
Balance, $63 73 
Springside Park Improvements 
Appropriation, | $600 00 
Culvert,’ $ 95 76 
Pipe and headwall, 135 00 
Fence, 255 65 
Grading, 119 00 
596 41 
Balance, $3 59 
| Band Concerts 
Appropriation, $400 00 
General Electric band, 400 00 
Balance, $000 00 


(Signed) 


FRED T. FRANCIS, 
DENNIS J. HAYLON, 
DANIEL F. FARRELL, 
GEO. W. MERRIAM, 
WILLIAM C. STEVENSON. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF WIRES 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen: 

I hereby submit my report for the year 1916. 
Number of applications for wiring, 553 
Number of applications for fixtures, 60 
Number of inspections made, 999 
Number of permits issued to Pittsfield Electric Co. 

to connect wires and supply current, 312 
Notifications by mail and otherwise, 41 


Sixty-two miles of weather-proof wire was used by the 
Pittsfield Electric Co. for new construction and repairs during 
the year. 


Number of poles used by the Pittsfield Electric Co., 409 
Number feet lead covered duplex cable by Pittsfield 

Electric Co., 6,434 
Number feet underground conduit laid by Pittsfield 

Electric Co., 960 
Number feet lead covered single cable by Pittsfield 

Electric Co., I,200 
Number feet single wire armored cable by Pittsfield 

Electric Co., 3,500 


Fourteen new lights have been added to the North Street 
wiring system on Fast and South Streets. 

A new high tension line has been constructed by the Pitts- 
field Electric Co. from the Silver Lake Station to the Lenox 
town line to supply the towns south of Pittsfield with light 
and power. 

iy submitted, 
WILLIAM F. FRANCIS, 
Inspector of Wires. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF BUILDINGS 


To His H onor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen : | | 


I herewith submit my report as Inspector oí Buildings 
|. for the year ending December 31, 1916. 


Total number of permits issued, 293, as follows: 


Single houses, 42 
Double houses, 3 
Two-flat houses, 6 
Dungalows, 2I 
Stores and apartments, I 
Stores, I 
Stores and offices, 2 
Garages, 52 
Work shops, 2 
Poultry houses, 3 
Storage buildings, 6 
Wagon sheds, 5 
Green-houses, 3 
Barns, 7 
Garage and stores, I : 
Church, I 
Combination church and school, I 
Office building, I 
Parish house, I 
Repair fire damage, II 
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Piazzas, 13 
Alterations and additions, 78 
Metal signs and sign boards, 50 
Buildings built of brick, 21 
Buildings built of concrete blocks, II 
Buildings built of reinforced concrete, 3 
Buildings steel frame, | 3 
Wooden buildings metal veneered, 2 
Buildings built of terra cotta, 4 
Number of lathing permits granted, 74 


In accordance with the provisions of Section 46, Chapter 
655, Acts of 1913, have inspected all hotels and lodging houses 
in the city and reported their condition relative to safety in - 
case of fire to the Chief of the Massachusetts District Police. 


Number of rooms inspected in said hotels and lodging 
houses, 793. 


In accordance with the provisions of Section 3, Chapter 
806, Acts of 1913, I have made a thorough inspection of all 
passenger and freight elevators in the city, have made a prac- 
tical test of the safety devices required therefor, and have filed 
a detailed report thereof with the Chief of the Massachusetts 
District Police. 


Number of elevators inspected, 83 
Number of licenses granted to operators 

of power passenger elevators, 17. 
Number of operators” licenses renewed, 27 


Amount of fees collected for licenses 


to operate elevators, $17 oo 
Amount collected for the renewal of 
operators' licenses, I3 50 


Total amount of license fees paid to 
City Treasurer, $30 so 
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The estimated cost of new buildings, alterations and addi- 
tions within the first and second fire districts, for which per- 
mits were issued is $798,847.00. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Joun H. FLYNN, 
ik | 7 Inspector of Buildings. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF PLUMBING 


Pittsfield, Mass., January 26, 1917. 


To His Honor, thc Mavor, and Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I herewith submit my report as Inspector of Plumbing 
for the year ending December 31, 1916. 


Number of permits, 432, for the following fixtures: 


W. closets, 451 
W. basins, 339 
Daths, 254 
Sinks, 344 
Trays, | 190 
Urinals, 35 
F. drains, | | 24 
D. fountains, 3 

1,640 


Fixtures in old work: 


W. closets, 174 
W. basins, II9 
Daths, 112 
Sinks, i 139 
Trays, 70 
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Fixtures to cesspools: 


W. closets, 59 
W. basins, 46 
Baths, 5I 
Sinks, ' 52 
Trays, 36 

244 
Cesspools disconnected, 50 
Sewer permits, 118 
Inspections, 657 


Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM J. CAHILL, 
Inspector of Plumbing. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


SEALER OF WEIGHTS -AND MEASURES 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report of 
the Department of Weights and Measures for the year ending 
December 31, 1916. 


Ad- Non- Con- 
justed Sealed Sealed demned 
Platform scales over 5,000 Ibs., 4 23 3 
Platform scales under 5,000 lbs., 7 111 5 4 
Counter scales, 14 177 | 
. Beam scales, 6 1 
Spring balances, 38 . 241 1 50 
Computing scales, 24 135 4 
Slot weighing scales, 9 2 
Weights avoirdupois, 76 1016 3 
Weights apothecary, 202 70 
Weights metric, 65 3 
Weights troy, 17 2 
Dry measures, GER 
Liquid measures, | 441 29 
Oil pumps, 20 ; 32 13 2 
Milk jars, | 22 13 
Ice cream containers, 426 61 
Yard measures and tapes, 162 2 


183 3148 20 249 


- 
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Number weights and measures tested, _ 3397 
Number weights and measures sealed, 3148 
Number weights and measures adjusted, 183 
Number weights and measures condemned, 249 
Number weights and measures non-sealed, 20 
Number weights and measures tested at office, 1468 
Number weights and measures sealed at office, 1274 
Number weights and measures adjusted at office, 65 
Number weights and measures condemned at office, 194 
Number peddlers registered, 112 
Number inspections in stores, 119 
Number reweighings, 2137 
Number inspections of hawkers' and peddlers' wagons, 54 
Number inspections of hawkers' and peddlers' licenses, 47 
Number inspections of milk dealers' wagons, 48 
Number inspections of ice dealers' wagons, 20 
Number inspections of coal certificates, :30 
Number inspections of junk dealers’ wagons, . 19 
Total amount of fees received, $219 33 
Fees paid to City Treasurer, $219 33 


There were three cases in District Court: 


False scales. Fine, $25 

False scales. Fine, $25. 

Insufficient weight. Fine, $25. 

These were found guilty. Fines were suspended. 


NN = 


co 


There were two appealed cases in the Superior Court: 
Insufficient weight. Pleaded nolo. Paid costs. 
2. Not making certificate as required by statute. Pleaded 
guilty. Fine, $10. 


B 


The following inventory will show property in charge 
of the Department: 


The Official Standard—Total Value, $551.95 


One large office balance, set nickel plated steel weights, 50, 25, 
20, 10, 5 Ib. Set nickel plated brass weights, 4, 2, 1 1b., 8, 4, 2, 1, 
%, 14, Ya, 1/16, 1/32 oz. Set troy weights, 5 oz. to 1/10 gr. Set 
carat weights, 50 carats to 1/100 carat. Set apothecaries weights, 
2 drams to 1/10 gr. Set metric weights, 50 grams to 10 mg., one 
kilogram. Set dry capacity metal measures, 16, 8, 4, 2 1 qt., pint 
and 1% pint. Set liquid capacity metal measures, 1 gal, Y gal, 
quart, pint, 12 pint, gill and 2 oz. graduate. Yard measure. Meter. 
Large show case for equipment. Two small cases. 
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Sealer's Working Equipment—Total Value, $585.13 


Analytical balance. 

Portable balance in carrying case, “modern.” 

Portable balance in carrying case, “old type.” 

Set brass weights in case, 4, 2, 1 lb., 8, 4, 2, 1, 15, 14, %, 1/16, oz. 

Set nickel plated weights in cases, 2 2-1b., 1 1b., 8, 4, 2, 1, Lë, 
14, Y, 1/16, 1/32. 

Set grain weights in case, 1000 grains to 1/500 gr. 

Set apothecaries weights in case, 2 drams to 1/10 gr. 

' Set nickel plated steel weights, 20, 10, 5 Ib. 

Set hanger weights, 1, 2, 4, 8, 16 Ib. 

Iron weights, 40 to 50 lb. 

Five gal. copper measure. 

Five gal. galvanized measure. 

One gal. nickel plated measure. 

Set copper liquid capacity measures, gal. % gal., qt., pt., gill. 

One gal. tin measure. 

Set dry capacity measures, 16, 8, 4, 2, 1 quart. 

One metal bushel basket. 

Pint dry capacity measure, aluminum. 

Lë pint dry capacity measure, aluminum. 

Dry measure graduate. 

Set liquid capacity graduates in case, 32, 16, 8, 2 oz. 

Grain hopper, 2 yard measures, sealer's anvil, heater for brand- 
ing irons, one branding iron, 9 steel dies, sealing clamp, weight 
Stake, 2 spring balances, 50 ft. steel tape. 

Striking rod, slicker plates, 2 funnels, drill press, 2 dry measure 
guages, 6 foot rule, potato shovel, appliance for ice scales, lead 
wire, wire seals, paper seals, tags, coal reweighing book, record 
book, receipt books, rubber stamps, roll top desk, chairs, steel case, 
office supplies, work bench and kit of tools. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOHN F. O'KANE, 
Sealer of Weights and Measures. 


REPORT 
OF THE | 


INSPECTOR OF SMOKE 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen : 


I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report of 
Smoke Inspector for the year ending December 31, 1916. 


There has been installed at the different plants of the city, 
fourteen boiler settings to eliminate the smoke nuisance. These 
settings not only make it possible to operate the plants within 


` the law, but a higher efficiency is obtained from the boilers. 


One plant has installed two new boilers of larger capacity. 
One plant which was the cause of a number of complaints is 
now using anthracite coal. Another plánt has changed to 
a mixture of anthracite and bituminous, which gives satis- 
factory results. A number of complaints have been received 
and investigated, and the trouble remedied. | 


Conditions are improving each year, as plant owners are 
realizing that it is not only a violation of the law to allow their 
plants to emit lárge quantities of smoke, but they do not receive 
full benefit from the heat units in the coal. 


Some of the nuisance has been caused by plants where 
the boilers were not large enough and must be forced over 
their capacity. If boilers are forced much over thirty per 
cent. of their rated capacity, the probability of smoke increases. 
These plants are replacing the small boilers with ones of large 
enough capacity to carry their load without forcing. 
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As a result of the coal situation some plants who use a 
mixture of bituminous and the small size of anthracite have 
at times had difficulty in complying with the law, as ít was 
impossible to purchase the small sizes of anthracite when 
needed. 


It is possible for railroad locomotives in this city to comply 
with the law as has been demonstrated in other cities. At one 
locomotive terminal in Pittsburgh they handle one hundred 
and seventy-five locomotives in twenty-four hours. 


Approximately thirty-five new fires are built daily and 
seventy-five per cent. are built out of doors. An average of 
one hundred locomotives per day have their fires cleaned and 
built at this point. These locomotives are taken care of within 
the requirements of the law. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Joun F. O'KANE, 


Inspector. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF PETROLEUM 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to submit herewith the annual report of 
the inspection of petroleum for the year ending December 


31, 1916. 


42 tank cars containing, (gals) 324,354 
Fees for making tests, | $227 o6 
Fees paid to City Treasurer, 227 06 


Fees due from Four Bros. for 1911, $ 22 13 


Equipment 


Tagliabues open fire tester, hydrometers, ther- 
mometer, jars and oil manual, $13.25. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Joun F. O'KANE, 
Inspector. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


PUBLIC WEIGHER, CITY SCALES 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


I have the honor to sübmit herewith the annual report of 
the weighing at the City Scales, for the year ending December 
30, 1916. 


Total number of loads weighed, 4.572 
Total number of loads weighed for public, 3,849 
Total number of loads of coal for City, 723 

, 4,572 
Weighing fees received, $457 20 
Paid to City Treasurer, $457 20 


The following inventory will show property in charge of 
the Department: 


One twenty-ton auto truck scale. Scale books, office 
supplies and tools. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES E. LoMBARD, 
Public Weigher. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


SUPERINTENDENT OF FIRE ALARM 
AND POLICE SIGNAL SYSTEMS 


Pittsfield, Mass., January 29, 1917. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and Members of the City Council: 
Gentlemen : 


I herewith submit my annual report for the year ending 
December 31, 1916. | 


The Fire Alarm and Police Signal Systems are in good 
condition. 


During the past year a new Central Station System equip- 
ment for the Fire Alarm System was installed. This new 
equipment is one of the most complete and up-to-date IO cir- 
cuit equipments in New England. 


To get ready for the change from the old 5 circuit to the 
new IO circuit system many other outside changes were neces- 
sary. To add the extra 5 circuits about 28,000 feet of wire 
was added to the underground, giving the Fire Alarm and 
Police Signal System about 30 miles of underground wire. 


The new system has eight outside circuits, one house cir- 
cuit to take care of two large indicators, whistle and house 
tappers. There is one spare circuit for future use. 
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This department now has the facilities to add as many 
boxes as the city may require. 


Seven miles of overhead construction were changed from 
the tops of poles to locations on poles to comply with the city 


wiring ordinance. 


Twenty General Electric lightning arresters were placed 
on poles leading to the underground to protect underground 
wire in the cables and the apparatus at the Central Station. 


One new fire alarm box to replace old type box No. 37 
was installed on an iron pedestal. 


The police signal system was improved by the change from 
carbon batteries to storage batteries, charged from the Central 


Station. 
Dun 
I would recommend that the horse and wagon used by 


this department be sold and a motor truck purchased to re- 
place them. 


That 2,500 feet of lead covered cable be secured to take 
the place of single conductor wire now in use on North Street 
from Columbus Avenue to Maplewood Avenue, also that all 
wooden posts supporting fire alarm boxes be replaced by iron 
pedestals. 


Respectfully submitted, 


BARTLEY CUMMINGS, 
Supt. of Fire Alarm and Police Signal System. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 


Pittsfield, Mass., January Io, 1917. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


In compliance with the ordinances of the city the License 
Commission of the City of Pittsfield, Massachusetts, submits 
the following report of the Licenses of the different classes 
granted by them during the calendar year 1916. 


Prices 
First Class, Fourth Class and Innholder, $1,800 oo 
First Class, | 1,300 OO 
Fourth Class, 1,200 OO 
Fifth Class, Brewery, l 1,600 oo 
Fifth Class, Bottling, 1,300 OO 
Ice Cream, Confectionery, Soda Water and Fruit, 5 00 
Club Licenses, 300 oo 
Sixth Class, Druggists, - I OO 
Fees for Recording Licenses, I OO 
Common Victuallers Only, 5 00 


Licenses Granted During the Year Were as Follows: 


First Class, F ourth Class, Innholders 


FEES 
First Class ...... $1,500.00 
Fourth Class .... 300.00 


Recording ....... 1.00 


200 
No. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
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No. 
15. 
I6. 


LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
Kenney Hotel, 2 and 4 Union Street 
Norwood Hotel, 45 Summer Street 
Wendell Hotel, Cor. South and West Streets 
American House, 211 North Street 
First Class, Common Victuallers 
FEES 
First Class ...... $1,300.00 ` 
Recording ....... 1.00 
Thomas H. Lew, 289 North Street 
Dennis J. Lyons, 44 West Street 
Cone Bros., 52 West Street 
Daniel Keegan, 36 West Street 
John C. Cullen, 235 North Street 
Edward W. Quinn, 184 West Street 
William H. Mara, 159 North Street 
Heidel & Glander, 34 Depot Street 
Edward F. Thomas, 20 Depot Street 
William H. Murphy, 23 Morton Place 
John F. Carey, 196 West Street 
Scully Bros., 232 North Street 
Gilman & Semmler, 147 North Street 


John R. Stetson and John R. Stetson, Jr., 
202 West Street 


Robert Kelly, 185 Wahconah Street 
Lawlor € Carroll, 301 North Street 
Andrew C. McEwen and Thomas R. Burke, 


129 Wahconah Street 


Fourth Class 


FEES 
Fourth Class ....$1,200.00 
Recording ....... 1.00 
California Wine Company, 3 Melville Street 


Thomas H. Lew, 314 North Street 


No. 
44. 


103. 
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William H. Mara, 157 North Street 
The High Grade Liquor Co., 37 Bradford Street 
Rosenhein & Braun, 178 West Street 
James W. Sheehan, - 198 West Street 
Isaac Gans, 634 North Street 


Fifth Class, Brewery 


FEES 
Fifth Class ..... $1,600.00 
Recording ....... 1.00 
Berkshire Brewing Ass'n, 352 Columbus Avenue 


Fifth Class, Bottling 


FEES 
Fifth Class ..... $1,300.00 
Recording ....... 1.00 
Rice Brothers, West Street 
Joseph M. Fitzgerald, 14 Liberty Street 


Special Club 


FEES 
Special Club .... $300.00 
Recording ....... 1.00 
Park Club, Berkshire Life Building 
Aerie of Eagles, No. 358, 146 First Street 
Pittsheld Lodge, No. 272, B. P. O. E, 37 Union Street 
Turn Verein Germania, 113 Seymour Street 


Sixth Class, Druggist 


FEES 
Sixth Class ..... $1.00 
Recording ....... 1.00 
Dwight H. Merrill, : 820 Tyler Street 


James F. Moriarity, Cor. North & Burbank Streets 


LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 


C. P. Carney, 
Thomas F. Flynn, 
Philip A. Lowe, 


Ernest O. Engstrom, : 


William R. Hagyard, 
Thomas H. Farrell, 
Clarence H. Waite, 
Howard L. Brown, 


North and Depot Streets 


317 North Street : 
122 North Street 
251 North Street 
10 South Street - 
436 North Street 
15 North Street 
130 West Street 


Wesley C. Foster, Reg. Mgr. for Anna C. Bence, 


Edward C. Rickard, 


Randolph Mathewson, 
. William A. Burton, 


Innholders 


25-27 North Street 
123 Elm Street 

592 North Street 
25-27 North Street 


A. W. Plumb, Maplewood, North St. & Maplewood Ave. 


Westerly Hotel, 


West Street 


Common Victuallers Only 


John P. O'Laughlin, 


The Kenney € Woodward Co., 


B. L. Towne, 

H. L. King, 
John S. Whistler, 
Mae C. LaSalle, 
Gaw Taw, 


Nicholas Carrellas & Co., 


James LaBrizzi, 
Michael W. Grady, 
Arthur H. Morrison, 
Tom Lee, 

Samuel Silver, 

H. F. Nichols, 
Samuel] E. Robinson, 
Mrs. Libbie Gilbert, 


a 


North Street ( Bridge) 


226 North Street 


Bradford Bldg., North Street 


70 Columbus Avenue 
Summer Street 

22 Dunham Street 
106 West Street 

124 West Street 
West Street 

166 West Street 

24 Eagle Street 

38 Summer Street 
188 Linden Street 
270 Wahconah Street 
697 North Street 
236 Tyler Street 
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General Electric Co., 
J. H. Brown, 

J. R. Hardtct, 

Mrs. Robert Simpson, 
G. H. Boynton, ` 
Peter Kearney, 


Raymond W. McNine, 


Ernest Hicks, 

Emma L. Harrington, 
B. & A. R. R. Co., 
Louis Ferris, — 
Frank M. Cardell, 
Crane & Quinn, 


. John G. Costes, 
. James Francis Sullivan, 


Kellogg Street 

73 Woodlawn Avenue 
87 Woodlawn Avenue 
98 Woodlawn Avenue 
Burbank Park 

414 Pecks Road 
Pontoosuc Station 

78 West Street 

7 Melville Street 

B. £ A. Station 

587 North Street 

126 West Street 

137 North Street 

307 North Street 

237 North Street 


Ice Cream, Confectionery, Soda Water, Fruit 


Martin L. March, 


74 West Street 


James Secaras, Treas., Greek-American Fruit Co., 


Harry M. Meyer, 


Frank P. Allen, Witch City Candy Shop, 


Clara Whalen, 
Sam Joseph, 


Chas. Abraham and S. H. Haddad, 


Louis Habib, 
Peter Hergelis, 


262 North Street 
261 North Street 


442 North Street 
483 Pecks Road 
189 Wahconah Street 
575 North Street 
498 Tyler Street 
134 North Street 


Edward Betros and Louis Betros, 
Eagle and First Streets 
174 North Street 
Lake Ave. and Peck's Road 
127 Wahconah Street 
Louis Gardella, 161 Seymour Street 
Edward B. Karam, Fourth and Curtis Streets 
Patrick H. Flynn and Michael J. Flynn, 64 Third Street 


S. M. Simon, 
Mrs. Margaret Owen, 
Attalla Farris, 


204 LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
NO. 


94. Nathan S. Eldridge and Milton E. MacDonald, 


70 Bay State Road 
96. S. E. Dewey, 84 Dalton Avenue 
97. Joseph Straffolino, 703 Tyler Street 
98. Arthur J. Lamy, 2 Dalton Avenue 
99. Isedore Herman, 85 Wahconah Street 

Ioo. Mrs. William Peltier, . 111 Lincoln Street 
101. Mrs. J. M. O'Brien, 236 Tyler Street 
102. Susan E. Harvey, 193 Linden Street 
105. Ursini Galimbert, 337 East Street 
106. John G. Costes, 307 North Street 

RECAPITULATION 
` Re- 
: Licenses. cording. 

4 First Class, Fourth Class, Innholder, $1,800.00 $7,200.00 $8.00 
17 First Class, Common Victuallers, 1,200.00 22,100.00 17.00 

7 Fourth Class, 1,200 8,400.00 1.00 

1 Fifth Class, Brewery, 1,600 1,600.00 1.00 

2 Fifth Class, Bottling, 1,300.00 2,600.00 2.00 
31 Total Number Issued. 

4 Special Club, 300.00, 1,200.00 4.00 
14 Sixth Class, Druggists, 1.00 14.00 15.00 
29 Common Victuallers Only, 5.00 145.00 
25 Ice Cream, Confectionery, 

Soda Water, etc., 5.00 125.00 
$43,384.00 $54.00 

Received for Licenses, $43,384 00 

Received for Recording, 54 00 

Total Receipts, $43,438 00 


Louis A. MERCHANT, Chairman, 
JEREMIAH M. LINNEHAN, 
Harry C. HUTCHINSON, 


Board of License Commissioners. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


ASSESSORS OF TAXES 


` 


Pittsfield, Mass., January 20, 1917. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen: 


The Assessors herewith respectfully submit their annual 
report for the year 1916. 


ORGANIZATION 


The organization of the Board was as follows: 


Chairman, JOSEPH H. MORAN. 
Secretary, JAMES T. GOGGINS. 


Assistant Assessors 


Ward 1, EDWARD L. WELLER, 
FRED D. BUTLER. 

Ward 2, IRVING J. BARNFATHER, 
PHILIP B. HUMPHREY. 

Ward 3, HENRY C. ROY. 

Ward 4, ROBERT H. BARRETT. 

Ward 5, JOSEPH F. GARDENER, 

Ward 6, FRANK LA BEAU. 

Ward 7, W. K. RICE. 


Edward L. Weller and Irving J. Barnfather resigned and Fred 
D. Butler and Philip B. Humphrey were appointed to succeed them. 
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Warrants Received 


A city warrant was received March 23, 1916, 
directing a tax levy of $940,880 38 

A county warrant was received June 6, 1916, 
directing a tax levy of 65,216 38 

A state warrant was received July 1, 1916, 
directing a tax levy for state tax of 69,280 oo 

A state warrant was received July 1, 1916, 
directing a tax levy for state highway of 3,500 00 

A state warrant was received July 1, 1916, 
directing a tax levy for state auditing of 1,021 82 
$1,079,898 58 

Appropriations 


The City Council passed an order, February 28, 
1916, appropriating for payment of city debt 


and interest, $257,092 38 
And for payment of municipal expenses, 683,788 00 
Total, | $940,880 38 


Pursuant to provision of law, the Assessors 
deducted from the appropriations for muni- 
cipal expenses and debt and interest the sum 
of the estimated revenue of the city for the 


current year, the sum being 135.239 I3 
Balance was raised by taxation, 805,641 25 
| $940,880 38 
Tax Levy 

Balance of appropriations, | $805,641 25 
County Tax, 65,216 38 
State Tax, 72,780 00 
Overlay, | 6,773 66 
State Auditing, 1,021 82 


Total, $951,433 1I 
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Rate 


The rate of taxation as fixed by the Assessors, August 12, 
1916, was $22.60 on $1,000 of the valuation. 


Rate Divided 


The rate for raising the appropriation for muni- 


cipal expenses and overlay, | $13.5653 
For payment of debt and interest, 6.1778 

For raising that portion of the state tax to be l 
assessed on property of the city, 1.5336 

For raising that portion of the county tax to be 
assessed on property of the city. 1.3233 
$22.6000 
Taxes Extended 

Tax on real estate, | $762,568 41 
Tax on personal estate, 106,424 70 
Poll taxes, 22,440 OO 
$951,433 II 


Taxes Committed to Collector 


A list of taxes, including non-resident bank taxes, street 
watering taxes and sewer apportionments due in 1916, was 
committed to Clifford H. Dickson, Collector, with our war- 
rant, September 9, 1916. 


This list was made as follows: 


State Tax, $ 73,801 82 
County Tax, 65,216 38 
City Tax, 805,641 25 
Non-resident Bank Tax, 12,601 20 
Overlay, 6,773 66 
Sewer Apportionment and Interest, 1,100 59 


Street Watering Tax, . 15,251 OI 


Total, $980,445 91 
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Supplementary Assessment 

An additional ass 
omitted at the annual 
20, 1916, as follows: 


essment of property and polls which was 
assessment of taxes was made December 


r 39 Polls, $ 278 oo 
R eal Estate, 128 82 
Personal Estate, 639 80 
Sewer Apportionment and Interest, 6 11 
Total, $1,052 73 
Valuation 
Real Estate, $33,741,965 00 
Personal Estate, 7,363,925 oo 
Total, $41,105,890 00 
Abatements deducted, 106,329 00 
Net Valuation, $40,999,561 00 
Extracts from the Table of Aggregates 
Number of Persons assessed for poll tax only, 8,313 
Number of Persons assessed on property, 6,804 
Number of residents assessed on property, 6,285 - 
Number of non-residents assessed on property, 519 
Number of polls assessed, 11,220 
Number of horses assessed, 1,447 
Number of cows assessed, 871 
Number of sheep assessed, 72 


Number of neat cattle (other than cows), 169 
Number of fowls, 


7,270 
Number of swine assessed, 350 
Number of dwellings, ` 6,164 


James T. GocarNs, 
i FreD H. Purches, 
JosEpu H. Moran, 

Assessors. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


INSPECTOR OF ANIMALS 


Pittsfield, Mass., January 23, 1917. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
Gentlemen : 


I respectfully submit herewith my report as Animal In- 
spector for the year ending December 31, 1916. 


Number of horses examined coming into the state, 62 
Number of cows examined coming into city outside of state, 2 
Number of bulls examined coming into city outside of state, 2 
Number of cattle examined, 896 
Number of sheep examined, | 49 
Number of swine examined, 687 
Number of goats examined, 6 
Number of cattle quarantined, | 13 


Respectfully submitted, 


MicHaEL J. Cows, 
Animal Inspector. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 


Gentlemen : 


REPORT 
OF THE 


TAX COLLECTOR 


Pittsfield, Mass., January 31, 1917. 


I submit herewith the twenty-sixth annual report of the 
office of the Tax Collector for the year ending December 31, 


1916. 


Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1916, 
Interest, 


Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1916, 


Outstanding 

Jan. 1, 1916, 
Interest, 
Costs, 


Tax of 1912 
Collected, 
$859 68  Abated, 
156 75 
$1,016 43 


Street Sprinkling, 1912 


$3 45 Collected, 


Tax of 1913 


Collected, 
$9,443 39  Abated, 
1,065 85 Outstanding 
86 20 Jan. 1, 1917, 


$10,545 44 


$ 854 
161 


$1,016 


$3 


$ 7,957 
604 


1,984 


$10,545 


(E 
70 
9 


43 


45 
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Street Sprinkling, 1913 


Outstanding | Collected, $105 
Jan. 1, 1916, $145 07 Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1917, 39 
$145 
Apportioned Sewer, 1913 
Outstanding Collected, $35 
Jan. 1, 1916, $51 11 Outstanding, 
Jan. 1, 1917, 15 
$51 
Tax of 1914 
Outstanding Collected, $67,210 
Jan. 1, 1916, $78,278 04 Abated, 4,041 
Interest, 6,025 97 Outstanding 
Costs, 58 34 Jan. 1, 1917, 13,110 
$84,362 35 $84,362 
0 
Street Sprinkling, 1914 
Outstanding Collected, $1,013 
Jan. 1, 1916, $1,213 40 — Abated, 15 
Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1917, 183 
$1,213 
Apportioned Sewer, 1914 
Outstanding Jan. 1, 1916: Collected, $107 
Assessment, $107 38 Outstanding Jan. 1, 1917: 
Committed interest, 23 41 Assessment, 17 
Committed interest, 5 
$130 79 $130 


50 


57 


07 


14 


97 


11 


80 
65 


40 


35 


72 
96 


72 


40 


12 


TT 
90 


79 
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Tax of 1915 

Outstanding Collected, $112,414 91 
Jan. 1, 1916, $198,423 56 Abated, 4,018 75 

Interest, 4,832 59 Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1917, 86,822 49 
$203,256 15 $203,256 15 

Street Sprinkling, 1915 
Outstanding Collected, $1,595 10 
Jan. 1, 1916, $3,115 97  Abated, 109 70 

Outstanding \ 
Jan. 1, 1917, 1,411 17 
$3,115 97 
Apportioned Sewer, 1915 
Outstanding Jan. 1, 1916: Collected, $115 78 
Assessment, $309 26 Outstanding Jan. 1, 1917: 
Committed interest, 70 38 Assessment, 217 33 
Committed interest, 46 53 
$379 64 $379 64 
Tax of 1916 

Warrant, $964,034 31 Collected, $759,128 47 
December warrant, 1,046 62 Abated, 2,377 06 

Interest, 142 26 Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1917, 203,717 66 
$965,223 19 $965,223 19 

Street Sprinkling, 1916 
Warrant, $15,251 01 Collected, $11,889 22 
Abated, 97 86 

Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1917, 3,263 93 


$15,251 01 
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Apportioned Sewer, 1916 


214 

Warrant: 
Assessment, $940 
Committed interest, 220 


December warrant: 


32 
27 


Collected, $614 
Abated: 
Assessment, j 2 
Committed interest, 


Assessment, 5 22 Outstanding Jan. 1, 1917: 
Committed interest, 89 Assessment, 447 
I Committed interest, 101 
$1,166 70 $1,166 
Excise Tax, 1916 
Warrant, $5,347 31 Collected, $5,347 
Scheduled Water. 
Outstanding Collected, $72,257 
Jan. 1, 1916, $3,344 79 Discount, 16,186 
Added to prior warrants, 378 93  Abated, 2,889 
May commitment, 43,961 17 Outstanding 
Added to May warrant, 2,492 56 Jan. 1, 1917, 2,230 
Nov. commitment, 42,396 54 
Added to Nov. warrant, 991 03 
$93,565 02 $93,565 
Metered Water 
Outstanding Collected, $64,084 
Jan. 1, 1916, $375 59 Discount, 15,808 
January warrant, 20,941 39  Abated, 1,429 
April warrant, 18,096 98 Outstanding 
Added to April warrant, 19 49 Jan. 1, 1917, 227 
July warrant, 21,685 44 l 
Added to July warrant, 9 40 
October warrant, 20,376 88 
Added to Oct. warrant, 45 30 
` $81,550 47 $81,550 


16 


70 
68 


97 
19 


70 


31 


70 
62 
98 


72 


02 


65 
02 
91 


89 


47 


Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1916, 
Warrant, 


Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1916, 
Interest, 


Warrant, 


Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1916, 
Warrant, 


Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1916, 

Warrant, 

Interest, 
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Water Extension Guarantee 


$3,612 44 
1,519 83 


$5,132 27 


Collected, 

Abated, 

Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1917, 


Fenn Street Pavement 


$68 74 
2 06 


$70 80 


Collected, 


Hayes Place Drain 


$215 00 Collected, 
Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1917, 
Highways 
Collected, 
$672 50 Abated, 
808 60 Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1917, 
$1,481 10 


Sidewalk Assessments 


$1,513 58 
6,610 88 
76 23 


$8,200 69 


Collected, 

Abated, 

Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1917, 


215 


$1,454 14 
310 93 


3,367 20 


$5,132 27 


$70 80 


$70 80 


$65 00 
150 00 


$215 00 


$934 67 
77 03 


469 40 


$1,481 10 


$6,973 42 
439 76 


787 51 


$8,200 69 


216 


Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1916, 

Warrant, 

Interest, 
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Sewer Assessments 


Collected, 
$6,284 75 Apportioned, 
9,706 82 Abated, 
567 34 Outstanding 
Jan. 1, 1917, 


$16,558 .91 


Apportioned Sewer, Paid in Full 


Warrant, 


Warrants, 


Warrants, 


Number issued one, 


$210 60 Collected, 


Water Connections 


$3,927 62 Collected, 


Sewer Connections 


$2,987 06 Collected, 


Tax Certificate 
$1 00  Callected, 


$10,415 
2,845 


445 : 
2,852 € 


$16,558 


$210 


$3,927 


$2,987 


60 


62 


06 


00 


` 
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Under date of November 15, 1916, I recommended to the 
City Council a change in the ordinances governing the col- 
lection of water rates so far as the question of discounts is 
concerned. In that letter, I stated it was my conviction that 
a penalty (which, in effect, is what the discount amounts to), 
of approximately one-half the sum now collected would bring 
in the payments nearly, if not quite, as well as at present, and 
“would be much fairer to those who from one reason or another 
are unable to pay the rates during the short period allowed. 
I would again recommend such changes in the ordinances as 
shall correct, what I believe to be an injustice to many citizens 
of Pittsfield. 


I would further recommend that the system of charging 
water rates to tenants be abandoned and that all rates be 
charged directly to owners. Rates are now charged to owners 
in nearly all of the cities in the Commonwealth and the uni- 
versal testimony is to the effect that this method is much more 
satisfactory than the system of double charges, such as is used 
in this city. | 


I would also recommend that the matter of water exten- 
sion guarantees be made the subject of careful investigation 
early this year before more extensions are built. Under the 
present bonds, or agreements, the obligation is a personal one, 
does not follow the title to property, and is altogether unsatis- 
factory. If water extensions are to be constructed under a 
guarantee bond or agreement, the conditions of the bond 
should be made much more stringent than at present. In a 
number of instances bonds have been circulated more or less 
in the interest of land promoters who have disregarded their 
obligations as soon as the object of the bond has been attained. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CLIFFORD H. DicKson, 
Collector of Taxes. 


REPORT 
OF THE 


CITY CLERK 


Pittsfield, Mass., January 15, 1917. 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 8, Chapter 

17, of the Revised Ordinances, 1 have the honor to herewith 

report the transactions of this office for the year ending 


December 31, 1916. 


Fees for Recording 


Intentions of marriage, 390, 
Registering of marriages, 9, 
Mortgages, 87 

Assignment of mortgages, 8, 
Discharge of mortgages, 44, 
Discharge of attachment, 1, 
Assignment of wages, 27, 

Bills of sale, 3, 

Attachments, 4, 

Notices of foreclosure, 3, 
Married women's certificates, 3, 
Copies of record, 250, 

Certificate of business names, 23, 
Contracts, 1, 

Conditional sales, 19, 

Certificate of storage of explosives, 1, 
Leases, 4, 

` Partial release of mortgage, 1, 
Agreements, 1, 

Release conditional sale, 1, 
Assignment benefit of creditors, 1, 
Assignment of claim, 1, 
Appointment of Rabbi, 1, 


94 


15 


00 
00 
50 
00 
75 
25 
85 
25 
00 
95 
95 
75 
35 
25 
45 
50 
95 
25 
50 
25 
00 
25 
50 


$618 50 
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Licenses 


Pool, bowling and billiard, 27, 
Auctioneer, 7, 

Express, 3, 

Truck, 45, 

Amusement and theatre, 9, 
Hackney carriage, 14, 
Pawnbroker, 1, 

Intelligence offices, 3, 
Shooting galleries, 2, 
Firearms, 7, 

Pop corn, 5, 

Junk, 47, 

Application junk, 1, 

Extra junk, 2, 

Ice cream, 3, 

Taxicab, 2, 

Celebration license, balloon, 14, 
Wrestling, 1, 

Removal of dead animals, 1 
Detective, 2, 

Circus, 2, 

Collector of waste material, 1, 
Skating rink, 1, 

Fruit and vegetables, 44, 
Motor boats, 1, 


Dog Licenses 


Males, 1,122 
Females, 136 


Total, 1,258 


$2,244 
680 


Resident Hunters’ Licenses 


January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 
June, 
July, 


00 
00 
50 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
50 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


00 
00 


$2,879 50 


$2,924 00 
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August, | 29 
September, 131 
October, 529 
November, j 168 
December, 3 


Unnaturalized Hunters’ Licenses at $15 


January, 1 
February, I 1 
September, 1 
-October, 1 
4 
Non-Resident Licenses at $10 
October, 4 
Non-Resident Licenses at $1 
September, 1 
October, 1 
2 
Total, 
The Disbursements were as follows: 
Paid City Treasurer, fee, ordinary, $3,498 00 
Paid City Treasurer, fee, dogs, ^ 251 60 
Paid County Treasurer, dogs, 2,678 40 
Paid State Treasurer, hunters” licenses, 1,268 00 
Total, 


$1,166 00 


$60 00 


.$40 00 


$ 2 00 


$1,268 00. 


$7,696 00 


State Aid Payrolls have been approved as follows: 


January, $334 00 
February, 340 00 
March, 338 00 
April, 325 00 


May, 345 00 
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June, : 332 00 
July, 332 00 
August, 332 00 
September, 329 00 
October, 325 00 
November, 327 00 
December, 333 00 
$3,992 00 


Soldiers” relief payrolls have been approved for the sum of $4,448 50 


Ordinances 
The following ordinances have been adopted: 


No. 3. Re Wiring of Buildings. 


No. 4. Relating to Plumbing and Drainage of Buildings in the 
City of Pittsfield. 


No. 5. Re Reserve Police Force. 

No. 6. Requiring License for Fruit and Vegetable Peddlers. 
No. 7. Re Salary of City Auditor. 

No. 8. Changing Date of Tax Bills. 

No. 9. Raising Minimum Wages of City Laborers. 


No. 10. Requiring License for Peddlers of Fish. 

No. 11. Amending Building Ordinance. 

No. 12. Raising Pay of Fire Department. 

No. 13. Raising Salary of Superintendent of Fire Alarms and 
Police Signal System. 

No. 14, Raising Pay of Police Department. 

No. 15. Increasing Salary of Public Weigher at City Scales. 

No. 16. Amending Clause “i” of Section 40 of Chapter 12 of 
the Revised Ordinances. 


No. 17. Amending Sections 28 and 31 of Chapter XII of the ` 


Revised Ordinances entitled Construction of Buildings and Fire 
Limits. 


Vital Statistics 


The annual canvass for births is not completed at the date of 
this report. It is being taken by Andrew Phair, Charles D. Barron, 
James E. Martin, William J. Gorman, George E. O'Hearn, Norma 
Coster and Paul P. Trzepacz. 
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Births in 1915 


Births in Pittsfield, parents residing here, 1,007 
Births in Pittsfield, parents residing elsewhere, 81 
Births elsewhere, parents residing here, 7 
Still births, 39 
| Total births recorded, 1,134 
Males, live births, | | 563 
Females, live births, | 532 
Total, live births, 1,095 


Marriages in 1916 


Number of certificates of intention issued, 390 
Marriages registered, residents of Pittsfield, | 

marriéd out of the State, 60 
Marriages solemnized in Pittsfield, 326 
Marriages solemnized elsewhere in State, 59 

Total marriages recorded for year, 835 


Deaths in 1916 


Number of deaths recorded, including still born, 607 
Deaths in Pittsfield, burial in Pittsfield, 418 
Deaths in Pittsfield, burial elsewhere, 167 


Pittsfield Residents: 
Deaths elsewhere in State, 


Burials in Pittsfield, 14 
Deaths elsewhere in State, 
Burials elsewhere in State, 8 
Total deaths in Pittsfield, | 607 
Number of deaths, male, including still born, 293 
Number of deaths, female, including still born, 259 
Total deaths occurring in Pittsfield, 552 
Deaths of Pittsfield residents elsewhere in State, 22 
Still births, 33 
Total deaths recorded in Pittsfield, 607 
Population of Pittsfield, 1916, 39,607 


Death rate of Pittsfield, 1916, 15.32 per thousand 
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REPORT OF GEORGE H. TUCKER, TREASURER, 
BERKSHIRE ATHENAEUM AND MUSEUM. 


JUNE 20th, 1916 


RECEIPTS 


Balance on hand last report, 

Received from: 
City of Pittsfield, Balance Appropriation, 1915, 
Dividend on 50 shares Agricultural National Bank, 
Dividend on 30 shares Pittsfield National Bank, 
Interest on $6,000, Delaware € Hudson Co., 
Interest on $6,000, N. Y. Gas, Elec. Lgt., Ht. € Pr. Co., 
H. H. Ballard, Librarian, for advertising, fines, etc., 
Rebate Bank Tax, 1915, 


Zenas Crane, account Museum: 
For Heat, Light, Salaries, etc., 
For Insurance, 
For Watchmen, Attendants, Supplies, etc., 


EXPENDITURES 

Repairs Athenaeum, 

Printing, 

Salaries, 

Fuel and Lighting, 

Insurance, 

Binding, 

Books, 

Newspapers and Magazines, 

Miscellaneous, 

Account Museum, Paid by Zenas Crane: 
Heat, Light, Salaries, etc., 
Insurance, 

Watchmen, Attendants, Supplies, etc., 

Balance Cash on Hand, 


$4,316 44 


6,000 
1,000 
210 
270 
300 
849 
287 


3,046 
2,345 
2,881 


$21,506 


$406 
501 
8,324 
398 
366 
491 
1,387 
296 
784 


3,046 
2,345 
2,881 

276 


$21,506 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
61 
17 


02 
50 
78 


52 


14 
11 
62 
24 
85 
48 
50 
18 | 
05 


02 
50 
78 
45 


52 


The city appropriation is used entirely for the Athenaeum, the 


expenses of the Museum being defrayed by Mr. Crane. 


GEORGE H. TUCKER, Treasurer. 


SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 
Organization for 1916 


SCHOOL BOARD FOR 1916 


GEORGE W. FAULKNER, Mayor 
Chairman Ex-officio 


JOSEPH E. PEIRSON 


Chairman 
HAROLD S. BIRCHARD 

Secretary 

Address Term Expires 
Harold 8. Birchard, 49 Pine Street, 1918 
Walter P. Burns, 282 Wahconah Street, 1918 
James H. Callahan, 20 Seymour Street, 1919 
John R. Feeley, 46 Summer Street, 1917 
Abram Friss, 390 East Street, 1917 
Irving H. Gamwell, 22 Bay State Road, 1919 
James F. Grady, 252 Wahconah Street, 1918 
George E. Halford, 7 Burbank Street, 1918 
Joseph D. Howe, 53 Union Street, 1918 
Charles McKernon, 77 Wendell Avenue, 1917 
Wm. T. McMahon, Seymour Street, 1919 
Wm. J. Mercer, 140 First Street, 1917 
T. H. G. Peirce, Hampshire Street, 1919 


Joseph E. Peirson, ` ` 104 Appleton Avenue, 1917 


C. G. PERSONS 


Superintendent of Schools 


Office: City Hall Residence: 120 Appleton Avenue 


OFFICE HOURS 


School Days—From 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays—From 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 
Tuesday Evenings—From 7.30 to 8.30 


MRS. LUCY M. MYERS 
Clerk 


Office: City Hall ` Residence: 25 Worthington Street 


OFFICE HOURS 


School Days—From 8 a.m. to 12 a.m. and 1.30 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays—From 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 


COMMITTEES, 1916 


TEACHERS 
A E. Peirson H. S. Birchard Chas. McKernon 
= E. Halford Dr. W. J. Mercer | James F. Grady 
H , HIGH | 
- S. Birchard Dr. W. J. Mercer Dr. J. D. Howe 
GRAMMAR 


Chas. McKernon I. H. Gamwell James F. Grady 


INTERMEDIATE 


G. E. Halford Dr. W. P. Burns Abram Friss 
PRIMARY | 
D 
y tc US. Mercer John R. Feeley T. H. G. Peirce 
jas E RURAL 
3 E. Grady Abram Friss Chas. McKernon 
H S : BOOKS AND SUPPLIES | 
` Ə. Birchard J. F. Grady T. H. G. Peirce 
J. H MUSIC 
: Callahan I. H. Gamwell Dr. W. T. McMahon 
MEDICAL 


Dr. 
Fa J. Mercer Dr. W. P. Burns Dr. W. T. McMahon 


G E EVENING SCHOOL 
"E: Halford J. R. Feeley J. H. Callahan 
A BUILDINGS 
bram Friss J. H. Callahan T. H. G. Peirce 
FINANCE 


A 
bram Friss G. E. Halford T. H. G. Peirce 


REPORT 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


To His Honor, the Mayor, and the Honorable City Council: ' 


The year of 1916 will be remembered by the serious in- 
terruption caused through the general epidemic of acute 
poliomyelitis. Acting upom the recommendations of the 
Board of Health the public schools were closed, except for a 
brief, period, until November 13th. Immediately following 
the opening of the schools the necessity of a strict enforce- 
ment of the vaccination law was brought to our attention by 
the Board of Health. The examination and enforcement of 
this law delayed the complete organization of the schools until 
December. One week of this loss of time was made up by 
. shortening the Christmas recess to one week. 


At the beginning of the year the School Committee was 
organized with but two changes in the personnel, Mr. John R. 
Feeley and Dr. Walter P. Burns being succeeded by Mr. Nel- 
son A. Foote and Mr. Harold R. Goewey. Mr. Feeley through 
ill health was obliged to terminate a long term of service 
marked by a deep personal interest in the welfare of the 
department. Dr. Burns had removed from the city before the 
expiration of his term. 


Several new or extended activities have been proposed 
and discussed. These may be classified in general as health 
measures, and vocation courses. Special attention has been 
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given the fire hazards in the school buildings and to general 


repairs. Some steps have been taken to reduce the fire risks 
in several buildings. 


All matters pertaining to either educa- 
tional advancement or to improving the physical facilities 
require further appropriations from the city government. At' 


this time it has been impossible to secure additional funds. 


Consequently all extensions and improvements have been 
postponed. It is probable that physical training, continuation 
schools and more stringent building laws will come through 
legislative enactments. 


Such measures would be in accord 
with the proposals placed before this committee. 


GEORGE E. HALFORD, 
For the Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 


To the Members of the School Committee of the City of 
Pittsfield: 


I hereby submit my seventh annual report, which is the 
forty-fifth in the series. 


The report for the year could be summed up by saying 
that it has been an off year. The sickness among both the 
teachers and pupils which developed to serious proportions 
early in the year disrupted the last half of the school year 
1915-16. During the later summer weeks several unexpected 
resignations from teachers presented another obstacle. The 
experience in the fall when the opening of the schools was de- 
layed, and which after a few days of school session was post- 
poned again until November thirteenth, constituted a real 
disaster. This delay was followed immediately by the con- 
fusion caused by the rigid enforcement of the vaccination 
law of this state. Consequently it was well into December 
before the schools were in smooth running order. It was at 
once recognized that the pupils in the grades must lose a half 
year not alone because of the shortened term but because of 
the careful review necessitated by the long interruption. An 
extra afternoon session at the high school was adopted as a 
measure to enable these pupils to complete the work of the 
year. It has been possible to place enough extra pressure upon 
the eighth grade pupils to enable a large majority of them to 
complete the essential parts of this work. Mid-year class 
promotions will be omitted in the grades. The regular re- 
arrangement of classes are planned for the high school. The 
failure of a class to enter the high school at mid-year creates 
a temporary loss in this school. There will be a correspond- 
ingly increased entrance class in the fall estimated at 350. ` 
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The situation in respect to general accommodation for 
pupils is unchanged. While the numbers of pupils at the 
high school is temporarily diminished this is evidenced in the 
size of the recitation units and not in the number of classes 
and rooms needed. Before our high school can take its place 
as a school offering full opportunity for its pupils along pro- 
gressive lines the problem of larger and diversified accommo- 
dations must be faced and met. In the grades all buildings 
are fully occupied with one exception. Some of these build- 
ings, although using each room, can receive an appreciable 
number of pupils if evenly distributed throughout the grades. 
All buildings of eight rooms or less are obliged to transfer 
pupils to larger buildings. This applies particularly to the 
Russell,Pontoosuc and Stearns Schools. It is apparent that 
the first real pressure for school accommodations will come 
within the territory adjacent to the General Electric Company 
unless the private school under construction draws a sufficient 
number to relieve the situation. 


The general financial condition of the city is such that 
the outlook for educational expansion is not encouraging. We 
judge that public sentiment would favor the introduction of 
industrial and technical branches within conservative limits if 
sufficient revenue were in sight. Under present conditions it 
is difficult to maintain the various municipal departments upon 
an efficient basis. The most that this department can expect 
is a minimum maintenance appropriation. This year the 
appropriation fell somewhat below this minimum requirement. 
There are indications that two departments may be required 
by mandatory legislation. Physical training if not military 
instruction is prominently discussed. State aided continuation, 
schools have been elective for several years by any community. 
A strongly supported bill for compulsory continuation schools 
is now before the legislature. 


Compulsory expansion is not the most desirable manner 
to reach improvement, but under existing local financial condi- 
tions this method appears to be the only effective one for some 
years to come. 
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Municipal Year Expenditures for 1915 and 1916 


, and Proposed Budget for 1917 


1916 


$196,590.70 
5,987.00 
17,465.64 
14,842.43 
1,902.14 
2,067.37 
13,403.38 
6,922.20 


Teachers” Salaries, $194,967.55 

Office Salaries, 5,916.80 

Janitor Salaries and Supplies, 17,932.85 

Books and Supplies, 15,431.00 

Evening Schools, 2,177.52 

Medical Inspection, 1,265.40 

Fuel, 11,396.69 

General Expense, 6,938.56 

$256,026.37 

TOTAL BUDGET: Increase 
1913.......... $201,008.98 
1914.......... 266,412.60 $25,403.62 
ID 256,026.37 29,613.77 
Ios 259,180.86 3,154.49 
J E D uyay 277,120.00 17,939.14 

TEACHERS’ SALARIES: 
AA $148,124.66 
Ern zs 168,572.20 20,447.54 
1915752252» eae 194,967.55 25,395.35 
Dira ey 196,590.70 1,623.15 
POL 22 Q 210,700.00 14,109.30 

REMAINDER OF BUDGET: 
aie p Ee es $51,882.44 
1914.......... 57,840.40 4,957.96 
1915... cee x 61,058.82 3,218.42 
Las 62,590.16 1,531.34 
WOT cca. ces 66,420.00 3,830.84 


$259,180.86 $277,120.00 


1917 - 


$210,700.00 
6,420.00 
19,700.00 
14,000.00 
2,200.00 
2,500.00 
13,400.00 
8,220.00 


Percent Increase 


13.8 

15. 
1.3 
7.2 


11.6 
5.5 
2.5 
6.1 
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As a matter of record some explanation should be ma 
of the wide variations in percentages of increase in the bud 
as shown above. During the years 1915-1916 the school : 
tendance increased but slightly. Under normal conditions t 
budget should show only such increases as were due to sala 
advances. The abnormal conditions of the year 1916 accou 
for the marked falling off in the rate of increase. The u 
usual amount of illness in the schools during the winter ai 
spring, followed by the closing of the schools during Septer 
ber, October and part of November reduced the expenditur 
about $6,000 below the estimated amount. This balance ve 
nearly offset the scheduled salary increases. The small i 
crease in the Remainder of the Budget for 1916 was caused I 
the increase in the Cost of fuel. The revised salary schedu 
for 1917 increased the salaries for teachers $6,300. Increas: 
in the salaries of janitors, drivers of school teams, and tl 
COSt Of fue] fully account for other increases shown for 191 


The apPropriation for 1917 when passed shows some en 
2551ng reductions from the close estimates presented : 
City Council. The reduction of $700 in the appropriatic 
Teachers! Salaries is a small percentage of the whol 
The estimate was made so close that even the small reductic 
cannot be met unless there is a sufficient number of deductab 
absences to cover it. The most serious reduction has be 
made in the item for Books and Supplies. The request : 
Pb. Originally was in purchasing power, a considerable r 
duction Under an equal appropriation for 1916. The prices : 
all Materials are at the highest level we have known. TI 


barr 
the 


for 


nme 3PPropriation for this year would have called for stricte 
“cOnomy, The actual appropriation has been reduced $2,0 
bel 


OW the estimate presented. This amount cannot be met | 


SAY *COnomjies in purchases or in the use of materials. It w 
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evidence itself in a depreciation of the equipment. A reduction 
may have been necessitated by the financial condition of the 
city. That such seemirtg economies must be obtained through 
an actual depreciation of equipment is a regrettable occurrence. 
The appropriation for books and supplies appears to be the 
natural point of attack. It is practically the one point in the 
budget which is not a fixed charge. Salaries must be paid; 
fuel must be supplied to heat the buildings; while certain 
small expenditures are required by law. The books and sup- ` 
plies can be furnished in generous or niggardly amounts with- 
out any distinction or results being apparent to the public. 
The amount of money available for these articles may be so 
small that there becomes no escape from a depreciation of 
the equipment. This again is not visible except to the teach- 
ing staff. Of the entire budget only five per cent. is required to 
furnish books and supplies and to keep them up to an efficient 
standard. This five per cent. furnishes the tools for the 
teachers. Their efficiency is dependent largely upon a sufh- 
cient quantity and upon the quality of their tools. A fair 
comparison may be made with a mechanic who is employed 
for a standard wage in a well arranged shop with an abundance 
of raw material, but who finds he must work with an insuffi- 
cient quantity of poor grade tools. No business concern could 
succeed under these conditions. True economy prevents waste 
and confines expenditures within the limits which produce 
efficiency. Such economy is desirable. Economy carried to a 
point which results in the lowering of the efficiency of the 
plant or in the depreciation of the equipment ceases to be 
economy. It is evident at times that in considering the total, 
the expenditure per pupil is disregarded. Fourteen thousand 
dollars for the entire school department amounts to five cents 
per week per pupil. This amount covers not only the books 
and materials used by the individual pupil but practically all 
materials from the mat at the door to the flag flying from the 
roof. From this point of view the expense appears very 
moderate. 
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COST OF PUBLIC DAY AND EVENING SCHOOLS 


For School Fiscal Year 1915-1916 


> ——Bay Schools—— 

Total High Elementar 

General Control: j | 
Superintendent, $3,000.00 
Attendance Officers, 1,926.60 
Office Expense, 2,819.13 


Instruction: 


P 2 
rincipals, 20,520.00 $2,500.00 — $18,020.00 


S ° 
upervisors, 6,992.50 420.00 6,572.50 


T 
1. 171,506.10 45,866.20 123,807.40 

tes. 6,681.90 — 2,164.78 4,396.23 
Supplies, 


9,065.23 3,240.50 5,661.98 


Operation of School Plant: 
Janitor Serv 


Evening 
Schools 


1,832.50 
120.89 
162.75 


24.00 


38.47 


$2,178.61 


3. 


Fuel ice, 11,436.24 — 3,236.43 — 8,176.81 
Miscell 13,304.02 ^ 1,518.28 11,785.74 
aneous, 3,859.57 1,456.25 2,364.85 
Auxiliary Agencies: 
Heal 
n 1,700.25 1,700.25 
Miscell, ` Zen, 4,850.00 4,850.00 
aneous, 2,026.53 91021 1,116.32 
$259,748.07 $61,311.65 $188,452.08 
DIVISION OF COST PER DAY PUPIL 
School Fiscal Year 1915-1916 
Genera] Expended Per Pupil Percentage 
a, 
Salarjeg, "iol | $7,805.73 $1.25 
ei Beie, Supervisors, 
Books o ners, 197,186.10 31.72 
Janitor, > Supplies, 15,463.49 2.48 
edica]' Fuel, Care, 28,537.36 . 4.59 
Genera] LnBbection, 1,700.25 .27 
Xpense, 6,876.53 1.11 


$257,569.46 $41.42 


Cost à 
n. Evening School, $2,178.61 is deducted 
&ross expenditures. 
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RETURNS FOR SCHOOL YEARS 1914-15 — 1915-16 
Public Schools—Number, Teachers, Attendance 


1914-15 
Number of public day schools (class rooms), 168 


Enrollment on All the Public Day Schools 


Total Enrollment, : 6897 
Number under five years of age, 167 
Number over fifteen years of age, f 864 
Number between seven and fourteen years of age, 4870 
Number between fourteen and sixteen years of age, 1176 
Membership and Attendance 
Average membership in the public day schools, 6488.34 
Average attendance in the public day schools, 6072.28 
Per cent. of attendance, 93.63 
Number completing grammar school course: 
(a) Boys, 172 
(b) Girls, 203 
Total, 375 
Teachers 
Number employed in January, | 244 
(a) Men, 20 
(b) Women, 224 
Number graduated from college, Total, 49 
(a) In elementary schools, Total, 8 
.(1) Men, 4 
(2) Women, 4 
(b) In high schools, Total, 41 
(1) Men, 13 
(22 Women, . | 28 
Evening Schools 
Number of Evening Schools, 19 
(a) Elementary, 13 
(b) High, 5 
(c) Drawing, 1 
(d) Other evening schools, 0 
(e) Number of pupils enrolled, Total, 789 
(1) Men, 513 
(2) Women, 276 
(f) Average attendance, 371.78 
(g) Number of sessions, 49 
(h) Number of teachers, 19 
(i) Total Expenditure for support of 
evening schools, $2,368.28 
(j) Expenditure per pupil based on 
average attendance, 6.37 


1915-16 
175 


7130 
206 
788 

3754 

1067 


6429.61 
5968.55 
93.84 


174 
199 
373 


289.98 
50 
17 


$2,178.61 


7.51 
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Comparative Table of Local Expenditures per Pupil 


School Year 
1905-1906 


1906-1907 
1907-1908 
1908-1909 
1909-1910 
1910-1911 
1911-1912 
1912-1913 
1913-1914 
1914-1915 
1915-1916 


Enrollment 


4567 
4714 
4948 
5282 
5513 
5847 


6054 


6740 
6996 
6897 
1130 


Membership Attendance Attendance 
4033 3761 93.3 
4191 3873 92.4 
4377 4097 93.6 
4702 4378 93.1 
4960 4597 92.7 
5197 4812 91.5 
5417 5046 93.15 
5630 5221 92.74 
6127 5701 93.04 
6488 6072 93.59 
6430 5985 93.09 


Total Increase in Enrollment in ten years, 
Total Increase in Membership in ten years, 
Total Increase in Average Membershilp in ten years, 
Percent Increase in Membership in ten years, 
Total Increase in Expenditures in ten years, 
Percent Increase in Expenditures in ten years, 


Total Ex- 
penditures 

$101,582 
103,245 
110,787 
119,360 
129,430 
142,964 
159,753 
178,152 
201,009 
226,412 
256,027 


Cast per 


Pupil 
$25.18 
24.63 
25.31 
25.38 
26.09 
27.50 
29.49 
$1.64 
32.81 
34.89 
39.81 


2563 
2397 
2360 
59% 


$154,446 


152% 


Cost of Public Day and Evening Schools, School Fiscal Year 


Yer . 
1911-12 
1912-13 
1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 


Membership 


5417 
5630 
6127 
6488 
7130 


Total Expense 


$164,741.46 


196,866.66 
218,547.51 
236,036.72 
259,748.07 


Evening School 

$2,076.97 
1,981.54 
2,379.06 
2,368.28 
2,178.61 


Expense por 
Day Pupil 


$162,664.49 


194,885.12 
216,168.45 
233,668.44 
257,569.46 


Cost pet 
Dey Papil 
$30.03 
34.61 
35.28 
36.02 
41.42 
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HIGH SCHOOL 


General conditions at the high school have not changed 
materially from those which have been so well advertised for 
Several years. In common with many high schools located in 
or near by industrial centers there has been a falling off in 
attendance due to many and lucrative opportunities for em- 
ployment. The inadequacy oí the physical plant for the 
development of the modern educational practice still continues. 
The enrichment of the curriculum in a modern building would 
have followed almost as a matter of course even with the in- 
creased cost of maintenance. Facilities for domestic and man- 
ual art courses would not have been permitted to lie idle. 
Certain moderate and generally accepted beginnings along these 
lines have been under consideration for some time. Any active 
propaganda in their behalf has been withheld because of the 
difficulties in the way. The only location for laboratories or 
shops is in the basement. There had been no thought of such 
usage of the basement in the design of the present building, 
consequently the provisions for lighting, heating, ventilating, ` 
for water supply, and drainage are entirely lacking. Had the 
proposition for increasing and improving the high school plant 
met with success at the time it was presented the expense of 
installation of any shops or laboratoriés could not have been 
justified in view of their temporary use. While it is accepted 
generally that there must be provided more adequate provi- 
sions for our high school there is nothing within our knowl- 
edge to suggest any immediate action toward this end. This 
condition warrants the recommendation that a small beginning 
in development be made this year. The one subject that be- 
cause of its direct utilitarian value which can stand alone with- 
out preliminary or subsequent work is cooking for girls. More- 
over the equipment can be installed and afterwards removed 
with the smallest loss. The time has passed when the value of 
this subject as a part of a school curriculum needs to be elabo- 
rated, and no exposition of its merits will be presented at this 
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time. The equipment could be installed for something less 
than fifteen hundred dollars. This would include the wooden 
flooring, the benches, cabinets, shelving, plumbing, gas heaters, 
and dishes. For maintenance there would be an annual cost 
from thirteen to fifteen hundred dollars depending upon the 
number of girls who would elect such a course. In many 
places we have noted a correlation of this department with the 
lunch counter. This practice serves both to give the work a 
broader and a more practical aspect. It also tends to reduce 
the cost of maintenance. We would recommend that the 
annual budget include items sufficient to install the equipment 
and to maintain the same. Such an equipment could be utilized 
in the evening school and would be patronized generously. 

If this beginning can be made then some work for the boys 
can be started. This will require a more extensive and ex- 
pensive equipment as no single subject can be presented to 
the boys with profit. To make such work worth while there 
should be a continuous program mapped out which in the end 


gives a boy a tangible training directly applicable to some 
vocation. 


PHYSICAL TRAINING 


The increasing interest in national preparedness has em- 
phasized anew the importance of physical training for our 
youth. Modern warfare demands that as a basis for military 
training there must be first a sound, trained body. Physical 
well being is no less essential to national or individual pros- 
perity in times of peace as in war, but it has taken the threat 
of war to awaken the nation to a realization of its neglect. In 
the consideration of physical training in our schools there has 
been at this crisis a strong tendency to go one step farther 
and to include military training for the boys of the high 
schools. In spite of the pressure in this direction every educa- 
tional body which has given this subject serious consideration 
has declared emphatically for physical training and against 
military training in our schools. Military training it is main- 
tained should follow high school if such training is required. 
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This brings us face to face with the fact that as a public 
school department we are neglecting this important side of 


education. There is in our local schools no organized physical 
instruction. The athletics are confined to a few boys and for 
the girls even this limited benefit is denied. It has not been 
through ignorance of the desirability of physical training but 
rather through the lack of funds that has held back our schools 
in this respect. This would appear to be a propitious time to 
bring forward again the desirability of obtaining a competent 
instructor who should give his entire time to the public 
schools. The public interest is centered at present upon the 
training of the high school boys. It is probable that there will 
be mandatory legislation upon this point. Unquestionably the 
work with these boys is the point of first attack at this time. 
When thoroughly organized there should be a continuous 
system of training from the first grade. Had such systems of 
physical training been into effect we should not be driven now 
to a consideration of emergency measures. 


We quote a paragraph from the Report of the Special 
Board on Physical Training appointed by the General Court 
of 1916; also such sections and parts of sections of House 
Bill No. 1663 as are most pertinent to the general situation. 
At the time of writing this bill is receiving serious consid- 
eration. 


“The resolve in which the General Court authorized the 
appointment of a board to report upon physical education in 
the public schools of the Commonwealth is one expression of 
a conviction which extends throughout the United States. 
The tests to which the young men of the Nation are now being 
subjected, and the conditions which the Nation is facing, prove 
the need of a finer system of physical training than any which 
has as yet been attained throughout the public schools. Many ` 
children leave our public schools today with stooping shoulders, 
narrow chests, bad habits of posture and carriage,—in short, 
without the evidences of healthful habits and physical vigor. 
When for any cause they are organized into groups, the gen- 
eral response does not sufficiently indicate alertness, efficiency, 
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promptness, decision and self-control. Those citizens who 
earnestly desire such development of our youths, as will in- 
sure in manhood the ability to share in the defense of our 
country urge a system of military drill. Others equally de- 
sirous of securing greater vigor and physical ability on the 
part of our youth as a foundation for later miltary service 
place the emphasis upon general physical development and 
mental training rather than upon specific drill related to pos- 
sible emergencies. Those who lay stress upon service rendered 
in times of peace still insist upon adequate physical preparation 
for such service. All who have contributed to the conferences, 
hearings and private discussions of correspondence which the 
Board has instituted, agree that the foundations of good citi- 
zenship are laid only when the youth of the country are physi- 
cally sound, well-disciplined, vigorous, alert and able to use 
their powers effectively in individual or concerted action." 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Section I. That on or before the first day of September, 
nineteen hundred and seventeen, the board of education shall 
appoint a director of physical education; 


Section 2. The duties of the director shall be as follows: 
He shall have general supervision and direction of physical 
education in the public schools of the commonwealth; he 
shall outline courses in physical education suited to the needs 
of boys and girls in the several grades of the public schools, 
including the high schools; he shall co-operate with the vari- 
ous communities of the commonwealth in extending knowl- 
edge of the principles of physical education, in providing ade- 
quate facilities for recreation and exercise through community 
gymnasiums, playgrounds, summer camps and similar means; 


Section 4. The term physical education wherever used in 
this bill shall be construed to include (a) all forms of physical 
exercise, the purpose of which is to develop sound bodies, 
healthful habits and the power of quick adjustment; (b) or- 
ganized play, games, indoor and outdoor sports, athletics, the 
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occupations and routine required in summer camps; (c) in- 
struction in personal hygiene; (d) instruction in home sani- 
tation, camp sanitation and community enterprises for the 
safeguarding of public health. 


Section 5. The courses of physical education outlined 
- by the director when approved by the board of education, 
shall be introduced and maintained under the supervision of 
the director in all the public schools of the commonwealth, 
rural and urban, including high schools, and of all grades, 
from and after the first day of September, nineteen hundred 
and seventeen; provided however, that the director may ap- 
prove, from year to year, courses in physical education now 
in operation in cities and towns which in his judgment are 
adequate, or for the time being, reasonable. 


Section 9. The time to be given to physical education in 
the elementary schools shall not be less than two hours, and 
in the high schools not less than three hours per week, and in 
the discretion of the local school board may be added to the 

present school day. 


Section 12. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 


CONTINUATION SCHOOLS . 


The state law which raised the age of compulsory school 
attendance to sixteen years of age unless employed, followed 
later by restrictive legislation in respect to the employment of 
children between fourteen and sixteen years of age in respect ` 
to the hours and nature of employment brought forward con- 
cretely some problems which had been more or less academic. 
The increased age of compulsory attendance carried over into 
the high school pupils, particularly among the boys, who were 
disinclined toward or ill-suited to academic subjects. This at 
once tended to liberalize the high school curriculum, and 
created a considerable group who were obviously two year 
pupils. High schools which were equipped to present manual 
or vocational courses found a ready solution to the problem. 
Many schools because of a lack of facilities or funds still face 
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the problem. The employment law which specified that pupils 
whose employment had ceased should return to school until 
again employed created a new situation. Pupils who have 
been employed for a season are disinclined to return to the 
regular school room. In many instances they are a misfit when 
they do return. Not infrequently they are a decided detri- 
ment to the other pupils. This situation called for some 
Separate provision for such pupils. These provisions shóuld 
be some adaptation of the continuation plan. The Massa- 
chusetts Legislature responded with a permissive continuation 
SCHO! law, Chapter 805, Acts of 1913. This law authorized 
communities to establish continuation schools, and compelled 
the attendance at such schools of minors between fourteen 
and sixteen years of age who were employed. As a further 
iri clucement the state paid half the expense of maintaining such 
schools. In spite of the fact that the need of such schools 
was recognized in all industrial centers, but one city, Boston, 
permanently established such continuation schools. It became 
ev iden after three years that this permissive legislation was 
xac effective. A committee was appointed to investigate and. 
to report upon this situation. Data gathered throughout the 
P the almost universal lack of any provision 
a. education of the group of children under con- 
the hoe E the revised employment law had not on 
asc E Ee decreased the number of young children 
eli ere su e a few industries had permanently 
pre Ee children. The general situation had not 
Elre éh c the conditions which had brought about 
ber of pupils Ze the continuation school law. A large num- 
vacui ee withdrawn from school before the comple- 
employees we €mentary education. As a whole these young 
taught nothin re engaged in blind alley occupations, being 
Why then w u Which led to a profitable adult earning capacity. 
dac cu em there no establishment of schools to continue 
cation o£ these young employees along profitable and 
concrete lines > Th young empioyee g P 
hesitancy of eo e answer was readily found to be in the 
mmunities to undertake the expense of main- 
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tenance of such schools. The schools as outlined in the law 
which was based upon successful experience elsewhere were 
of three distinct types. The first type was the school where 
general lines of elementary instruction were maíntained. Such 
schools while the most economical to establish were open to 
the objection that they led to no definite vocation. Moreover 
employers were not in sympathy with this type of a continua- 
tion. school. Except in few instances there was nothing to 
indicate an increase in efficiency sufficient to warrant the re- 
lease of their employees for a number of hours each week. 
The remaining two types of schools were the pre-vocational 
and vocational schools. Both of these types of schools, one 
being more elementary, led to vocations. Here while there 
was a definite education in some manual trade, the difficulty 
was entirely one of expense. Schools equipped for teaching 
trades are expensive to establish. In the community of mod- 
erate size a school which attempted to cover adequately the 
leading trades of the city, each department with its particular 
equipment and trained instructor, would be prohibitive in the 
cost of maintenance in proportion to the numbers involved. 
The plan of concentrating upon a few trades would be open 
to the charge of discrimination and over production of work- 
men. These points by no means cover the difficulties apparent 
at once to the school authorities. The whole situation may be 
summed up under the one word, expense. 

The problem of the committee in framing a report which 
might be embodied into a justifiable bill to present to the 
legislature was obviously to construct a policy of continuation 
education without involving a burdensome expense. Further 
study of the situation made it clear that any equitable plan 
must recognize both the size and character of the different 
communities to justify a mandatory law. 


CONCLUSIONS 


I. The evident trend in industry is to exclude the 14 and 
I6 year old minor from skilled industry. These minors are 
forced to enter employment as unskilled workers. 
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2. There is an increasing demand that the age limit for 
4 He compulsory period of education be raised to 16 years. 


3. Many of the group of minors of 14 to 16 years of 
=a ge find that economic necessity demands that they contribute 


+o their own support; they must find some remunerative em- 
gp loyment. 


4. The regular school is not organized to meet the spe- 


<ial needs of the group of minors who would be kept in school 
should the compulsory age be raised. 


5. Permissive legislation will not result in many muni- 


<ipalities taking advantage of the present Continuation 
< chool law. 


6. Four hours a week for two years is not long enough 
to secure adequate results. It is an arrangement to which 
andustry finds it awkward and difficult to adjust itself. 

7- Three t 


. ! ypes of educational opportunity should be fur- 
nished in Continuation Schools: 


Genera] Education. 


Pre-vocational Education (for choice of a calling). 


3: Vocational Education (for training in the chosen 
calling). 


I. 
2. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 
SE That State-wide compulsory continuation schools 


- ot age. be provided for all employed minors of 14 to 16 years 


2. . 

s That minors 14 to 16 years of age should be employed 

SS than five hours in any one day when the public con- 
ton schools are in session, and required to attend a 


ubli š ; 
dou COntinuation school at least ten hours and not more 
/ fteen hours a week. 
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3. That the best results will be secured from compulsory 
continuation schools when the opportunity for attendance is 
continuous throughout the year, or for at least 48 weeks. 


4. That unemployed minors 14 to 16 years of age who 
have left the regular public schools and are temporarily out 
of employment should be required to attend the compulsory 
continuation schools for the full session of such schools each 
day during their unemployment. 


5. That municipalities having a population of 50,000 or 
more should be required to maintain the three types of schools 
referred to in Conclusion No. 7 and that all other municipal- 
ities should be permitted 'to maintain these three types of 
schools. 


6. That municipalities having a population of 10,000 and 
less than 50,000 and having not less than 50 unemployed minors 
I4 to 16 years of age should be required to maintain general 
continuation schools. 


7. That a non-resident provision should be made for 
minors residing in municipalities not required to maintain com- 
pulsory continuation schools. 


It will be seen that the effect of these recommendations 
if enacted into law places the entire scope of continuation 
school education upon the larger industrial cities. Small cities 
having any considerable number of industries would be re- 
quired to establish but one and that the simplest type of 
schools. Communities which are purely residential are exempt 
from the necessity of establishing a school the necessity of . 
which does not exist. The attitude of the state toward such 
legislation remains to be seen. As the matter stands now the 
permissive legislation is non-effective. If there is a real need 
for such schools backed by sufficient sentiment then mandatory 
legislation in this direction is justified. 
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SPELLING 


Criticism of the ability of public school pupils to spell 
common words with reasonable accuracy has persisted as far 
back as the columns of the public press have been open. Each 
generation has declared that the children of that day could 
not spell as did their fathers when they were in school. Tests 
oí old lists with appended results have been given to later 
generations. In such tests the modern child has obtained per- 
centages of accuracy greater than those originally recorded. 
The criticisms however, have persisted, due to the fact that 
adults are ever intolerant of the inaccuracies of youth. Of 
late years there have been several exhaustive investigations of 
the subject of spelling. These investigations have brought out 
what may be considered the minimum written vocabularies of 
every day use. These lists, although obtained from independ- 
ent researches, agree so closely that any one of them can be 
considered a standard for the purposes of testing the ability to 
spell. The best known of these investigations was conducted 
by the Russell Sage Foundation through Dr. Ayer. From four 
extensive studies, one based upon standard literature, one upon 
newspaper articles, one upon two thousand business and per- 
sonal letters and one from the family correspondence of thir- 
teen adults, a foundation vocabulary of the one thoúsand 
most common words was formed. In connection with the 
frequency of use it is of interest to note that nine words con- 
stitute one-fourth of the whole number of words written, 
while about fifty words constitute one-half of all we write. 
With the exception of the word “Very” these are all mono- 
syllables. By the study of many actual tests the words consti- 
tuting this foundation vocabulary have been graded as to 
difficulty in such a manner that the list may be used as a 
measuring scale. Upon this scale are indicated the percentages 


which may be expected from any particular grade in the 
schools. | 
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In order that the efficiency of our local pupils might be 
measured, two tests were given in our schools from the third 
through the eighth grades. In the first tests the lists were 
selected in which oo per cent of accuracy was to be expected. 
These results were obtained. | 


Grade 3........ 81% Grade 6........ 91% 
Grade 4........ 88% Grade 7........ 90% 
Grade 5........ 87% Grade 8........ 92% 


With the exception of the third grade the results were 
up to the standard. 

In the second test the same list of words were given to 
all the grades. The percentages as called for by the measuring 
scale were from 58 to 100 as indicated below. The results 
obtained by our pupils are stated in the second column. 


Standard Received 
Grade O a 58% 48% 
Grade 4 ........................ 79% . 71% 
Grade D Qon v PROBE REOR OR 88% 86% 
A sansa 94% 93% 
Grade T ........................ 98% 96% 


Grade: Seamos PIPER ERES 100% 97% 


Here the results were not so favorable. The primary 
grades fell noticeably below the standard, while the grammar 
. grades approximated the standard in each instance. The in- 
ference from the combined tests being that more attention 
might be paid with profit to the common words in the lower 
grades oí the schools. 

A test of a different character was given to the high 
school pupils. From these studies there has been selected a 
list of the most frequently mis-spelled words known as “The 
Hundred Demons.” This list was given to the high school 
students. Here, as in the grades, any words rewritten in 
whole or in part, or any word where there was doubt as to the 
intended spelling, was marked incorrect. That is, the words 
must be spelled correctly and legibly the first time. The re- 
sults of this test are given by classes and by departments. 
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Seniors.......... 97.7% Commercial Seniors ........ 98.2% 
Juniors.......... 97.5% Commercial Juniors ........ 96.9% 
Sophomores...... 96.1% Commercial Sophomores .... 95. % 
Freshmen A.M... 94.6% Commercial Freshmen A. M.. 93.6% 
Freshmen P. M... 94.3% Commercial Freshmen P. M.. 95.7% 


The results were surprisingly good, and stand very much 
to the credit of the pupils in our schools. It would be of 
interest to compare these results with those obtained from the 
same test given a selected list of adults. 

One concrete result from all this painstaking research has 
been to emphasize the necessity of making the permanent 
acquisition of this foundation vocabulary a prime requisite of 
our teaching. Beyond this point the vocabulary can be ex- 
tended! as far as the ability and the time will permit. The last 
is simplified by the fact that a large number of the words need 
no teaching. A second result has been a recasting of the 
spellers in use, many of which presented lists which were 
simply exercises in mental gymnastics, wherein the important 
words were buried among long lists of less essential words. 
As a whole this important subject in our school curriculum 
has been crystalized into such form that there will be little 
excuse for poor results in the future. There always will be 
“poor spellers," but the general average for the common written 
vocabulary should be very high. 


EXTENSION COURSES 


The extension courses of the Massachusetts Board of 
Education have made a promising beginning in Pittsfield. 
Courses in charge of competent instructors have been held in 
household decorations, salesmanship and automobile con- 
struction. The course in household decoration was attended 
by women interested in the decoration of their own homes. 
The other courses mentioned demonstrated the validity of the 
argument for opportunity for those actually in trade or in- 
dustry to bring systematic instruction to bear upon their actual 
experience. Such students have the two-fold advantage of 
realizing their needs, and of being able to adapt the academic 
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discussion to their experience. The whole proposition is not 
unlike the relation of the laboratory of an industrial establish- 
ment. Problems are brought to the laboratory for solution, 
and the laboratory develops new ideas to be tried out in the 
shop under practical conditions. This extension is yet only 
just started. There is a large field for future growth. The 
limit would appear to be the ability of the Board of Education 
to furnish instructors and of the local department to furnish 
sufficient room and equipment. 


THE TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION 


The successful course of lectures and musical programs 
presented by the Teachers’ Association this year demonstrates 
that there is a field for high grade instructive entertainment 
in this city when properly managed and backed by a reliable 
nucleus oí patrons. Equally fine lectures and musical programs 
have been brought to the city before. Almost invariably these 
have been held at a financial loss. Consequently the highest 
credit must be given to the officers of our teachers’ organiza- 
tion for the manner in which they have financed entertain- 
mients well worth while. The teachers alone could not have 
supported the enterprise. The general public recognized the 
merit of the various programs presented, and together with 
the teachers furnished audiences which taxed the capacity of 
the high school auditorium. At this time when there is a 
demand for a wider use of our school plants in part through 
just such cultural programs as have proved to be so successful 
this year there is strong argument that this propitious be- 
ginning should be encouraged and perhaps aided. The cultural 
side of education and life is worthy of support, especially 
when in the face of the persistent demand for commercialized 
education the other essential phase of education is liable to be 
forced into the background. U 


SCHOOL HOUSE REPAIRS 


There is no more important subject to be brought to the 
attention of the City Council, to the parents of children and to 
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the citizens in general than the condition of the majority of 
the school buildings. It should interest the taxpayer to know 
that this valuable investment is not being kept in a condition 
commensurable with simple business efficiency. It is of like 
interest to the parent to know that some of the buildings are 


in a condition which is injurious to the eyesight of their 
children. l 


For a considerable number of years the appropriation for 
repairs on school buildings has remained the same. At times 
appropriations have been made after special effort for specific 
purposes. During the last ten years the total valuation of the 
school buildings has increased rapidly. It is doubtful if the 
fixed amount for repairs was sufficient for the purpose for even 
a much smaller valuation. This amount is certainly not suffi- 
cient now. Under the conditions the buildings have deterio- 
rated rapidly during the past few years. Even buildings which 
would be classed as new buildings require important minor 
repairs. The school buildings are valued at $1,000,000. The 
appropriation for repairs has been $6,000, or three-fifths of 
one per cent of the valuation. There is an additional appro- 
priation of $1,400 for improvements and contingent expenses. 
The contingent expense covers the repairs of heating plants, 
plumbing, etc., and the care of the grounds. Even with the 
best intentions and most careful consideration it has been im- 
possible to make the available money cover the necessary minor 
repairs and the general upkeep of the buildings. As the propo- 
sition stands at present a considerable expenditure would be 
necessary to bring the buildings up to a point where the appro- 
priation for repairs could be used to the best advantage. 
Merely as a matter of economy some of the buildings must be 
put into a proper condition if they are to be considered as 
worth saving. The outside repairs consist mainly of painting, 
varnishing of all exposed woodwork, the puttying of window 
glass and the painting of the sash. There are several in- 
stances where the foundation walls and steps require pointing 
up. Roofs need to be overhauled for leaks, and cornices and 
flashings to be painted. These are not expensive operations, 
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but they mark distinction between preservation and decay. A 
few specific instances will illustrate the situation. 


Two buildings, valued at $73,000, have not been painted 
or varnished since their completion in 1896. A building 
finished in 1909, valued at $30,000, is devoid of varnish on its 
outside doors and frames. As a consequence these doors are 
checking and will soon be ruined. Upon this same building the 
window frames and sash are almost without paint. Extreme 
care must be exercised in washing the windows to preverit the 
glass from falling out. This condition applies to nine other 
buildings valued at $249,750. It is difficult to see how any 
argument can justify the neglect of so valuable and destruct- 
able an investment. “A! stitch in time saves nine,” is as appli- 
cable to a building as to a garment. The time will come soon, 
if it has not already arrived, when the nine stitches must be 
taken. | 


This statement should appeal to any business man or 
property owner whether he be an official or private citizen. In 
fact neither the fact or necessity is ever questioned, yet each 
year sees the condition more serious, and the necessity of re- 
pairs more pressing. 


It is sometimes stated that the interior painting and repairs 
may be neglected without serious detriment to the building. 
This point may be admitted if these structures are to be con- 
sidered merely as buildings. If it is appreciated that they 
have been erected and are in use for school purposes there 
arises a different viewpoint. We note that factories consider 
it a justifiable expense to keep walls and ceilings well painted 
where proper light for delicate work is essential. Upon the 
same ground we consider it essential that thousands of children 
be saved from unnecessary eyestrain. An examination of the 
school buildings would show many rooms with blackened walls 
and ceilings. Some of these have had no paint or whitening 
for twenty years. Consequently during the winter months 
there are many days where the pupils are subject to a distinct 
eye strain. At times it becomes necessary to stop all regular 
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school work for this season. Parents of children working for 
years under those conditions can understand why the physi- 
cians report the necessity of treatment for abused eyes. 

There is still another strong argument which may not be 
so obvious. Children are extremely susceptible to their sur- 
roundings. Bright, clean school rooms play no small part in 
stimulating the pupils to better work. Under the opposite 
conditions where the room is dark and grimy the work lags, 
and the teacher must exert extra pressure to produce the 
same results. In a recent trade magazine it was noted that 
employers had found that there was a better spirit manifested 
and consequently better work was obtained when the offices 
were brightened up and the surroundings made more attractive. 
If this be true for adults it is doubly true for children. Con- 
sequently we insist that money spent in keeping the interior 
of the school buildings well painted is a direct factor in im- 
proving the facilities for educating the children under our 
charge. Eighty per cent of our expenditures is for the salary 
of the teachers. The remainder is expended to make this 
largest charge effective. Against the $200,000 now expended 
for the salaries of teachers the amount necessary to keep the 
school rooms well painted, thus increasing the effectiveness 
of the teaching, would be insignificant. 

As a matter of business efficiency it is good policy to keep 
our public buildings in a proper condition of repair. From 
. the viewpoint of the physical well being and the education of 
the children it is even more essential to provide proper sur- 
rounings. Buildings can be discarded and new ones erected. 
The same cannot be said of impaired eyesight or of wasted 
educational effort. If it can be determined what percentage 
of the valuation of the school property is necessary to insure 
their proper upkeep, and if this percentage can be the basis of ` 
the appropriation it should appeal to the city as sound business 
judgment. 
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Tabulation of Teachers, February Ist, 1917 


Superintendent, 


Supervisors, 


Principals, 


High School Teachers, 
Elementary Teachers, 


Kindergarten, 


5B to 
5A to 
6B to 


1A 
2B 
ZA 
3B 
3A 
4B 
4A 
5B 
5A 
6B 
6A 


6A to 7B 


7B to 
7A to 
8B to 


8A to High 


Total, 


TA 
8B 
8A 


Men 


1 


Gu 


Women 


Percent Promoted, June, 1916 


Number 
Promoted 
798 


714 
744 
481 
732 
600 
605 
599 
599 
517 
580 
500 
465 
423 
371 
367 


` 9125 


Total 
Number 
1043 


776 
804 
535 
798 
640 
654 
637 
660 
574 
646 
551 
521 
459 
394 
381 


10105 


P d 


Total 


255 
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REPORT OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE OFFICERS 


To C. G. Persons, Superintendent of Schools: 
Dear Sir: 


Below is a summary of our work for the year: 


Unexcused absences, 1771 
Truants, 45 
Cases of Truancy, 81 
Parents taken into Court, 3 
Children taken into Court, 3 


Contagious diseases reported by Board of Health and excluded 
from School: 


, 


Diphtheria, 24 
Scarlet Fever, 22 
Whooping Cough, 30 
Measles, 19 
Chicken Pox, | 23 
Mumps, 10 


Respectfully submitted, 


ASHER STARKWEATHER, 
WM. F. CODY, 


School Attendance Officers. 
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JOSEPH TUCKER SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending January 5, 1917 


Balance on hand, January 7, 1916, $118 56 
Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $744 73 
Deposited by Teachers, 430 50 
Interest, 574 ` 
——————— 1,180 97 
$1,299 53 


Disbursements: 


Deposited on Pupils' Savings Bank Books, $783 88 
Deposited on Teachers' Savings Banks Books, 292 00 


Cash to Pupils, 49 89 
Cash to Teachers, 51 00 
Interest to School Account, 1 90 
Balance on hand, January 8, 1917, 120 86 
$1,299 53 


Number of Berkshire County Savings Bank Books 
issued to Depositors this year, 


y CHARLES E. BENNETT, Cashier. 


HENRY L. DAWES SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1916 


Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, $35 12 
Receipts: | 
Deposited by Pupils, $344 25 
Interest, 1 15 
u — 345 40 
$380 52 


Disbursements: 
Deposited on Pupils' Savings Bank Books, $297 08 


Cash to Pupils, 18 13 
Interest to School Account, 1 15 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, 64 16 
$380 52 
Number of Bank Books issued to depositors this year, 166 


MARIA A. DENNY, Cashier. 
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WILLIAM B. RICE SCHOOL 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1916 


Balance on hand, January 1, 1916, | * 3 $65 
Receipts: | 
Deposited by Pupils, $300 06 
Interest, 2 66 
302 
$368 


Disbursements: 
Deposited on Pupils' Savings Bank Books, $282 19 


Cash to Pupils, 22 81 
Interest to School Account, f 2 66 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, 60 40 


$368 
Number of Bank Books issued to Depositors this year, 


ROSE O. KENDALL, Cashier. 


WILLIAM F. BARTLETT SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1916 


Balance on hand, January 1, 1916, $71 
Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $546 42 
Deposited by Teachers, 40 00 
Interest, 3 56 
589 
$661 


Disbursements: 


Deposited on Pupils Savings Bank Books, $434 98 
Deposited on Teachers” Savings Bank Books, 


Cash to Pupils, 27 01 
Cash to Teachers, 40 00 
Interest to School Account, 3 56 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, 155 73 : 


$661 


Number of Bank Books issued to Depositors this year, 


HELENA J. JORDAN, Cashier. 


34 


72 


06 


06 
49 


30 


98 


28 


28 
41 
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CRANE SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1916 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1916, $65 
Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $328 11 
Deposited by Teachers, 86 50 
Interest, 2 80 
> 417 
$483 
Disbursements: 
` Deposited on Pupils’ Savings Bank Books, $317 90 
Deposited on Teachers' Savings Bank Books, 86 50 
Cash to Pupils, 13 04 
Interest to School Account, | .2 80 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, 62 81 
$483 
Number of Bank Books issued to Depositors this year, 
HARRY C. DARLING, Cashier. 
WILLIAM M. MERCER SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1916 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1916, B $664 
Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $1,058 42 
Deposited by Teachers, 286 00 
Interest, 9 66 
——————— 1,354 
$2,018 
Jisbursements: 
Deposited on Pupils’ Savings Bank Books, $1,106 80 
Deposited on Teachers’ Savings Bank Books, 367 00 
Cash to Pupils, 61 65 
Cash to Teachers, T 
Interest to School Account, 9 66 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, 473 08 
$2,018 
Number of Bank Books issued to Depositors this year, 


GEORGE W. GARDNER, Cashier. 


219 


64 


41 


05 


05 
49 


11 


08 


19 


19 
53 
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WILLIAM R. PLUNKETT SCHOOL BANK 
Annual Report, Year Ending December 31, 1916 


Balance on hand, January 1, 1916, $238 17 
Receipts: 
Deposited by Pupils, $216 29 
Deposited by Teachers, l 34 00 
Interest, 6 54 
— — 256 83 
$495 00 


Disbursements: 


Deposited on Pupils' Savings Bank Books, $211 33 
Deposited on Teacherg' Savings Bank Books, 44 00 


Cash to Pupils, 16 78 
Balance on hand, January 1, 1917, 222 89 

| $495 00 

Number of Bank Books issued to Depositors this year, 15 


MARY A. BRENNAN, Cashier. 
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GRADUATES OF PITTSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASS OF 1916 


Margaret Curtiss Ames 
Helen Elizabeth Bassett 
Myrtis Edith Beecher 
Walter Edmund Bligh 
Alida Grace Bloodgood 
Madeline Goodrich Booth 
Lillian Margaret Bossidy 
Edna Miriam Breck 

Helen Althea Burgess 
Kathryn Veronica Burns 
Mary Gertrude Callahan 
Brenda Perot Cameron 
Carolyn Frances Cande 
Anna Genevieve Carey 
Alfred Emerson Clark 
Marion Covert Clifford 
Ethel Grace Colby 
Catherine Ruth Rice Cullen 
Anthony Edward Delanski 
Clymer Canfield Dunbar 
Arthur Joseph Enright 
Alice Goodfellow Ernst 
Rose Eleanor Marie Esler 
Donald Smith Feeley 
LeGrand Feeley 

Marion Gertrude Flynn 
Edward Peirson Foote 
Walter Robbins Fuller 
Benjamin Harris Gen 
Clifford Maxson Goodrich ` 
Frances Elizabeth Goodrich 
Gracia Alta Greenwood 


George Lenward R. Gregory 
Eda Eliza Gwinell 

Frank LeRoy Hall 

Irene A. Hamel 

Constance Howard Harrington 
Jacob John Hayn 

Mildred Dorothy Esther Hemenway 
Rodman Cleveland Henry 
Lester Burr Hutchinson 
Irving Brierly Hyde 

Walter Matthew Jacoby 
Richard Irwin Johannesen 
Howard Sedgwick Johnson 
Clarence Armstrong Jones 
Pearl Irene Keeler 

Dorothy Mae Kenyon 
Thomas King 

Louis Arnold Lackey 

Henry Waldron Lawrence 
Vernice Beatrice Lederer 
Norman Sprague Lincoln 
John James Linnehan 
Lillian Merritt Losey ` 
Bernard Joseph Lucey 
Walter Edward Mandell 
Harold Mott Mattoon 

Max Watkins Mattoon 
Louise Marie May 

Bessie Tuttle May 

Isabel Lucretia McAvoy 
Raymond Joseph MacDonough 
Helen Elizabeth McGraw 
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. John Comrie MacInnes 
Abraham Harry Meirowitz 
Isabelle Merrill 
George Spangler Miller 
Harry Minsky 
Frederick William Morton 
Lilian Frances Nelligan 
Marjorie Helen Noble 
Edmond Francis O'Brien 
Dorothy Ethel Orr 
Gertrude Hope Parkhurst 
Florence Mary Peck 
Myrtle Claribel Phelps 
Herman August Pohlman 
Herbert Brindley Porter 
Alice Gwendolyn Purnell 
Grace Helen Ranney 
Clinton Fields Read 
Robert Ray Read 


- Arthur Francis Robenstein 


Frances Eloise Rose 
Walter Henry Salmon: 
PhiHp: V. Sandberg 
Winifred Schilling 

Richard Montague Seagrave 
Ernest Albert Sheppard 
Jane Marion Sherman 

John Joseph Shields 
Katherine Frances Smith 
William Ogelvie Stronach 
Vera Charlotte Toppin 
Adele Evelyn Van Benschoten 
Ralph Leonard Volk ` 
Mabel Alice Vreeland 
Henry Thayer Whiting 
Olive Thelma Whistler 
Walter Noble Zink ` 
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GRADUATES OF THE. PIFTSFIELD GRAMMAR 
SCHOOLS, CLASS OF 1916 : 


ee Us EAS ae CM 
4 


Pupils completing course in January: 


.  BARTLETT SCHOOL 


Devanney, James Joseph 
Peltier, Andrea Márgaret 


Sammon, Thomas Francis 


JA CRANE SCHOOL 


DeWitt, Leona . 
Fahey, Joseph 
Hall, Ellen 
Lane, Laura 
Lenihan, Gladys 


Mears, James 
Plume, Marjorie 
Power, John 
Tencellent, Arthur 
Tremblay, Edna 


DAWES SCHOOL 


Acly, H. Elizabeth 
Allessio, Henry P. 
Beecher, Leslie W. 
Belden, Edgar T. 
Bradway, Irene L. 
Brigham, K. Proctor 
Burns, Christina R. 
Cooke, Robert G. 
Connelly, Francis M. 
Coulter, Etta L. 
Cranston, Edwin A. 
Emerson, Ruth C. 
Ford, Olive L. 
Gardner, M. Minerva 
Gerlach, Wilhelmina A. 


. Halford, George F. 


Hathaway, Beatrice V. 
Karner, Dorothy C. 
Kearney, Matthew F. 
Kittridge, George W. 
Lundberg, Morris A. 
Morgan, Beatrice H., 
Norberg, Emma B. 
Patterson, Florence E. 
Riepert, Charlotte A. 
Rock, Henry. A. 
Sincere, Elsie L. 
Stridsburg, Elizabeth A. 
Sundstrom, W. Roy 
Unbehend, Everard S. 


 MERCER SCHOOL 


Blood, Virginia Richardson 
Conley, Anna Bernadette °` ` 
Crosby, Dorothy M. 

Crown, Daisy Isabelle ` 
Danis, William Thomas 
Eager, Gordon 

Enright, Charlotte M. 

Evans, John Joseph 

Fanning, William Matthew 
Flynn, Elizabeth Petronilla 


Lambert, Kathryn Frances 


"Mitchell, Silas Field 


Overhaugh, Catherine M. 
Ray, Margaret Anna 

Reed, Mildred Irene 
Robinson, Helen Elizabeth 
Rowan, Ralph Edward 
Ryan, Eleanor C. 
Thompson, Pauline A. 
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TUCKER SCHOOL 


Bassett, Ronald A. Hurwitz, Ida 

Belcher, Madeline Kelliher, James L. 

Berkwitz, Herbert Saul Kriger, Robert M. 

Carpenter, Lawrence J. Krivitsky, Samuel 

Coster, Edward John Maloy, Agnes May 4 

Dansereau, Flora Esther McGirr, May Mitchell 

Davis, Mollie Merk, Irene T. 

Galpin, Alice R. Palmer, Lawrence Russell 

Gitelman, Benjamin Peller, Samuel 

Gorfinkle, Charlotte L. Weltman, Lazarus Jacob 
PLUNKETT SCHOOL 

Breck, Helen Clarice Leighton, Thelma Sylvia 

Cain, Lincoln Simonds Mangan, Edward Walter 

Caldirella, James ` Marchisio, Mario Oreste 

Collins, Jennie Louise Miller, Hazel Lucy 

Cunningham, Marguerite R. Quirico, Caroline 

Harris, Charles Everett . Rice, Herbert Paul 

Herrick, Madeline Ardella Rosenbaum, Arthur 


Jaccoz, Virginia Marguerite 
POMEROY SCHOOL 


Brennan, Margaret F. Keeler, Thomas M. 
Brennan, Henry E. Lahey, Beatrice T. 
Chiodo, Samuel P. Magner, Clarence 
Conant, Irwin J. Mahoney, Edward D. 
Donahue, Jennie C. Major, Lydia E. 
Dunlap, Howard J. Meirowitz, David 
Feeley, Joseph Patrick Milne, Dorothy Smith 
Gibbs, Marion F. ` Murphy, Elizabeth Agnes 
Grandshaw, Alfred V. . Naeve, Bertha M. 
Hutchinson, Helen M. T. Tierney, Grace 
Jones, Arline H. Wilbrant, Marguerite C. 
REDFIELD SCHOOL 
Carey, Virginia Cecilia MacGregor, Helen Stuart 
Cornelius, Bertrand William Pearl, Frank Roscoe 
Foss, Erwin Robinson Persip, Francis Roland 
Hamilton, Mary Ethel Putnam, Meta Irene 
Harding, Clark Bassett Raabe, Dora Louise 
Higgins, Mary Veronica Richmond, Muriel Doris 


Hillberg, Raphael Waldemar Shepardson, James Hubert 
Hitchcock, Frances Latimer Synan, Elizabeth Jane 
Jenks, Helen Whipple Turner, Doris Ryder 
Kusch, Elizabeth Louise 


SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 


RUSSELL SCHOOL 


Boynton, Helen Gertrude 
Coakley, John F. 
Garrity, George F. 

Gaul, Olive A. 

Howe, Mary E. 

Kowski, Leo W. 
MacArthur, Albert A. 
Marcel, Agnes L. 


Mooney, Richard F. . 
O'Hara, Mary E. 
Pender, Simon V. 
Riddle, Isabella 
Ringie, Rose V. 
Rowe, John P. 
Walter, Arthur L. 


BARTLETT SCHOOL 


Aaronson, Jacob Solomon 
Belot, Louis Emile 
Chaiffre, Arthur Joseph 
Duval, Charles Amos 
Freadman, Harry Louis 
Green, Reuben David 
Hillmer, Walter William 
Holsborg, Oscar Harry 
Jacquot, Alice Josephine 
Langlois, Orena Veronica 
Levinson, Sarah 
MacArthur, Dorothy Ruth 


MacArthur, Lilian Evelyn 
Nadelson, Ruth 

Nilan, Helene Elizabeth 
O'Neill, Clifford Leo 
Poole, Luman Amari 
Poole, Mabel Alberta 
Sussman, Florence 
Sandrew, Rose 

Sarro, Philip Albert 
Schwartz, Lewis 
Thomas, Ella E. Rose 


CRANE SCHOOL 


Abbott, Clyde V. 
Bartlett, Alice E. 
Bradley, Elizabeth D. 
Connally, James M. 
Gleason, Mary K. 
Greene, Gertrude L. 
Houle, Oliver J. 
Kellie, James 
Mickle, Rose E. 


Morrissey, Thresa M. 
O'Donnell, Anna F. 
Settergren, George G. 
Sheehy, Morgan J. 
Vogel, Madeline M. 
Wasson, Claire L. 
Welch, Palmer V. S. 
Wulff, Ethel M. 

Yon, Harold A. 


DAWES SCHOOL 


Avery, Henry W. 
Bauer, C. Herbert 
Davenport, Ruth A. 
Fahey, Carolyn R. 
Fahey, Katherine A. 
Goddeau, James F. 
Gowdy, Raymond I. 
Helliwell, Harry 
Hodgman, Muriel 
Levernosh, Edith F. 


Murray, Ethel D. 
Murray, Wallace F. 
Norberg, William E. 
Pipher, D. Athena 
Scully, Thomas J. 
Sunderland, F. Wesley 


- Tregaskis, Millicent R. 


Way, Helen F. 
Wheeler, Jessie M. 
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SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 


MERCER SCHOOL 


Andrews, Josephine M. Marcil, Paul F. 
Bohan, Ethel Marie Marquette, Paul F. 
Bordo, Anna M. Nesbit, Robert R. 
Brown, Mary H. O’Brien, Dorothy V. 
Burns, Gertrude M. Oschman, Raymond E. 
Carrier, Grace Muriel Peltier, Ronald S. 
Callaghan, Lester F. Powell, George Albert 
Connolly, Anna Marie Prediger, Eva Marguerite 
Connors, John F. Ralston, Frances Charlotte 
Costine, Robert L. Rosenberg, Sarah 
Dansereau, Florence E. Semple, Kenneth S. 
Derivan, Mary Rita Ryan, Mary E. 
Gerst, Donald Parker Shepardson, George F. 
Hewett, Agnes Mary | Smith, Helen C. 
Kahl, Dorothy C. Smith, Marion Esther 
Kirchner, Dorothy Madlyn Wiley, Kenneth W. 
LaBrode, Edward C. Wood, Helen Elizabeth 
Lambert, Marguerite L. Zimmerman, Bernard 
PLUNKETT SCHOOL 
Bates, Ernest Francis Garvey, Dorothy Ann 
Beebe, Lydia Isabelle Hawley, Clara Reed 
Butler, Helen May Mangan, Frank Andrew 
Burbank, George Alfred Rawlings, Mabel Esther 
Clark, Wilmot Benjamin Rossi, Jennie Mary 
Daly, Elizabeth Rita Sabato, Albert Frank 
DeGiorgis, Norina Florence Smith, Barrett 
Fasce, Joseph John Stevens, Mabel Francis 
Gagne, Ovila Striebel, Vernon Laurence 


Gardner, Ruth Marie 
POMEROY SCHOOL 


Adelson, Ruth Lillian Guinan, Francis J. 
Ames, S. May Hickey, Susan Florence 
Anderson, Stanley W. Hunt, Marjorie A. 
Chase, Ruth Marion Lehmann, Bertha 
Cohen, Hyman David Lennon, Lena Mary 
Coty, Adrian Paul William Meirowitz, Theresa 
Crocker, William Montie, Fred Henry 
Dallmeyer, John Wesley Miner, Anna E. 

Egan, Agnes Gertrude Moran, Elizabeth S. 
Elfving, Harry Victor Murphy, Marion Louise 
Fish, Nina Mildred Reinharát, Charles E. 
Ford, Ora Madeline Ryan, Mary Veronica 
Gamwell, Constance Scace, Mabel Parker 


Griffen, Elva M. Van Buren, William H. 


SCHOOL DEPARTMENT 287 


REDFIELD SCHOOL 


Carey, Leona V. 

Clarke, Stanley F. 
Cullen, Grace J. 

Hesse, Alfreda M. 
Hunt, Ruth C. 

Lipsey, Richard O. 
McCormick, Francis J. 
McCulloch, Jeannie 
McSweeny, Elizabeth A. 


Milne, Robert 

Parker, Whitmore 
Peck, Nellie E. 

Rice, Audrey G. 
Sandow, Hyman H. 
Tolman, Jean C. 

Volin, Helen E. 

Walsh, Mary Margaret 
Williams, Elizabeth A. 


RICE SCHOOL 


Alexander, Wallace U. 
Barstow, Allan 
Brown, Doris G. 
Burns, William A. 
Cooney, Joseph H. 
Daly, Mary E. 
Forrest, Elizabeth M. 
Frey, Clarence H. 
Gerst, Carolyn E. 
Gilbert, Theodore H. 
Gourley, Eleanor F. 
Homer, Alice M. 
Isringhaus, Lena M. 


Kenney, Adaline R. 
Kilbridge, John Richard 
Mandell, Marie L. 
MeQuaid, Hope M. 
Messer, Gerald F. 
Munn, Ruth M. 

Odell, Earl W. 

Philbin, Margaret A. 
Reed, Freda M. 
Roberts, Myrtle M. 
Slocum, Harold W. 
Stone, Wm. J. 
Templeton, Madeline M. 


RUSSELL SCHOOL 


Bouthillier, Marie R. M. 
Disco, Leo H. 

Grankowska, Katherine E. 
Heather, Clifford J. 
Killeen, Mary R. 


Lester, James F. 
Pemble, Harriet Regina 
Ransehousen, Evelyn A. 
Ransehousen, Francis W. 
Ringie, R. Harold 


TUCKER SCHOOL 


Andrews, Margaret 
Anthony, Beatrice Madeline 
Archambeault, Henry J. 
Barnum, Lillie F. 
Burbank, Juniata 
Corey, George John 
DeCarlo, James 

Flynn, Anna K. 

Harvey, Lillian M. 
Klein, Jacob 

Kohn, William 


Madden, Regina Agnes 
Mara, Cecelia Irene 
Martin, Anna Julia 
McConnell, Gertrude V. 
McConnell, William B. 
Ross, William 

Rodgers, Carl 

Schilling, Karl A. 
Weltman, Lazarus Jacob 
Wilson, George V. 


REPORT 
OF THE 
CITY AUDITOR 
OF THE 


CITY OF PITTSFIELD, MASS. . 


April 12th, 1917. 
To His Honor, the Mayor, and the H onorable City Council: 
Gentlemen: 


The undersigned, complying with the requirements of 
Chapter 4, of the General Ordinance of the City of Pittsfield, 
presents herewith the twenty-sixth annual report of the 
receipts and disbursements, together with a statement of the . 


City Debt, for the fiscal year ending December 31st, 1916. 
Respectfully submitted, 


E. T. LAWRENCE, 
City Auditor, 


Balance Sheet 


and 


 Appropriation and 
Outlay Statements | 
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ESTIMATED REVENUE FOR 1916 


GENERAL 
Taxes, 
Corporation Business, $19,828 26 
Corporation Public Service, 13,121 99 
Street Railway, 2,294 43 
Bank, 1,274 00 


LICENSES AND PERMITS 


Liquor License, 31,434 75 

All other, 2,445 00 

Marriage Permits, 817 00 
FINES 

Court Fines, | 1,282 70 


GRANTS AND GIFTS 
From the County, 


Dog Licenses, | 2,090 00 
COMMERCIAL 
Privileges, 
Excise Tax (St. Railway), 5,054 50 
DEPARTMENTAL 


General Government: 


City Clerk, 
Fees, 425 80 
License Commissioners, 
Fees, 55 00 


Protection of Life and Property: 


Sealer Weights and Measures, 196 00 
Inspection of Petroleum, 79 00 
Elevators, 80 00 


304 CITY AUDITOR 


Health and Sanitation: 


Health Reimbursements, 
Sewer Connections, 


Highways: 
Highways, 
Sidewalks, 

Charities: 


Relief and Almshouse Reimbursements, 
State Reimbursements, 
Mothers' Aid, 


Soldiers' Benefits: 
Reimbursements, 


Education: 


School Tuition, 
State Wards, 


Recreation: 
Parks, 


Public Service: 


Water Rates, 
Water, Connections, 
Weighing Fees, 


INTEREST 
Deposits, 
Assessments, 


Total for Estimated Revenue, 


2,161 
1,999 


1,050 
4,300 


3,606 
4,353 
147 


4,194 


3,196 
85 


178 


9,413 
2,500 
317 


4,060 
8,100 


00 
00 


00 
00 


00 
43 
27 


00 


00 
50 


00 


00 
00 


$130,239 13 


Analysis of Receipts 


BASED ON c... 


CLASSIFICATION OF MASSACHUSETTS ` 
BUREAU OF STATISTICS 


ANALYSIS OF PAYMENTS 


DEPARTMENTAL 


GENERAL GOVERNMENT 


ADMINISTRATION 


Salaries: 
Clerk of Council, $213 
Clerk of Committees, 183 
Clerk of Committee on Highways, 100 
Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, $ 34 
Printing and Advertising, 212 
Municipal Yard Engineering, ` 72 
Laying out New Streets, 1,665 
All other, 114 
MAYOR 
Salaries: 
Mayor, $1,000 00 
Mayor, Clerk, 300 00 
$1,300 
Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, 52 
Printing, 2 
Carfares, Teams, etc., : 75 
Telephone, 9 
All other, 89 


41 
26 
00 


55 
82 
27 
58 
00 


$496 67 


$2,099 22 


$1,479 55 
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AUDITOR 
Salaries: 
Auditor, $1,399 98 
Auditor, Clerk, | 624 00 
$2,023 98 
Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, 112 18 
Printing and Advertising, 183 48 
Telephone, 3 20 
All other, 36 70 
TREASURER 
Salaries: 
Treasurer, $1,800 00 
Treasurer, Clerk, 520 00 
$2,320 00 
Stationery and Postage, 197 31 
Printing and Advertising, 40 60 
Carfares, Teams, etc., 15 00 
. Telephone, 6 18 
All other, 132 61 
COLLECTOR 
Salaries: 
Collector, $2,000 00 
Collector, Clerks, 2,104 63 
$4,104 63 
Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, $677 68 
Printing and Advertising, 343 49 
a Telephone, i ; 2 30 


All other, | 212 68 


$3,359 54 


$2,711 70 


$5,400 78 


CITY AUDITOR 


ASSESSORS 
Salaries: 
Assessors, $4,475 00 
Assistant Assessors, 1,169 13 
Assessors, Clerks, 1,674 25 
$7,318 38 
Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, 104 70 
Printing and Advertising, 591 10 
Carfares, Teams, etc., 80 80 
Telephone, 95 
Adding Machine, 291 00 
_ All other, 76 05 
LICENSE COMMISSIONERS 
Salaries: 
Commissioners, $583 28 
Commissioners, Clerks, 70 00 
$653 28 
Expenses: 
Printing and Advertising, $62 45 


Telephone, 4 50 


OTHER FINANCE OFFICES AND ACCOUNTS 


Issuing Bonds and Notes: 


Printing, e $ 25 00 
Certifying Bonds 405 00 
Certifying Notes, 150 00 
LAW 
Salaries: 
City Solicitor, $1,000 00 


City Solicitor, Clerk, _ 108 00 


$1,108 00 


317 


$3,462 98 


$720 23 


$580 00 
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Expenses: . 
Printing, Stationery and Postage, $12 60 
Carfares, Teams, Etc., 45 11 
All other, 92 51 
$1,198 22 
CITY CLERK 
Salaries: 
City Clerk, $1,300 00 
City Clerk, Assistant, 715 00 
City Clerk, Clerks, 699 00 
$2,714 00 
Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, 187 72 
Printing and Advertising, 270 86 
Telephone, 20 08 
All other, 231 69 
$3,424 35 
BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
Salaries: 
Commissioners, $2,400 00 
Commissioners, Clerks, 1,446 95 
Office Clerks, 245 56 
Engineering, 698 19 
$4,790 70 
Expenses: 
Printing and Advertising, 554 78 
Stationery and Postage, i 268 33 
Carfares, Teams, etc., 7 50 
Telephone, 43 86 
All other, 632 69 
$6,297 86 
ELECTION AND REGISTRATION 
Salaries: 
Registrars, $1,200 00 
Election Officers, 1,400 00 


Clerks, 278 90 


$2,878 90 


CITY AUDITOR 


Expenses: 


Stationery and Postage, 

Printing and Advertising, 
Carfares, Teams, etc., 

Repairing and Setting up Booths, 
Rent, 

All other, 


CITY HALL 
Salaries: 


Janitors, 


Expenses: 


Fuel and Light, 

Janitors' Supplies, 
Furniture and Furnishings, 
Repairs, 

Telephone, 

All other, 


Total General Government, 


$ 133 
1,160 
112 
141 
119 
1,349 


$1,346 


319 


41 
19 
55 
33 
14 
00 


$7,154 52 


50 


$ 2,499 25 


$44,884 87 


PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY 


POLICE 
Salaries and Wages: 
Chief, $1,500 00 
Capt., Inspr., and Sergt., 3,504 00 
Patrolmen, 98,454 20 
Matron, 162 25 
Drivers, 1,919 75 
Janitor, 350 00 


All other, 


$45,895 20 


820 CITY AUDITOR 


Vehicles: 

New Motor Car, 1,500 00 
Equipment and Repair: 

Vehicles, 683 82 

Equipment for Men, 263 75 

Gas and Oil, 721 77 

All other, 128 07 
Fuel and Light: 

Fuel, 297 19 

Light, 301 82 
Maintenance Buildings and Grounds: 

Repairs, 174 08 

Janitors' Supplies, 172 69 

Furniture and Furnishings, 38 25 

All other, 10 90 
Other Expenses: . 

Printing and Stationery, 115 89 

Care and Transportation Prisoners, 413 05 

Telephone, 150 65 

All other, 614 86 
Pensions: 2,092 00 

Total Police Department, . $53,633 90 


METROPOLITAN PARK POLICE 


EMERGENCY 
Salaries and Wages, $4,732 44 
Expenses, | 4,640 82 
$9,373 26 
l FIRE 

Salaries and Wages: 

Chief and Assistants, $2,600 00 

Firemen, 30,794 92 

Call Men, 1,480 10 


West Pittsfield Men, l 325 00 


$35,200 02- 


CITY AUDITOR 821 


Horses and Care of.Same: 


Horses, 36 15 
Shoeing, | 19 00 
Hay, Grain and Straw, 258 86 
Equipment and Repairs: | 
Apparatus, 1,286 03 
Hose, i 737 00 
Equipment for Men, 67 28 
Gas and Oil, : X 486 22 
All other, 71 02 
Fuel and Light: 
Fuel, 199 10 
Light, | 802 24 
Maintenance Buildings and Grounds: 
Repairs, 1,622 95 
Furniture and Furnishings, 237 94 
Laundry Work, 120 84 
All other, 120 11 
Gas Tank and Pump, 184 75 
Other Expenses: 
Printing and Stationery, $ 45 60 
Telephone, 211 97 
All other, . 382 92 


Total Fire Department, $42,190 00 


FIRE ALARM AND POLICE SIGNAL 
Salaries and Wages: 


Superintendent, $1,000 00 
Assistant, 998 40 ü 
Labor, 27 50 
$2,025 90 
New Fire Alarm System, 7,078 56 
Repairs, 1,040 73 
Batteries and Motor Service, 30 24 
Extensions Fire Alarm, 153 05 
Police Signal Repairs, 30 76 
All other, 278 60 


Total Fire Alarm and Police Signal, $10,637 84 
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| MILITIA 
Rifle Range: 
Repairs, 
INSPECTION OF BUILDINGS 
* Salaries: 
Inspector, $1,200 
Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, 19 
Printing and Advertising, 14 
Carfares, Teams, etc., 20 
Telephone, 12 
All other, 13 
INSPECTION OF WIRES 
Salaries: 
Inspector, $1,000 
Expenses: 
Stationery and Postage, 10 
Printing and Advertising, 20 
Carfares, Teams, etc., 32 
Telephone, 12 
All other, 23 ` 


00 


00 
80 
00 
46 
18 


00 


SEALER OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 


Salaries: : 
Sealer, $999 99 
Expenses: 
Printing, Stationery and Postage, 42 92 
Carfares, Teams, etc., 333 55 
Equipment, 104 50 
Telephone, 18 91 


Al other, 25 72 


$2 20 


$1,279 44 


$1,098 72 


$1,525 59 


CITY AUDITOR 323 


INSECT PEST—ELM BEETLE 


Labor, $27 75 
Hardware and Tools, 1 20 
All other, 13 74 
$42 69 
PLANTING AND TRIMMING TREES 
Labor, $483 08 
Teams, | 31 00 
Tools, Hardware, etc., 24 79 
Planting Trees on Water Shed, 756 14 
New Trees on Water Shed, . 232 65 
All other, 4 30 
$1,531 96 
FOREST FIRES 
Salaries and Wages: 
Forest Warden, $ 39 50 
Fighting Fires, 190 35 
$229 85 
Expenses: 
Transportation, 124 00 
Tools and Equipment, 163 55 
All other, 61 23 
$578 63 


OTHER PROTECTION PERSONS AND PROPERTY 


DOG OFFICER 


Salaries, $280 50 
Expenses, 32 43 


$312 93 


FRUIT AND VEGETABLE BOARD 
Expenses, $25 60 
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HEALTH AND SANITATION 


| ADMINISTRATION 
Salaries: 


Board Health, $600 00 
Board Health Agent, 9 16 


Board Health Clerk, 626 66 


Expenses: 
Printing, Stationery and Postage, 
Telephone, 
Teams, Carfares, etc., 
All other, 


Quarantine and Contagious Diseases: 


Board and Treatment, 
Medical Attendance, 
Guards and Nurses, 
Drugs and Medicines, 


Dry Goods and Clothing, 
Groceries and Provisions, 
Loss of Wages, 

Fuel, 

Rent, 

All other, 


Tuberculosis: 


Board and Treatment, 
Groceries and Provisions, 
All other, 


Vital Statistics: 


Births, 
Deaths, 


$1,235 


336 

13 
268 
324 


$928 
141 


82 


70 
12 
00 
46 


89 
00 
66 
15 


50 
96 
60 
20 
00 
07 


28 
12 
52 


94 
75 


$2,178 10 


$4,733 03 


$3,228 92 


$1,070 69 
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Other Expenses: 


Bacteriologist, $ 239 10 
Sanitary Inspector, 1,053 90 
Fumigation and Disinfectants, 170 76 
Laboratory Supplies, 333 06 
Visiting Nurse, 953 26 
Medical Health Inspector, 600 00 
All other, 563 46 
$3,913 54 
Inspection: 

School Children: 

Salaries, $2,005 60 

Expenses, 44 77 
Animals: 

Salaries, 250 00 


Milk, Meat and Provisions: 


Salaries, 979 17 
Expenses, 463 50 
$3,743 04 
Total Health Department, $18,867 32 
SEWER MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION 
Labor, $1,872 48 
Pipe and Fittings, 127 75 
Tools and Equipment, 116 02 
Brick and Cement, 9 60 
Engineering, 45 67 
All other, 126 13 
$2,297 65 


SEWAGE DISPOSAL l 
Engineers, $4,006 75 


Labor, 8,524 03 
Teams, 43 25 
Lime, Chemicals, etc., 17 18 


Fuel, Light and Power, 4,803 09 
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Engineering, 239 
All other, 1,433 


SEWER CONNECTIONS 


Labor, $1,868 
Tools and Equipment, 2 
Pipe and Fittings, 883 
All other, 49 


GARBAGE DISPOSAL 


Contract, $6,240 
Inspector's Salary, 910 
Public Dump Expense, 333 
All other, 6 


STREET CLEANING 


Salaries and Wages, $5,121 
Teams, 1,269 
Sweepers and Scrapers, 132 
Brooms, | 87 
All other, 62 


Snow Removal, 


CLEANING CATCH-BASINS 


Labor, $2,486 
All other, 210 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES 


\ 
General Administration: 


Superintendent, $1,009 75 
Other Expenses, 51 48 


$1,061 


62 
79 


25 
00 
62 
64 


00 
00 
00 
94 


ou 


05 
55 
28 
81 


29 
53 


23 


$19,067 71 


$2,803 51 


$7,489 94 


$6,673 39 
319 00 


$2,696 82 


CITY AUDITOR 


HIGHWAYS 
Expenditures: 


Labor, 

Teams, 

Broken Stone, etc., 

Pipe and Cement, 
Equipment and Repairs, 
Tools, 

Fuel and Light, 

Freight and Expressage, 
Engineering, 

All other, 


BRIDGES 
Labor, 
Teams, 
Lumber, 
Engineering, 
All other, 


SNOW REMOVAL 


Labor, 
Teams, 
All other, 


STREET SIGNS 
Street Signs, 


PAVEMENT REPAIRS 


Labor, 

Teams, 

Engineering, 
Materials, 

Freight and Cartage, 
All other, 


$1,081 
210 
533 
105 
394 


$5,483 
2,492 
16 


$1,953 
389 

34 
1,750 
493 
278 


921 


71 
75 
02 
15 
40 
81 
92 
17 
65 
87 


$21,363 68 


16 
00 
29 
89 
42 


$2,384 76 


89 
23 
46 


$7,992 58 
$781 62 


48 
86 
35 
23 
15 
93 


$5,000 00 
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PLEASURE AVENUE GRADING 


Labor, $332 
Teams, 64 
Engineering, 2 
Materials, 50 


SOUTH STREET RESURFACING 


Labor, | $262 
Teams, 165 
Materials, 234 
Freight and Cartage, 134 
All other, 2 
SIDEWALKS 
Maintenance: 
Labor, $2,410 
Teams, 673 
Stone, Brick and Cement, 526 
All other, 932 


Snow Removal, 


CROSSWALKS 
Maintenance: 
Labor, $715 
Teams, 34 
All other, 142 
Snow Removal, 
Construction: 
Labor, $499 
Teams, | 198 
Stone, Brick, etc., 243 
Engineers, 28 
All other, 96 


12 
00 
15 
00 


69 
38 
30 
30 


$498 27 


$798 92 


$4,542 67 
291 87 


54 


00 
72 


19 
00 
75 
67 
06 


` ` $892 26 
941 75 


$1,065 67 


CITY AUDITOR 329 


STREET SPRINKLING 


Water: 
Labor, $1,696 90 
Teams, 4,080 93 
Equipment and Repairs, 728 70 
Water, 500 00 
All other, 754 69 
$7,761 22 
Other Expenses: 
Materials, | $5,908 67 
All other, 5,605 93 
11,514 60 
STREET LIGHTING 
Contract, $39,109 87 
All other, 49 00 
$39,158 87 
CITY STABLES 
Maintenance: 
Labor, $1,077 72 
Hay, Grain and Straw, : 1,143 20 
Shoeing, : 204 67 
Equipment and Repairs, 168 80 
Stable Supplies, 87 95 
Telephone, 27 30 
All other, 215.99 
$2,925 63 


CHARITIES 
POOR DEPARTMENT 


General Administration: 


Salaries: 
Overseers, $ 300 00 


Clerks, 1,827 00 


$2,127 00 
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- Stationery, Printing and Postage, 
Telephone, 
All other, 


CITY FARM 


Salary Superintendent, 

Other Salaries and Wages, 
Groceries and Provisions, 

Dry Goods and Clothing, 

Buildings, 

Fuel and Light, 

Medicines and Medical Attendance, 
Farm Grain and Feed, 

All other, 


OUTSIDE RELIEF 

By City: 

City Physician, 

Cash, . 

Rent, 

Groceries and Provisions, 

Coal and Wood, 

Medicines and Medical Attendance, 

Board and Care, 

Burials, 

State Institutions, 

Other Institutions, 

All other, 


Relief by other Cities and Towns: 
Cities, 
Towns, 


MOTHERS’ AID 
Mothers’ Aid, 


Total Charities, 


146 
25 
478 


$ 949 
1,843 
1,680 

553 
1,210 
2,076 

354 

784 
3,480 


$ 600 
16 
337 
6,258 
1,073 
356 
341 
302 
99 
2,052 
7 


$299 
87 


76 
32 
11 


$2,777 79 


60 
32 
42 
09 
21 
74 
95 
34 
07 - 


$12,932 71 


00 
00 
50 
46 
73 
26 
83 


-00 


50 
64 
14 


$12,149 06 


32 
98 
$387 30 


$1,458 11 . 


$29,705 00 


CITY AUDITOR 


831 
SOLDIERS' BENEFITS 
State Aid, $3,992 00 
Soldiers” Burials, 50 00 
$4,042 00 
Soldiers' Relief, $4,498 50 
Soldiers' Exemption, $ 90 75 
EDUCATION 
ADMINISTRATION 
Salaries: 
Superintendent, $3,000 00 
Clerks, 975 00 
Truant Officers, 2,038 60 
All other, 111 00 
$6,124 60 
Expenses: 
Printing and Stationery, $512 86 
Telephone, - 517 72 
Traveling Expenses, 417 54 
School Census, 100 00 
All other, 143 18 
$7,815 90 
Teachers’ Salaries: 
Day Schools: | 
High, $ 47,110 60 
Elementary, 141,677 70 
Clerks, 1,138 40 
6,660 50 


Supervisors, 


Evening Schools: 


High, 
Elementary, ji 


$196,587 20 


$ 559 00 
1,133 30 


$1,692 30 
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Text Books and Supplies: 
High: 
Text and Reference Books, 
All other, 
Elementary: 
Text and Reference Books, 
All other, 


Industrial: 


Text and Reference Books, 
Evening: 
Elementary, 


Tuition: 
Elementary, 


Transportation: 
Elementary, 


Support of Truants, 


Janitors' Services: 
High (Day), 
Elementary (Day), 
High (Evening), 


Fuel and Light: 
High, 
Elementary, 
Evening, 


$3,242 05 
1,946 06 
5,430 70 
2,393 88 
1,780 28 
14 30 

$14,807 27 

$232 50 

$3,860 70 

$11 85 
$ 2,472 43 
13,837 88 
50 00 

$16,360 31 
$ 2,564 23 
11,494 34 
125 84 

$14,184 41 


MAINTENANCE OF BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS ` 


High: 
Repairs, 


Janitors' Supplies, 
All other, 


$1,071 70 
156 90 
209 88 


$1,438 48 


All other, 8 40 
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Elementary: 

Repairs, $6,381 74 

Janitors’ Supplies, 999 86 

All other, 1,123 90 

$8,505 50 
Furniture and Furnishings: 

Elementary, $61 90 
Teachers’ Pensions, $1,339 00 
Other Expenses: | 

Diplomas and Graduation Exercises, $141 20 

Miscellaneous Printing and Advertising, 15 25 
Water: , 

High, ; $ 215 02 

Elementary, 1,582 25 

All other, 277 20 

$2,230 92 

Total Education, $269,128 24 

LIBRARIES (Not City Property) 
Berkshire Athenaeum, $11,000 00 
TUCKER SCHOOL REPAIRS 

Contract, $1,821 81 
Labor, 1,366 83 
Materials, 509 74 
Architect, 400 00 

$4,098 38 

GRADING POMEROY SCHOOL GROUNDS 

Labor, $195 45 
Teams, 102 44 
Engineering, 6 97 
Materials, | 44 50 


$357 76 
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GRADING RUSSELL SCHOOL GROUNDS 


Labor, . $118 05 
Teams, 27 50 


All other, 2 60 


GRADING DAWES SCHOOL GROUNDS 


Labor, $454 25 
Teams, 219 50 
Engineering, I 22 96 
Materials, 134 77 
All other, ` 7 03 
RECREATION 
PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS 
Administration: 
Superintendent, $1,028 16 
Clerk, 91 63 
PARKS 
Salaries and Wages, $2,468 55 
Teams, 110 88 
Springside Park Improvements, 457 65 
Trees and Shrubs, etc., 175 31 
Equipment, Tools, etc., 213 85 
Repairs, 47 00 
All other, 387 07 
PLAYGROUNDS 

Clerk, $ 50 00 
Superintendent and Instructors, 792 22 
Labor, 216 26 
Apparatus, 109 21 
Educational Supplies and Athletic Goods, 324 25 


All other, 386 34 


$149 15 


$838 51 


$1,119 79 


$3,860 31 


$1,878 28 


CITY AUDITOR 


BATH AND SWIMMING HOUSES 


Supervisors, $619 77 
Matron, : 60 80 
Instructors and Care Takers, 400 85 


Apparatus, etc., 4 63 


Total Recreation, 


CELEBRATIONS AND ENTERTAINMENTS 


Band Concerts, $400 00 
Firemen's Muster, 50 00 
Co. F. Reception, 100 00 


Memorial Day, 300 00 
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$1,086 05 
$7,944 43 


$850 00 


REPAIR BUILDINGS OTHER THAN SCHOOLS 


Labor, $389 10 
Engineering, 2 31 
Materials, . 186 43 


All other, 21 31 


UNCLASSIFIED 


Damages to Persons and Personal Property, $5,633 81 


Printing City Documents, 1,074 36 
Insurance, 7,613 63 
Care City Clocks, : 50 00 
Motor Driven Apparatus Maintenance, 3,128 18 
Auto for Water Dept., 600 00 
Hvass Sand Spreader, 350 00 
Buffalo Steam Roller, 4,500 00 
Writing History of Pittsfield, 3,300 00 
Ford Service Trucks, 1,449 50 
Chapman Indemnification, 300 00 


Auditing Municipal Accounts, 1,021 82 


$599 15 


$29,021 30 
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PUBLIC SERVICE ENTERPRISES 
WATER WORKS MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION 
Administration: 
Superintendent, $250 00 
Printing and Stationery, 207 11 
Telephone, 128 68 
All other, 70 77 
$656 56 
General Expenses: 
Labor, $11,249 14 
Teams, 202 93 
Pipe and Fitting, 326 13 
Meters and Fittings, 204 86 
Equipment and Repairs, 1,093 50 
Engineering, 483 57 
Heat for Meter Houses, 110 80 
All other, 5,543 65 


WATER WORKS SERVICE CONNECTIONS 


Labor, 

Pipe and Fitting, 
Freight and Cartage, 
All other, 


Salaries: 


Weigher, 


Expenses: 


Telephone, 
All other, 


$2,247 42 
1,961 52 
3 38 
79 97 


PUBLIC SCALES 


$630 05 


16 55 
82 32 


$19,871 14 


$4,292 29 


$728 92 
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MUNICIPAL INDEBTEDNESS 


Temporary Loans: 


Anticipation of Taxes, 
All other, 


` 


General Loans: 
Sewer, 
Highway, 
School, 
Parks and Playgrounds, 
All other, 


Public Service Enterprise Loans: 
Water, 


Total Debt Payments, 


INTEREST 
Temporary Loans: 


Anticipation of Taxes, 
All other, 


General Loans: 
Sewer, 
Highway, 
School, 
Parks and Playgrounds, 
All other, 


Public Enterprise: 
Water, 
AGENCY AND TRUST 
Agency: 
Taxes: 
State, 
State Highways Repairs, 
Non-Resident Bank Tax, 
County, 


$650,000 
5,550 


$39,000 
46,700 
58,827 
5,000 
13,000 


$9,750 
249 


$22,595 
3,097 
22,775 
1,630 
3,467 


$69,280 
. 3,500 
12,717 
65,216 


997 


00 
00 


$655,550 00 


00 
00 
50 
00 
00 


$162,527 50 


.$122,200 00 


$940,277 50 


14 
16 


$9,999 90 


00 
50 
11 
00 
50 


$53,565 11 


$60,482 50 


00 
00 
23 
38 


$150,713 61 
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Liquor, | E "$10,778 50 
Massachusetts Teachers’ Retirement Fund, - $3,211 80 


REFUNDS AND TRANSFERS 


Refunds: 
Taxes, $174 04 
Licenses, 220 00 
Street Sprinkling, ` 26 77 
Water, 265 41 
All other, 144 86 
$831 08 
Transfers: 
Emergent Fund returned by Departments, $825 00 
Street Sprinkling Abutting City Property, 373 64 
$1,198 64 
Total Reserve Payments, $1,953,521 50 
OUTLAY 
HEALTH AND SANITATION 
SEWERS 
Construction: 
Superintendent, $ 250 00 
Contract, 2,128 36 
Labor, 12,810 56 
Teams, ` 47 50 
Engineering, 1,714 67 
Freight and Cartage, 585 67 
Pipe and Fittings, 4,831 95 
Lumber, 702.66 
Damages, | 335 00 


All other, 1,189 34 


$24,595 71 
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TYLER STREET DRAIN 
Construction: 


Contract, 

«Labor, 

Engineering, 
Inspection, 

Pipe and Fittings, 
Freight and Cartage, 
All other, 


DAWES AVENUE DRAIN 
Construction: 


Labor, 

Teams, 

Engineering, 

Pipe and Fittings, 
Freight and Cartage, 
All other, 


ELM STREET DRAIN 
Construction: 


Labor, 

Teams, 

Engineering, 

Pipe and Fitting, 
Freight and Cartage, 
All other, 


LINDEN STREET DRAIN 
Construction: 


Labor, 

Teams, 

Engineering, 

Freight and Cartage, 
Pipe and Fittings, 
Brick and Cement, 
Tools and Equipment, 
All other, 


$16,415 


176 
1,016 
547 
3,911 
109 
288 


$1,297 
11 

71 

573 
25 

87 


01 
82 
18 
00 
41 
85 
48 


50 
50 
20 
76 


88 


57 
25 
94 


339 


$22,464 75 


$2,066 36 


$328 73 


$2,698 60 
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SOUTH STREET SEWER 


Construction: 
Contract, 
PLUNKETT STREET DRAIN 
Construction: i 
Contract, $1,550 
Engineering, 95 
Inspection, 71 
Pipe and Fittings, 184 
All other, 1 


LAKE AND SECOND STREETS DRAIN 


Construction: 
Labor, | 487 
Engineering, 21 
Freight and Cartage, | 25 
Pipe and Fittings, 7 | 205 
Brick and Cement, 66 
All other, ` 22 

NEW SEWER BEDS 

Construction: , 
Contract, : $11,583 
Engineering, 1,000 
Inspection, 451 
Freight and Cartage, 20 
Materials, 372 
All other, 185 


17 
09 
92 
95 
75 
00 


73 
34 
50 
33 
73 
98 


$1,818 86 


$1,903 16 


$828 88 


$13,614 61 
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HIGHWAYS 


| LONGVIEW TERRACE BRIDGE 
Land Damage, $1,006 25 


NEW SIDEWALKS 


Construction: | 
Labor, $12,148 82 i 
Teams, 2,452 49 
Engineering, 600 93 
Stone, Brick and Cement, 3,970 05 
All other, 2,730 81 
$21,903 10 
MUNICIPAL YARD PURCHASE 
Site, i $18,445 52 
PUBLIC SERVICE ENTERPRISES 
WATER WORKS CONSTRUCTION 
Superintendent, $1,250 00 
Labor, 4,830 14 
Teams, 5 50 
Engineering, 793 70 
Freight and Cartage, 384 27 
Hydrants, Pipe, etc., : 10,026 01 
Tools and Repairs, 80 04 
All other, 2,201 17 
Farnham Dam Litigation, 11,140 23 
$30,711 06 
$2,095,907 09 
Total Revenue Payments, $1,953,521 50 
Total Non-Revenue Payments, 142,385 59 


$2,095,907 09 
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ORDINANCES 
OF THE 


CITY OF PITTSFIELD 


Passed Since the Publication of Preceding Annual Report 
) 


No. 8. An Ordinance: 


Changing Date of Tax Bills. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 

That Section Six of chapter five, of the Revised 
Ordinances, as amended by Ordinance No. I, current series, be 
amended by striking out the whole section and inserting the 
following : 


Section 6. Taxes shall become due and payable on the 
fifteenth day of October. Interest at the rate of six per cent 
per annum shall be charged from the fifteenth day of October 
in the year in which same are assessed, upon all taxes which 
shall remain unpaid after the thirtieth day of October next 
ensuing, until the same shall be paid. 


Taxes assessed under the provisions of Sec. 65 of part 1 
of Chapter four hundred and ninety of the General Acts of 
the year nineteen hundred and nine and amendments thereto 
shall be due and payable on the thirty-first day of December. 
If remaining unpaid after that date, interest at the rate of six 
per cent per annum shall be charged from said thirty-first day 
of December until the same shall be paid. 


Approved, July 13, 1916. 
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No. 9. An Ordinance: 


Raising Minimum Wages of City Laborers. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Foilows: 


That chapter six of the Revised Ordinances is hereby 
amended by striking out paragraph in the first section relative 
to wages of city laborers; and inserting the following so as to 
read: 

Any laborer employed upon public works of the city not 
less than two dollars and twenty-five cents for each eight 
hour day. 


Approved, July 13, 1916. 


No. 10. An Ordinance: 


Requiring License for Peddlers of Fish. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


That Ordinance No. 6 be amended by striking out the 
first section and inserting in place thereof the following: 


Section I. No person shall go about from place to place 
within this city carrying or exposing for sale, or selling fruits, 
vegetables and fish in and from any cart, wagon or other 
vehicle, or in any other manner, without a license therefore 
from the Board hereinafter constituted. This provision of 
this section shall not apply to a person engaged in the pursuit 
of agriculture selling fruits and vegetables, the products of 
his own labor or the labor of his family. 


Approved July 24. 1915. 
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No. 11. An Ordinance: 
Amending Building Ordinance. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances, entitled Con- 
struction of Buildings and Fire Limits, is hereby amended as 
follows : 


Section 1. Section 6 is hereby amended by adding at the 
end of the first paragraph the following words: ` ` 


Any permit which may be issued by the inspector, but 
under which no work is commenced within six months from 
the time of issue shall expire by limitation. 


Section 2. Section 11 is hereby'amended by striking out 
the entire section and substituting therefor the following : 


Section 11. No person or corporation shall erect, alter 
or repair a building within the fire limits until the owner, 
builder or other person in charge thereof has filed with the 
inspector plans and specifications, and same are approved and 
stamped by the inspector. 


Such plans and specifications shall be properly marked 
and carefully preserved in the office of the inspector. 


No changes in plans or specifications affecting the struc- 
tural character of buildings shall be made after the permit is 
issued unless authorized by building inspector by written per- 
mit. Owner to file a plan of plot on which building is to be 
erected. 


Section 3. Section 11 is hereby amended by striking out 
the words "to be used exclusively for dwelling houses" in the 
first and second lines, the words "containing over two tene- 
ments" in the third and fourth line, and the words “two thou- 
sand” in the 5th, 13th, 14th, 18th and roth lines and substi- 
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tuting therefor in each place the words “Twenty-five hundred,” 
so that paragraphs one, four and five shall read as follows: 


Section 13. Wooden buildings may be built in the second 
fire district, provided, however, that no such building shall 
exceed two stories in height, or cover an area of more than 
twenty-five hundred square feet of land. 


Wooden buildings shall not be erected or placed in the 
second fire district at a less distance than twelve feet from the 
party lines, cr at a less distance than twenty feet from other 
wooden buildings. 


Section 4. Section 16 is hereby amended by adding at 
the end thereof the following words: When a building is torn 
down or repaired, the debris caused thereby shall be wet down 
or otherwise treated so that the dust shall not blow or spread 
in an objectionable manner upon adjoining property or high- 
Ways. 


Section 5. Section 20 is hereby amended by striking out 
the second paragraph and inserting in place thereof the fol- 
lowing so that the second paragraph shall read as follows: 


Footing courses of stone or concrete shall be pro- 
vided under foundation walls and piers, when in the judgment 
of the inspector they are necessary, under wooden buildings 
not exceeding thirty-five feet in height and not covering arí 
area of more than twenty-five hundred square feet of land. 


Section 6. Section 20 is further amended by adding at 
the end thereof the following: 


In case an adjoining party wall is intended to be used 
by the person causing the excavation to be made, and such 
wall is in good condition and sufficient for the uses of the 
adjoining building then and in such case the person or persons 
causing the excavation to be made shall at his or their own 
expense preserve such party wall and support the same by 
proper foundation so that said wall shall remain as safe as 
before such excavation has been made. 
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Section 7. Section 22 is hereby amended by striking out 
the entire section and substituting therefor the following: 


Section 22. 


Walls for Warehouse Class shall be taken to 


mean and include all buildings except dwellings and tenement 


house class below mentioned. 


= 


WAREHOUSE CLASS 


Brick Walls, Minimum Thickness in Inches. 


——BASEMENT-== ~ 


Brick or 


Height Stone Concrete 
1 story 20 16 
2 stories 20 16 
3 stories 24 20 
4 stories 24 20 
5 stories 24 20 
6 stories 28 24 
7 stories 28 24 
8 stories 32 28 
9 stories 32 28 
0 stories 32 28 


1 
12 
12 
16 
16 
16 
20 
20 
24 
24 
24 


2 


3 


STORIES —-—— 


4 5 6 7 8 9 10 


12 
12 
16 
16 
16 
20 
20 


12 
12 
16 
16 
20 
20 


12 
12 
16 
16 
20 


12 
16 
16 
16 


12 .. 
16 12 
16 16 12 


DWELLING HOUSE CLASS 


The expression “Walls for dwelling house class" shall be taken 
to mean and include walls for the following buildings: 


Apartment Houses, 
Apartment Hotels, 
Asylums, 

Club Houses, 
Dormitories, 
Dwellings, 


Hospitals, 

Hotels, 

Lodging Houses, 
Parish Buildings, 
Studios, 
Tenements. 
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DWELLING HOUSE CLASS 
Brick Walls, Minimum Thickness in Inches. 


——BASEMENT== — ———— —— STORIES — = 
Brick or 

Height Stone Concrete 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

1 story 16 12 8 .. 

2 stories 20 12 12 12 .. 

3 stories 20 16 12 12 12 .. 

4 stories 20 16 12 12 12 12 .. 

5 stories 24 20 16 12 12 12 12 .. 

6 stories 24 20 16 16 12 12 12 12 .. 

7 stories 24 20 16 16 16 12 12 12 12 .. 

8 stories 28 24 20 12 16 16 12 12 12 12 .. 

9 stories 28 24 20 16 16 16 16 16 12 12 12 

10 stories 32 28 24 20 20 16 16 16 16 12 12 12 


For buildings hereafter erected in the dwelling house 
class the minimum thickness of all surrounding or dividing 
walls in the same carrying the loads of floors and roofs shall 
be made in accordance with the above tables. 


Provided, however, that in non-fireproof buildings, the 
sections of the party walls, whose minimum thickness as 
stated in the table is twelve inches. 


(a) Shall have corbelled ledges to carry the ends of the 
beams, or 


(b) shall be increased to a minimum thickness of sixteen 
inches, in which case the beams entering such sections shall be 
staggered, or 


(c) shall be increased to a minimum thickness of twenty 
inches, in which case the sections of the party walls whose 
minimum thickness as given in the table is sixteen inches, shall 
be increased to a minimum thickness of twenty inches. 


Two-story brick dwellings in the second fire district not 
exceeding twenty-five feet in height, may be built with eight 
inch walls. 
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All brick used in buildings shall be of good quality, hard 
and well burned. They shall be well laid and bedded in mortar, 
with well filled joints, and shall be well flushed up at every 
course. 


At least every seventh course of a brick wall shall be a 
heading or bonding course. Where walls are faced with face 
brick, at least every seventh course may be bonded with flemish 
headers, or by cutting the corners of the face brick and putting 
in diagonal headers behind the same, or approved wall ties. 


No horizontal recess in a masonry wall shall exceed four 
feet in length. 


No continuous vertical recess of more than six inches in 
cepth shall be made in any 12 inch wall of masonry, and no 
recess of any kind shall be made in any 8 inch wall. 


No timber shall be used to support a wall of masonry in 
any building. 


Isolated brick piers shall not exceed in height ten times 
their least dimensions. 


No wooden post shall be used to support a wall of 
masonry in any building. 


Section 8. Section 24 is hereby amended by striking out . 
the 3rd paragraph and inserting therein the following: 


Section 24. Every dwelling or store in a block or dwell- 
ings or stores shall be separated from the adjoining dwelling 
or store by a brick or other fire resisting wall running from 
the front to the rear thereof; and extending from cellar bot- 
tom to roof. 


Section 9. Section 24 is further amended by striking out 
paragraph 8 and inserting the following: 


Section 24. A partition wall shall run from front to 
rear at least every fifty feet between the walls in every build- 
ing which covers more than ten thousand square feet of land 
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I ; - | E 
ani exceeds Sixty feet in width. This uad dish 
shall not apply to buildings of fire-proof construc e ux 
Partition wall shall be carried at least eighteen inches ab 


the roof and shall be coped with stone or metal securely 
fastened. 


Section ro. Section 24 is further amended by striking out 
paragraphs 9, ro and rr. 


Section 11. Section 28 is hereby amended by striking out 


the first Paragraph and inserting the following: 


Section 28. All chimneys shall be built of brick, vire 
other fire-proof material. The exterior walls of all bric 


chimneys shall be at least eight inches thick; brick chimneys 
to have inside joints neatly struck. 


Section I 3. Section 28 is further amended by striking 
out the third, fourth and seventh paragraphs. 


Section I4. Section 28 is further amended by adding at 
the end of paragraph 8 the following: 


The flues of chimneys which extend to the cellar bottom 
shall 


be provided with openings at the bottom so that they may 
be cleaned, 


Section I 5. Section 29 is hereby amended by anong m 
the second paragraph at the end of the table the following: 


Section 29. All bridging shall be solid bridging, staggered. 


Section 16. Section 29 is further amended by striking out 
Paragraph s and inserting the following: 


Section 29. All trimmer and header beams ger p 
“UNCient size to sustain their loads within the limits o : = 
allowed by this ordinance. Double studs at all SES a x = 

God Openings. Plates for bearing partitions to be no 
four inches by width of studding. 


Section 17. Section 31 is hereby amended by striking out 
€ Second paragraph and inserting the following: 


— _ WE: 
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Section 31. All openings in outside walls and in bearing 
partitions shall be properly trussed. 


Section 18. Section 31 is further amended by striking out 
tHe word “bearing” in paragraph four, so that it shall read as 
follows : 


Section 31. All partitions shall have at least one row of 
bridging of the full width of the studs. 


Section 19. Section 31 is further amended by striking 
out paragraph 5 and inserting in place thereof the following: 


Section 31. All walls and partitions shall have fire stops 
of fire proof material at each story, as follows: between the 
joist extending full depth of joist. 


Section 20. Section 31 is further amended by striking 
out paragraph 6, and inserting the following in place thereof: 


Section 31. The spaces between all floor joists where they 
rest upon bearing partitions, shall be stopped. No stop shall 
be less than full width of studding. Air spaces shall be 
effectively stopped with tin or other fire resistive material and 
where all pipes and chimneys pass through floors and parti- 
tions. 


Section 21. Section 33 is hereby amended by adding at 
the end thereof the following: 


Section 33. No court of a dwelling hereafter erected 
shall be covered by a roof or skylight, but every court shall be 
at every point open from the ground to the sky unobstructed 
except in case of hotel and buildings with stores in the first 
story, such court may start at the second story level; size of 
court to be at least 5 x 6 feet for two windows, increasing 
50 per cent of each additional window. 


In every building hereafter erected or altered, all walls or 
partitions forming interior light or vent shafts to be built of 
fire resisting materials. 
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All windows opening into light shafts to have metal 
frames and sash and wire glass. 


Section 22. Section seven is hereby mended by striking 
out the whole of the section. 


Section 23. Section ten is hereby amended by striking out 
the last two lines. 


Section 24. Section 32, paragraph 8, is hereby amended 
by striking out the entire paragraph and inserting the 
following: 


Section 32. The distance from the underside of the high- 
est point of the beams of a flat roof having a ceiling hung 
therefrom to the underside of such ceiling, shall be not more 
than four feet. 


Section 25. Section 32, paragraphs 10 and 11, are hereby 
amended by striking out the whole of said paragraphs and in- 
serting the following: 


All gutters and exterior cornices shall be of fire proof 
materials ; provided, however, that cornices on dwelling 'houses, 
barns, garages, and one story dwellings in the Second Dare 
District may be of wood. 


All cornices excepting wood cornices and those on show 
windows shall be well secured to the walls with iron anchors, 
built into brick or other fire proof material and independent 
of any woodwork. 


All rooms, excepting toilets, to have at least 15 sq. feet of 
direct light and air in all buildings erected hereafter. 

Toilet rooms to have separate light and air shafts, or 
direct outside light. 


Approved, Oct. 16, 1916. 
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No. 12. An Ordinance: 


Raising Pay of Fire Department. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Foilows: 


Section I. Section 1 of Chapter Six of the Revised 
Ordinances is hereby amended by striking out the section rela- 
tive to Fire Department and inserting in place thereof the 
following : 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


Chief Engineer—Sixteen Hundred Dollars per annum. 
Assistant Engineer—Fourteen Hundred Dollars per annum. 


Captains of Fire Stations—Each Twelve Hundred and Fifty 
Dollars per annum. 


Lieutenants—Each Eleven Hundred and Fifty Dollars per 
annum. 


Permanent Firemen, each: | 
Eight Hundred Dollars for the first year of service. 
Nine Hundred Dollars for the second year of service. 
One Thousand Dollars for the third year of service. 
Eleven Hundred Dollars for the fourth year of service, 
and after. 


Permanent Firemen, acting as engineers of steamers, Fifty 
Dollars per annum in addition to the compensation above pro- 
vided for. (Chief Engineer, Assistant Engineer, Captains of 
Fire Stations, and Mechanician mentioned hereinafter shall 
not be entitled to this additional compensation). 


Permanent Firemen acting as Mechanician, Eleven Hun- 
dred and Fifty Dollars per annum. 


Call Firemen, Class A, One Hundred Twenty-Five Dol- 
lars per annum. Also an additional compensation of forty 
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cents per hour for services rendered at the place of a fire by 


order of an engineer after the apparatus has been returned 
to the station. 


Class B, Fifty Cents per hour during the time actually in 


attendance and in the performance of their duties as such call 
firemen. 


Provided, however, that the yearly increase for salaries 
of permanent firemen, as above set forth, and all subsequent 
annual increases of salaries of any fireman shall not be made, 
allowed or paid unless the fireman or firemen to be thereby 
benefited shall first obtain from the chief engineer and the 
assistant engineer a certificate stating that the qualifications 
and previous service of such fireman or firemen are and have 
been such as to entitle him or them to receive such an increase. 


Section 2. This Ordinance will take effect December 
25, 1916. 


Approved, October 26, 1916. 


No. 13. An Ordinance: 


. Raising Salary of Superintendent of Fire Alarms 
and Police Signal System. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


Chapter 6 of the Revised Ordinances is hereby amended 
by striking out the words— Superintendent of Fire Alarms and 
Police Signal System, One Thousand Dollars per annum—and 
inserting the following so as to read: 


Superintendent of Fire Alarms and Police Signal System, 
Twelve Hundred Dollars per annum. 


That the foregoing amendment shall take effect on and 
after the 25th day of December, 1916. 


Approved, Nov. 14, 1916. 
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No. 14. An Ordinance: 


Raising Pay of Police Department. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


Section 1. Section 1 of Chapter Six of the Revised 
Ordinances is hereby amended by striking out the section 
relative to Police Department and inserting in place thereof the 
following : 


POLICE DEPARTMENT. 
Chief of Police—Eighteen Hundred Dollars per annum. 
Captain of Police—Fifteen Hundred Dollars per annum. 


Inspector of Police — Fourteen Hundred and Fifty Dollars . 
per annum. 


Sergeant of Police—Thirteen Hundred and Fifty Dollars per 
annum. 
Patrolmen— 


Each Two and three-quarters Dollars per day for the first 
year of service. 


-Three Dollars per day for the second year of service. 


Three and one-quarter Dollars per day for the third year 
of service. 


Three and one-half Dollars per day after the third year 
oÍ service. | 


Reserve Police Officers—T wo and one-half Dollars per day 
when on duty. 


Police Matron— Three and one-quarter Dollars per day when 
on duty. 


Patrol Drivers—Three Dollars per day. 


Section 2. This ordinance will take effect December 
25, 1916. 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1916. 
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No. 15. An Ordinance: 
Increasing Salary of Public Weigher at City Scales. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


That section 1 of chapter Six of the Revised Ordinances 
of the City of Pittsfield be amended by striking out the word 
"twelve" where it occurs after the words “PUBLIC WEIGH- 
ER,” and inserting in place thereof the word “fifteen,” so that 
the provision relating to the salary of said officer shall read as 
follows: PUBLIC WEIGHER, Fifteen Dollars per week. 


That the foregoing amendment shall take effect on and 
after the 25th day of December, 1916. 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1916. 


No. 16. An Ordinance: 


EE Clause “1” of Section 40 of Chapter 12 
of the Revised Ordinances. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


That Clause i of section 40 of chapter 12 of the Revised 
Ordinances of this city, entitled “Construction of Buildings 
and, Fire Limits” be, and the same is hereby, amended by in- 
serting after the words “water pipes” in the fifth line of the 
second paragraph, the words or other exposed grounded con- 
ductive mediums; and by inserting after the words “porce- 
lain sockets" a comma and the words or metallic sockets with 
insulated pulls, so that said paragraph shall read as follows: 


All sockets which shall hereafter be placed on electrical 
fixtures in the cellar or basement of any building situated with- 
in the city limits shall be porcelain sockets. All electrical 
fixtures which shall be distant less than five and one-half (5177) 
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feet from water pipes or other exposed grounded conductive 
mediums shall have and contain thereon porcelain sockets, or 
metallic sockets with insulated pulls. | | 


Approved, Dec. 18, 1916. 


No. 17. An Ordinance: 


Amending Sections 28 and 31 of Chapter XII of the 
Revised Ordinances entitled Construction of ` 
Building and Fire Limits. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


That Section Twenty-eight of Chapter Twelve of the Re- 
vised Ordinances of the City of Pittsfield be amended by add- 
ing after the words "eight inches thick;" the words “or shall 
be at least four inches thick with tile flue lining," so that said 
Section Twenty-eight shall read as follows: 


Section 28. All chimneys shall be built of brick, stone or 
other fireproof material. The exterior walls of all brick 
chimneys shall be at least eight inches thick, or shall be at least 
four inches thick with tile flue lining; brick chimneys to have 
inside joints neatly struck. 


That Section Thirty-one of Chapter Twelve of the Re- 
vised Ordinances of the City of Pittsfield be amended by add- 
ing after the words “fire stops" the words "of wood or,” so 
that said Section Thirty-one shall read as follows: 


Section 31. All walls and partitions shall have fire stops 
of wood or of fire proof material at each story, as follows: 
between the joist extending full depth of joist. 


Approved, December 30, 1916. 
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No. 18. An Ordinance: 


Amending Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances of 1915, 
Construction of Buildings, Relative to Sky Signs. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


Section 56 of Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances of 
1915, relating to construction of buildings and fire limits is 
hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the following: 
Provided, however that the mayor and aldermen may, where 
the fire risk or danger to property is not thereby unduly in- 
creased, grant permits for sky signs of metal or other fire 
proof material of greater height, area and extent, if con- 
structed and erected in a manner approved by the inspector of 
buildings, so as to read as follows : 


Section 56. Sky signs of a greater area than five hundred 
(500) square feet, shall hereafter be constructed of wire 
netting in a metal frame with wood or metal letters or illustra- 
tions thereon. If such sign is to be electrically illuminated, no 
wood shall be used. Sky signs of open wire work of no greater 
area than eight hundred (800) square feet, may be placed 
upon a roof of any building, provided that the extent of any 
signboard or sky sign does not exceed eleven (II) feet in 
height over all of its face or that its top is not over fourteen 
(14) feet above its base; provided, however that the mayor 
and aldermen may, where the fire risk or danger to property 
is not thereby unduly increased, grant permits for sky signs 
of metal or other fire proof material of greater height, area 
and extent, if constructed and erected in a manner approved 
by the inspector of buildings. 


Approved, Feb. 23, 1917. 
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No. 19. An Ordinance: 


Increasing Salary of Permanent Fireman 
Acting as Mechanician. 
Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


That Section 1 of Chapter Six of the Revised Ordinances 
of the City of Pittsfield be amended by striking out the words 
“Eleven Hundred and fifty” where they occur after the words 
“Permanent Fireman acting as Mechanician” and inserting in 
place thereof the words "Twelve Hundred" so that the provi- 
sion relating to the salary of said officer shall read as follows: 
Permanent Fireman acting as Mechanician, Twelve Hundred 
Dollars per annum. 


Approved, Feb. 23, 1917. 


No. 20. An Ordinance: 


Amending Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances Entitled 
Construction of Buildings and Fire Limits. 


Be it Ordalned by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 
as Follows: 


The second paragraph of Section 13 of Chapter XII of 
the Revised Ordinances of 1915, as amended by Ordinance 
No. 11 approved October 16, 1916, is hereby further amended 
by striking out said paragraph and inserting in place thereof 
the following: 


Wooden buildings shall not be erected or placed in the 
second fire district at a less distance than eight feet from the 
party lines, or at a less distance than fourteen feet from other 
wooden buildings. 


Approved, March 6, 1917. 
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No. 21. An Ordinance: 
Relating to the Wages of Assistant Assessors. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 

as Foilows: 

- The paragraph relating to Assistant Assessors in Section 

1 of Chapter VI of the Revised Ordinances of 1915 relating to 
Salaries and Wages is hereby amended by striking out the 
words “Two and three-quarter" after the words "Assistant 
Assessors” and inserting in place thereof the word :—Three,— 
so that said paragraph shall read as follows :— 

Assistant Assessors, each Three Dollars per day while 
actually engaged as such in the service of the city. 


Approved, April 23, 1917. 


No. 22. An Ordinance: 


Amending Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances of 1915, 
Construction of Buildings, Relative to Attic Rooms. 


Be it Ordained by the City Council of the City of Pittsfield, 

as Foilows: 

Section 13 of Chapter XII of the Revised Ordinances of 
I915, relating to construction of buildings and fire limits, as 
amended by Ordinance No. II of 1916, is hereby amended by 
adding at the end of the first paragraph thereof the following: 

Such buildings if properly roofed, may have rooms in the 
attic, provided the combined floor area of such rooms does not 
exceed twenty per cent of the entire attic floor space. 

50 as to read as follows: 

Section 13. Wooden buildings may be built in the second 
fire district, provided, however, that no such building shall ex- 
ceed two stories in height, or cover an area of more than 
twenty-five hundred square feet of land. Such buildings if 
properly roofed, may have rooms in the attic, provided the 
combined floor area of such rooms does not exceed twenty per 
cent of the entire attic floor space. 


Approved, April 23, 1917. 


